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LOLA CARS ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT CARS OF THEIR 
MANUFACTURE, ENTERED AND DRIVEN BY THEIR CUSTOMERS 
AND AGENTS, HAVE WON THE FOLLOWING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
DURING 1974. 


AUSTRALIAN GOLD STAR FORMULA 5000 
usACc/SCCA FORMULA 5000 
ROTHMANS FORMULA 5000 
S.C.C.A. NATIONAL FORMULA 5000 
S.C.C.A. NATIONAL 2 LITRE SPORTS CAK 
VOLKSWAGEN GOLD CUP FORMULA SUPER VEE 
S.C.C.A. NATIONAL FORMULA SUPER VEE 
S.C.C.A. PRO SERIES FORMULA SUPER VEE 
S.C.C.A. NATIONAL FORMULA FORD 
CANADIAN FORMULA FORD 
SiEB, FORMULA FORD 


THE 1975 PRODUCTION PROGRAMME WILL MAINTAIN CONTINUITY 
AND THE POLICY OF INCREASING THE RANGE OF PRODUCTS. 
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us, Bernie, how do you do it?" ask fellow constructors Ken 
‘Tyrrell and Teddy Mayer. 
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Announced this week is « voluntary proposal by the Formula 
One Constructors’ Association to promote fuel economy 
measures in Formula 1 

The proposal, which has been put to the governing body 
of international motor sport, the CSI, is for a progressive 
reduction in'fuel consumption by Formula One cars during 
the next five years, 

As we hoped in last week’s Editorial, the lead for pro- 
motion of motor sport to the general public has come right 
from the top and from people whose names mean something 
to the general public, the Formula One Constructors’ Associa- 
tion. What is disturbing, however, is the fact that despite 
the announcement of the proposals in the middle of last 
week, as far as we can ascertain, not a single word of the 
proposals has appeared in any newspaper or other media, 
Not only are these proposals likely to change the face of 
Fl in the future if they go through, and that is really of 
secondary importance at this stage, but the move could be 
of the greatest PR value for the sport at this present 
moment. They may only be proposals in their current form 
but in substance they are powerful words in a world that 
is threatened by another oil crisis. It's not whitewash for 
the uneducated public. It is a serious attempt to do some- 
thing constructive and not only for the well being of motor 
sport, but also, ultimately, for the benefit of the everyday 
motorist. 

Formula One 3-litre engines, be they the Cosworth DFV 
V8, the Ferrari Flat 12, Alfa Romeo flat 12, Matra V12 or 
BRM V12, are very ‘thirsty. They are also the most 
sophisticated and highly developed racing engines anywhere 
in the world. A good racing engine is an efficient one, at the 
moment they make best use of the materials available for 
lightness and strength with little regard for the amount of 
fuel consumed. The 3-litre Formula One has now been 
in existence for eight years, nobody is suggesting that they 
are anywhere near to being fully developed yet, but given 
that the formula will stay the same for say, at least another 
five years, regulations could be imposed to make sure that 
further development was centred around fuel economy. 
Being realistic, the oil crisis is likely to be with us for some 
considerable time, if only as an excuse for failure of 
governments world wide to put their house in order in other 
areas. 

The proposals which the Formula One Constructors’ 
Association have put forward, and from the information we 
have, they are almost unanimously agreed upon, are for a 
10 per cent reduction per year in the amount of fuel allowed 
to be carried by the cars, while leaving the race distances 
unchanged. Of course the only way to put this into action 
is by making sure the engines are more economical. 

The final decision is up to the CSI but as they are based 
in Paris, capital of the country with the biggest problems, 
it is unlikely that they will be opposed to the idea. As the 
scheme has come from the constructors themselves it could 
be one of the easiest passages for any legislation concerning 
international motor sport for a long time. It would also be 
the most logical and sensible. 


‘our cover cicture 

Sports car racing this year was totally dominated by 
but, technically the most interesting cars were the 
Porsche Carreras, which put up some very strong and reliable per- 
lormances 


Pit and Paddock 


edited by Chris Witty 


F1 Martini Brabhams confirmed 


Despite earlier denials from Motor 
Racing Developments boss Bernie 
Ecclestone, the large Martini and 
Rossi Vermouth concern officially 
‘announced their tie-up with the 
Brabham Grand Prix team at a 
reception in London late last 
week. 

‘This Is the first time that the 
Brabham team has ever been 
commercially sponsored 3 


Martini back 
F1 Brabhams? 


AUToBPORT, OCTOBER 38, 1976 
First with the news—as always. 
team, even though Ecclestone 
(who took over the company at 
the end of 1971) has been close 
to teing up such a deal before, 
he has run the team from other 
‘monetary sources, 

‘As for Martini and Rossi, it is 
indeed a welcome return to Grand 
Prix racing, having been heavily 


to run until the end of 1976, with 
fan option to maintain an associa- 


tion through to 1977. Judging by 
Brabham’s record this past 
season, it looks like being 3 


successful partnership. 

‘With Porsche pulling out of 
‘active competition for next year. 
‘obviously awaiting the new 
instituted GS regulations in 1 
Martini's mame. will’ not be 
appearing with such regularity on 
the German cars as It has done 
in the past. Their association in 
sports car racing with Porsche 
has lasted since 1970 when they 
became involved with Hans-Dieter 
Dechent's Porsche Salzburg team 
of 917 and 908/3s. From there, it 
has moved onward to incorporate 
the "Interserie, which Herbert 
Mueller has won for them this 
year in his turbo 917-20, while 
former Aston Martin and Gulf JW 
team manager, David Yorke, has 
been overseeing the racing pro- 
gramme of the futuristic Carreras 


Which have exolted so many 
Guring the past two seasons. 
Yorke, who is employed by 
Martini, will play an active 


par in thelr Grand Prix pro- 
framme next season, although 
more on a consultancy’ basis. 
Powerboat racing Is also 
other sphere in which Martini 
portray thelr unique trendy high- 
life image, having supported 
World Offshore Champion Carlo 
Bonomi during the past few 
years. Bonomi's greatly reduced 


year. Having dominated the last 
GP in America, they must start 
as firm favourites to continue 
Showing such form dn the opening 
races in Argentina and Brazil 

uring the next couple of months, 
bearing in mind the car's superb 
performances at these tracks last 


Carlos Pace (i 


‘The car itself will be known as 


t) and Carlos Reutemann with their new car last week, 


‘major part in the overall design 
of the car and changes for the 
1975 season include a revised 
nose section and fairings for the 
rear view mirrors. The chassis 
has also been lightened consider- 
ably and is now very close to the 
minimum permitted weight of 

5 kg. 

‘The question of using the Alfa 
Romeo flat-12 in a works Brab- 
ham chassis was brought up and, 
as Gordon Murray had told us 
back jn October, the idea had 


been thought of. As Ecclestone 


pat i, "with the financial sup: 


tte 
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‘one driver for the new Stanley- 
BRM team. The London based 
driver signed for the team last 
week and will make his debut in 
Argentina, 

The team will only run one 
car in the first three Grands Prix, 
Argentina, Brazil and South 
‘Africa. A’ second driver will be 
signed for the European season 
and we gather that it is highly 
likely to be Bob Evans, although 
he ‘had heard nothing at the 
beginning of this week. 

Wilds has signed a one year 
contract with an option for 1976. 
Dempster Developments are giv- 
ing Wilds personal support and 
their name will appear on the 
car. Mike will have two cars at 
his disposal at the circuits and 
a third test car based in England. 

Louis Stanley will be very 
pleased to have secured at least 
One English driver for his team, 
which will be celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of BRM in Grand Prix 
racing. 

‘Wilds’ 


signing for the team 


Seasons of rapid progress up the 
ladder, It was in 1972, after years 
of struggling in F750, F4 and FF 
that he got into F3 with a March 
713 backed by Jack Cavill 
Shortly afterwards Dempster 
Developments became involved 
and the team acquired a new 
Ensign. They continued in F3 
during 1973, first with the Ensigo 
‘and then a new March and Wilds 
Scored wins at Croft and Mallory 
Park. 

‘At the start of this year the 


the hired Hesketh March at the 
British GP, where he just failed 
to qualify. 

Colin’ Phillips of Dempster 
then arranged for Mike to have 
the works Ensign for the rest of 
the year. The car was beset with 
niggling problems until Watkins 
Glen when Wilds qualified and 
started his first Fl race. Recently 
he has been testing for Surtees 
and BRM and putting up some 
Useful times prior to putting pen 
to paper last week 


From December 23, 


the Editorial and Advertising departments of 


‘Avrostoat will be at new offices at Regent House, 54-62 Regent 


Street, London WIA 2YJ, Tel 
PO installation work will stil 


01-439 4242. 
he in progress for some weeks 


after the move, which involves most of the other publications pro- 
duced by Haymarket Publishing Ltd and the main switchboard may 
be temporarily unable to accept all incoming calls. If you have dift 


culty reoching us by telephone, please try these direct lines 
(Advertising). 
the Editorial Staff can be reached at their printers, Tel: 


7624 (Editorial), 01-580 4566 
Tuesday 
01-521 2721. 


01-580 


‘On Mondays and 


Circulation, Subscriptions and Back Numbers departments remain 
at Craven House, 34 Foubert's Place, London WI but the telephone 


“number becomes 01-439 4242 


or 01-437 3272 for Back Numbers. 


also present at Ricard last week 
with ‘a TS14 and TS16 on hand 
for a variety of drivers to try. 
Henn Pescarolo and David Mor- 
gan ended up by being the 
Guickest, both lapping (albelt 
well off the FI. pace) closi 
to the 1 om 13.0. 9 mark. 
Others who tried the cars 
were Frenchman Michel Leclere 
and Jose Dothem while Austrian 
Kurt Rieder was also having an- 
other go. Mike Wilds did not 
turn up as we forecast last week 
due to other commitments. 

‘We spoke to Leclere over the 
weekend who said that the drove 


both cars, “the TSI6 being a 
Tot easier to drive than. the 
TS14 with its front radiator" 


configuration, but he wasn't able 
to get anywhere near “the 1m 
12.8 s which T've done in’ my 
F2 car!” ke didn't look as if he 
would be driving for Surtees next 
year anyway. The favourite for 
‘one car at least must be Morgan, 
especially as he has financi 
backing from Jim Miller's 
Southern Organs concern. 
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Pit and Paddock 
CSI outline plans 


The annual FIA prize-giving and 
CSI press conference took place 
in Paris last Saturday where it 
‘was finally confirmed that in 
1976, the entire structure of 
world sports car racing as we 
Know it today will be gradually 
changed. Basically the reports 
that we have carried in earlier 
issues outlining the proposals 
put to, and discussed by, the CSI 
have been accepted. However, as 
is customary at most CSI press 
conferences, noching was speci- 
fically outlined unless a member 
from the audience actually asked 
4 direct question. Even then, the 

swer was evasive. The official 
press release said: 

"The new Appendix J which 
will be implemented as from 
January 1, 1976, and will provide 
five groups for recognised series 
Production cars and for. cars 
derived from series-production 

“The changes brought to the 
new Groups I and 3 in relation 
to those in force at present 
re very slight, The freedom 
Rranted in the new Groups 2 and 
4 will be very reduced in 
comparison with that permitted 
at present, and a new Group 5 
witl be created which will. pro- 


Vide for a greater freedom of 
Preparation than in 

Groups 2, 4 

minimum’ weights has been 


established for Groups 2, 4 and 
5, The new Appendix J will pro- 
vide for a group of prototypes, 
the Group 6 which will be a 
combination of the actual 
Groups 5 and 7; chapters con- 
cerning single-seaters will only 
be stightly modified. 

Thus the 1976 sports car 
regulations are confirmed under 
these terms: there will be two 
World series, the existing World 
Championship of Makes will 
enter for GS cars (400 units per 
year) in three classes of 2-litre, 
Sstitre and G-titres. The races 
‘will be of either six hours dura- 
tion of 1000 kms. whichever is 
the longer, except in the case of 
any 24 hour races 

The G6 class (ie a cross be- 
tween the existing sports proto- 
type and the CanAm/Interserie 
classes) has also been spit into 
three classes, With a view to in- 
comporating the existing 2-litre 
European Sports Car series into 
G6 in 1976, there is a 2-Iitre class 
with a 600 kg weight limit. Then 
there's the up to Sdlitre class 
(700 kg) which will also incorpor- 

any super and/or turbo- 
‘Charged 2-titee cars that may als0 
run (@t_@ minimum cylinder 
capacity of 2.124 lires) in the 
class, but at the 3-litre weight 
limit. The largest class is the 5- 
litre diviston which caters strictly 
for stock-block production 
engines. Their weight limit has 
been set at 810 kgs which, 
according to the Americans is 
unfair. Apparently the CSI dis- 
‘oussed the technical merits of the 
S-litre stock block engine. 
Although on paper it looks as if 
‘© comparable (to the 3-titres rac- 


ing engines) power figure of 600 
bhp would pur them well on 
par (from which the weight limit 
was derived), the CSI failed to 
notice the limitations imposed on 
the technical development of a 
Stock block production engine 
which, at the moment, is more 
or Jess limited to 560 bhp. Wheel 
and tyre widths will also be re 
stricted to 16 in, 

‘The other noticeable fact is the 
allowance of the 24itre super: 
‘charged engine in a 3-litre sports 
car division but the 1}-Htre super 
charged Fl. maximum rema.ns 

Expanding on the proposal to 
amalgamate the 2-litre series into 
one major championship, it was 
also suggested that the’ current 
European GT championship would 
similarly dovetail with the new 
Gs. 

‘The CSI have also discussed 
the possibility of making safety 
fuet tanks (virtually identical to 
the Alfa Romeo system which 
they ‘introduced three years ago) 
mandatory in Pl, F2 and proto- 
types 

On the F3 front, we were told 
by Claude Le Guezec that next 
season the European Cup would 
Niki Lauda receives a new FIA 
prize for the most pole positions 
in GPs this year. 


be reintroduced and in 1976, a 
FIA recognised International 'F3 
Championship would be formal- 
lated. It was also announced # 
the Wankel rotary engine would 
be cligible for F3 ax from Jan- 
uary 1, 1976. 

‘A proposal was put forward by 
the circuit and safety committee, 
which will probably be discussed 
again either in March or June 
ext year, about the grading of 
four ficenses so that each ACN 
would have control over competi- 
tors progress up through the 
ranks of racing. This was to re- 
strict the number of inexperi- 
enced drivers gaining access to 
Grand Prix drives and so forth. 

Tt was suggested to have four 
categories; for Fl, for  F2, 
F5000 and ‘sports cars, for F3 and 
anything similar and for lesser 
club formulae. 

Many other points were dis- 
cussed the week but, 
Predictably, various committees 
Keep overruling each other and 
very litele was actually resolved. 
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The FSA, the controlling body 
of French motor sport, announced 
this week that the French GP 
will be held at Clermont Ferrand, 

However, Claude Le Guezec of 
the CSI told us on Tuesday that 
the circuit would have to make a 
number of changes prior to Ma 
8, 60 days before the scheduled 
date of the event. 

Le Guezec and Graham Hill, 
representing the GPDA, made 
brief inspection of the circuit a 
month ago and laid down four 
points which have to be met if 
they are to hold the GP. They 
were that the width of the grack 
must be increased from 7 to 10 
metres; there must be run-off 
areas at every corner to enable 
catch fencing to be erected ; the 
pits and paddock must be com- 
cletely rebuilt and there must be 
an increase in press facilities ; the 


French GP: now Clermont 


final point was that a tunnel must 
be built under the circuit to allow 
access for fire tenders and ambu- 
lances during racing. 

Le Guezec said: “If they do 
this work we must conduct a 
detailed inspection before giving 
it the go-ahead. If the work is not 
done, then the French GP will be 
taken out of the International 
calendar.” 

Clermont is of course one of 
the classic road racing circuits 
twisting round the mountains of 
central France and some of this 
work may prove impossible, Also 
8 permanent circuit is being plan- 
ned for next year. The CSI have 
said that they may reduce some 
of their requirements where work 
has to be done on parts of the 
circuit which will not be incor: 
porated in the new circult. 


Jabouille’s F1 


Although t's still noc clear as to 
who their new sponsor (or spon- 
sors) is we hear that March 
Engineering will probably be 
running a Formula 1 car for 
Jean-Pierre Jaboullle in at least 
seven European Grands Prix next 
year with backing from Elf 
Petroleum. 

‘Neither Robin Herd nor Jean- 
Pierre Jabouille would say any- 
thing about such a deal, although 
sources in, Paris virtually con- 


"The Frenchman's Fl debut was 
fn fact due for this year’s French 
GP in a Tyrrell but the team 
didn't have a spare car. Con- 
sequently Jabouille tried (and 
failed) co qualify one of Frank 
Williams 1s0-Marlboros. Jabouille 


Elf March? 


had another go in Austria, this 
time driving a works Surtees, but 
failed to. make the grid once 
again. However, he has shown a 
tremendous turn of speed in F2 
this year and, like fellow French- 
man Patrick Depailler, Is at last 
beginning > show | consistent 


so we are told, still 
confirmed thelr’ two 
works F2 drivers for next y 

It is certain that Patrick Tambay 
will be one, with backing from 
Elf, but whother fellow French 
Elf’ recrukt Michel Leclere (not 
Jacques Laffite as we originally 
thought as he will be driving for 
Martini) joing him still depends 
‘on the financial arrangement 
between March and Elf. 


@ According to, Carlos Reute- 
mann there is. “no problem” 
surrounding the prospect of the 
Argentinian GP. “There are less 
bombs in Buenos Aires than in 
England" said Reutemann. 

‘Asked if he would be doing 
anything other than driving the 
Martini-Brabhom in Fl, Reute- 
mann said that he would like a 
good drive in the American F500 
Series. 


@ The Chevron B34 F3 car will 
also be produced In SuperVee 
form. The car will be ready In 
April 

@ Wrh no Matra sports car to 
drive next year it seems likely 
that Jean-Pierre Beltoise will lead 
the Ligier team. It is possible 
that his team-mates Henri Pes. 
carolo and Jean-Pierre Jarier will 
join him and the fourth driver 
will be Jean-Louis Lafosse. 


it really is super to drive.” 


Denny Hulme came out of retirement briefly recently to pedal John 
Turner's Super Saloon Skoda around Brands Hatch. Denny said: "I 
couldn't resist the temptation to drive John's car—t've always [Wed 
the idea of these big engined Super saloon: 


1 wasn't disappointed— 


Jean-Pierre Jarier testing the new UOP Shadow DNS Grand Prix car 


‘at Ricard last week. 


New Shadow ready 


‘There it sat, resplendent in its 
jet black Universe! Oil Products 
livery. with an. attractive red, 
orange and yellow "re-entry" 
trim and a Ford-Cosworh DFV 
engine inthe back. The new 
Shadow DNS Grand Prix was un- 
Veiled officially in Paris last 
Friday following a couple of days 
testing down at the Paul Ricard 
circuit. and, as team-manager 
‘Alan Rees had said all along, che 
team are. certainly starting off 
ext year’s Grand Prix season 
with Ford power. However, talk 
Of the much favoured Matra V- 
12 Is still very evident, especially 
5 Jean-Luc Lagadere’ of Engins 
Matra turned up to the Shadow 
luncheon. 

Basically, the new DNS Is a 
logical development of their exist- 
ing DNS Grand Prix car. Tony 
Southgate, the team's designer, 
told us that “In Derek Gardner's 
words, it's an interim chassis.” 
The aerodynamics have been 
tidied up a great deal, especially 
around the” front end. where 
totally new. suspension geometry 
ig employad to accept 12in dia 
front wheels. The springs and 
dampers have also been moved 
Inboard, The car s:fll retains out- 
board brakes though. 

“1 know it looks a bit rude,” 
said Southga:e, when refersing to 
the large cantilever rocking arms, 
“but these things bend under 
2000 ibs strain and with our car 
having @ considerable amount of 
wheel movement, something like 
7 inches, it needed to be strong.” 
‘A rising-race suspension ctarac- 
teristic is employed “ something 
approaching 11 per cent, but 
noting near that of a McLaren. 
Anyway, I don't necessarily agree 
with ali those Iimkages and so 
forth," Southgate added. 

‘The new Shadow's revised sus- 
pension characteristics (there is 
also new geometry at the rear) 
and aerodynamics ( new cock- 
pit section, airbox and side 
Tadiator ducts to name but a few) 
are hoped to improve the car's 
high-speed cornering qualities, 
something which it has been lack- 
ing this year. The DN3 performed 
particularly well on the slower 
find medium speed curves. 

"An indication that Southgate’s 
latest mods have done the trick 


4 


was undertined at Rica.d where 

Jarier, who stated that he has 

carried out ai least 20,000 kms 

Of testing there, was able 

the fast Esses at the end of the 
ight flat out in top_ gee 


for the first ‘ime. 
appsoaching something 
165 mph. This hasn't been done 


before, so we're told, 

Tn a few laps, Jarier was under 
his previous best time In the old 
car ‘while Tom Pryce, who, like 
Jarier, will also drive for the 
team once again next year, tried 
the DNS briefly and quickly 
equalled his best in the older 
DN3. Apperently the new car is 
much much faster through the 


The DNS front suspension is now 
inboard and designed to accept 
12 in. dia wheels 


turns and doesn’t roll as much 
as the DN3, Jarier and Pryce 
exiting the corners with feet to 
spare “rather than runsing up 
all over the kerbs like they have 
done,” mused Southgate 

‘What about the possibility of a 
Matra-engined Shadow and would 
the exiting car take the French 
V-i2 engine? “It would require 
a new car and the monocoque 
would have to be at least 4 
Inches wider to accept the greater 
fuel load,” said Southgate. 

‘Among other minor changes, 
the driver now sits 2 inches 
farther forward while the wheel- 
bese has besn increased by 1 
inch, However, there are options 
for both long and snort-wheel- 
base confizuratioas. 


Constructors’ fuel 


economy proposals 


Amid the fuel crisis which seems 
to be affecting certain countries, 
the Formula One Constructors 
Association have put forward a 
very important and interesting 
proposal to the CSI relating to 
thelr request to cut Formula 1 
fuel loads by 10% over the 
next two years. At the moment 
the maximum fuel capacity for 
fan Fl car is 250 litres. The 
FICA want to reduce this to 
225 litres for next year and 200 
litres in 1976, the final year, at 
the moment, ‘of the current 3. 
tre regulations. 

‘Apparently every FICA mem: 
ver was Unanimous including 
Ferrari whose Pl engines are 
known to require more fuel per 
event than the more economical 
Cosworth Ford DFVs. In fact, 
Ferrari have improved the con- 
sumption of their flat-12 engine 
greatly during the season and, 
St Watkins Glen, were running 
30 iitres less fut than in 
Argen:ina, We aso hear that one 
team won a Grand Prix last year 
with just 136 litres. Thereby a 
reduction is easily feasible 

The only team who were a 
little "worried, even though they 
aren't exactly involved as yet 
were Matra, as the French V12 
engine stilt’ suffers from avast 
thirst for petrol 

‘Commenting on the FICA pro: 
posal, Ford's Stuart Turner said 
the scheme was a “logical and 
sensible” move. “We are con- 
stantly trying to get the peak 
performance out of our engines, 
and maximum use of mat 
the safest way, and such a plan 
must mean greater efficiency and 
economy in ‘motor sport. At the 
same time, those principles 
applied for the average motor- 
ist can only mean improved fuel 


consumption and more efficient 
engines, all of which makes 
good economic sense.” 

"A. reduction in fuel loads, 
bearing in mind that the race 
distances will remain unaffected, 
must surely mean a reduction in 
horsepower from the engines. 
This Is reflected in the case of 
Matra who aren't able to go to 
Le Mans next year because of 
such an economy measure. How: 
ever, this doesn’t seem 10 be 
the ‘case. Bill Brown, General 
Manager of Cosworth 'Engineer- 
Ing, added, “if Formula 1 rac: 
ing’ is to continue, no one can 
afford a horsepower race, and 


the only way to avoid such 
race is to have some. rules 
which would stop it. If we 


Started getting involved in an 
engine development saga against, 
say, Ferrari, we couldn't hope 
to” give. everyone the same 
engine, 80 one or two would get 
the best and the rest would 
fall by the wayside. The only 
sensible al:ernative is some means 
of equivalent between those who 
ean spend the money and those 
who can't. This scheme would 
mean. that everyone could see, 

in advance, which way to 
they can work well ahead, 
and. everyone will benefit.” 

It Is expected that the CST 
will accept the FICA proposal, 
Which has Been brewing for 
Some months now in the light 
of the world energy crisis, 

Another matter discussed by 
mombers of the FICA and the 
CSI at a meeting in Paris last 
week was the forward extension 
of monocoques so that, in. the 
Tight of acedents similar co Mike 
Hallwood's atthe German GP, 
the driver's legs and feet would 
be adequately. protected. 


More Clubmens 


The Clubmen's Supersports For: 
mula is to have yet another 
Championship next year, proving 
that itis the most popular club 
sports. car category in this 
country. The BARC have decided 
to run a championship over 14 
rounds at nine different circuits. 
‘The reason for adding Clubmen’s 
to their programme is “that 
Competitors in the formula have 
made tremendous efforts over 
the past few years, resulting in 
Digger grids, closer racing and 
better preparation than many 
other classes.” 


‘The BARC championship will 
be run in two classes for 1600 
and 1600 FF engined cars with 
£100 prize money per round and 
£175 ‘end-of-season prize money 
and a BARC Trophy 


Tony’s Organ 


‘The latest driver to be backed 
by. Jim. Miller and Southern 
Organs is Tony Lanfranchi who 
will undertake a large _pro- 
gramme of saloon car racing 
next year. 

Lanfranchi hopes to run either 
a Plymouth Hemicuda or a 
Chevrolet Camaro. in the RAC 
British Touring Car Champion. 
ship although Tony says he'd 
prefer to race the Hemicuda as 
“it’s. something different." He 
seems undeterred about the pros 
pects of running such a car 
Which, in the hands of Gordon 
Spice this year, hasn't had-a par- 
ticularly enthralling season. 

‘The tie-up with Southern 
Organs will also include the 
Tour of Britain and the Tourist 
Trophy events. 

Lanfranchi's race programme 
will be swelled even further 
when he competes in the BBC 
Radio One production touring car 
club series, “either in an Opel 
‘Commodore GS/E or a Camaro.” 
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Pit and Paddock 


Penske hits town 


Roger Penske and Mark Donohue 
‘were in Londen last week to meet 
the British press and. to outline 
their plans for the forthcoming 
Grand’ Prix season. 

‘AS expected, the _dynami 
Penske announced that he would 
be running a single-car Formula 1 
effort for Mark Donohue and that 
they would contest all the 
Formula 1 races next year, in- 
cluding the British non-champécn- 
ship events in their First National 
City Bank Travellers Check 
(Cheque to us) Special (ni 
Penske PCI), 

Penske also owdined his Amer 
‘can racing plans which include 
USAC and NASCAR racing. H.s 
USAC programme will consist of 
4 pair of updated McLaren MI6s 
which will be driven by thi 
promising Tom Sneva (the 1974 
Rookie of the Year) and NASCAR 
‘ce Hobby Allison who, according 
to Penske, has shown consider 

in testing these turbo: 


sharged single-seaters. Following 
his USAC dirt-track accident in a 
midget racer this season, Gary 
Boutenhausen hasn't been re. 


tained, nor has Mike Hiss. The 
Penske operation will contest the 
entire USAC trial with Sneva, 
running Allison as a back-up in 

the three major 500-milers. 
‘The NASCAR programme will 
Matado: 


continue with the AMC 
fand_ Allison, who won the last 
NASCAR race in it at Riverside 
ast’ month, remaining as the 
team's. driver. Sponsors for 


Penske's 1975 racing programme 


Include Coca-Cola, Norton and 
Geodyear as well as the FNCB. 

Penske sald once again that 
their’ Grand) Prix programme 


Roger Pensle and Mark Donoh 


weuld be based at Poole in Dor 
next year and that Donohue and 
team-manager Heinz Hofer have 
moved to Bi to live 
The car has undergone extensive 
testing since its last appearance 
in America and will appear in 
revised trim in Argentina. Three 
cassis’ will be used, one as 
race car and one as a tyre tes 
Vehicle (the original chassis) 
vile the other is to become s 
back-up machine, Penske didn’t 
say anything about tempting pr 
posals to try to secure Ronnle 


Petzcson away from Lotus as 
am-driver, although he did jok 
about the rumours that had been 

Circulating as. to. who. would 


drivers for next year 
Penske had some very interest 


Ing views on. circu — safety 
and, "being owner of the 
Michigan International Speedway 
he sald that if Grand Prix drivers 
ditn’t lke the current facilities 
‘at most circuits (le his own), then 
they didn’t have to race there. He 
made a point that the driver 
ought to look at some of the 
Grand Prix. cars they've been 

ving before they to the 
circuit: Donchue. agre ally 
with his boss. Funnily enough. 
his point came up at the last 
GPDA meeting 

Asked if there was any rivalry 
between them and the new Par 
i Grand” Prix team, both 
Penske and Donchue were quick 
to discount this. However, it was 
Cbvious in. Peaske'scrnfident 
pesdiction of success in Formula 
T'next year (we'll be runr'ny in 
the first six") that he wanted 
wave the American flae b= 
when it came to the real crunch 


at the Dorchester last week 


Tyrrell tried @ new F 
es model which al 


New rear suspension geometry 
was tried on the Fl Ferraris, 


th-type nose cone at Ricard recently on their 
had outboard brakes, 


Ll aol 


Lt 


@ Akthough Porsche have 
officially renounced competi 
tions “for 1975 they will 
be preparing a turbocharged 
908/3 for Herbert Mueller to 
run’ next_ year in Martin: 
colours. This will” probably 
be the engine currently in 
use in the Marini Carreras 
and its. development next 
year will leave Pozsche in 
4& strong position to contest both 
the proposed manufacturers’ 
championships én 1976. 


© Alain Peltier, the Belgium 
saloon car ace, has ordered a new 
March F2 car for next year, 
which will probably be sponsored 
by Gitanes, who backed his G2 
BMW this year, 


© Jean-Pierre Beltoise inspected 
the Zolder circuit in Belgium last 
week on behalf of the GPDA. It 
Seems certaln tha: the GP will be 
held there as J-PB only asked 
for catch fenevs to replace guard 
rails at a couple of corners. 
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Ricard F1 


As can been seen elsewhere, the 


UOP Shadow team have been 
testing their latest Grand Prix 
car down at Ricard last week 


along with the Hesketh and Sur- 
tees Grand Prix teams. 

Driving the lazest DNS, Shadow 
team-leader Jean-Pierre Jarier 
turned in some quick lappery 
with the car, gecting down to 
1 m 48.6 ¢ on the long 3.61 mile 
circuit. This compares with his 
own circuit record set up earlier 


this year in the Matra sports 
car at 1 m° 80.66 s although 
Jackie Stewart has a quicker 


(and possibly suspect) pole time 
of | m 48.37 s which he achieved 
tthe French GP in "73. 

James Hunt was also. putting 
in some rapid lappery in the 
Hesketh which was running re- 


G1 price fix 


The club production saloon car 
prize; for next year have been 
decided upon by the RAC and 
comprise cars in the following 
classes: Up to £1299, £1300 to 
£1699, £1700 to £2299 and over 


£2300. The rewssed prices, which 
apply to Autocar published 
Bgures, mean that the — all 


conquering Chryster Avenger GT 
finds itself <n the came class as 
the Mazda RX3 amongst others 
for next year 


testing 


Jess turned in the same Umes as 
Jarier, although both teams dis- 
pute ‘each other stop watches, 
such is the competition even in 
testing! Hunt also turned in 
some quickish laps on the shorter 
2.027 mile circuit as did Jarier 
and Tom Pryce, the latter in the 
older Shadow. They were all in 
the mid-l m 11 8 bracket, al- 
though Hesketh designer Harvey 
Postlethwaite told us on Monday 
that James had done a “lm 
10.4 5." 

Pryce tried both the new and 
older Shadow on the long cir- 
cult, recording about 1 m 50.0 5 
in both cars, before spinning off 
and dinging the nose of the DN3. 


© Bill Sydenham, who won the 
Britax GI championship this year 
in his A&M records sponsored 
Cheysier Avenger, will be con- 
tinuing ia the same class next 
year with another Avenger backed 
‘gt only by A&M but also by Ray 
Powell, the largest Chrysler 
dealers in London. 


The Wendy Wools Northern 
Saloon Car Championship was 
won this year by Alex Clacher, 
the Imp driver. In presenting 
him with the Wendy Wools 
Trophy and £100, Mr Griffin, the 
managing director, announced 
that the championship would 
continue next year. 


hs sp FOR SALE 


Wella March 74B as used by Ted Wentz in the 1974 
John Player and Southern Organs Formula Atlantic 
Championships. 

Car complete fess engine with 2 spare noses (one new) 
plus one spare set of wheels and tyres. 

Price £4000 
Contact Planners International Ltd, 

47 Curzon Street, London, W1Y 7RE. 

Tel: 01-493 3123 


= one 
Tyre Sale 
Firestone’s B41, 843 end 636 front and rear. New, scrubbed 
‘and part worn. 
Contact : Planners int Ltd, 
47 Curzon Street, London W1Y 7RE 


GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD—ARTISTS IN ALUMINIUM 


We are the largest supplier of aluminum parts to 
the racing car industry. a= well es the ems 
re 


illustrated 


magnesium castings weld 


Ings to suit any make of car 


jod—ch 
mium plating—all types of welding and sheet metal 
work, 


2-3 THANE WORKS, 
THANE VILLAS, 
LONDON WN7. 
Tel: 01-609 0384. 


_ 


8 gallon fowm-tiled fue! tank | 


¥ 


Ford Escort 


thank everyone concerned for another year of success 


SIMONIZ CHAMPIONSHIP (1200 ce class) 


1st PAUL TAFT 
2nd GREG TAFT 
4th NIGEL CLARKE 


FOREWARD TRUST CHAMPIONSHIP (1300 ce clas) 


2nd PAUL TAFT 
(Well done Phill) 


ESSO UNIFLO CHAMPIONSHIP (1200 ce class) 
2nd NIGEL CLARKE 


Pius wins galore and 4 new lap records with “MOTOSPEEO" 
5 port “proper” Mints. 


The results say = 


“We build the quickest” 


If you race and want to win at reasonable cost, 


telephone or call 
Colin Thomas or Freddie Heaney, 


PS—Happy Christmas to all. 
PPS—Even Gerry Marshall. 


Now available from 


HASLEFIELD MOTORS 


(TELFORD) LTD 

PRINCES STREET, TELFORD, SALOP 
Telephone: 0952 586991 

CHRYSLER MAIN DEALER 

CHRYSLER DEALER TEAM 


— 
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Pit and Paddock 


Shadow men Don Nichols, Jean-Pierre Jarier and Tony Southgate 
(right), stening intently to Matra’s Jean-Luc Lagodere last week 


Matra want chassis 
for J-PB/Gitanes 


Just what are the French playing 
at? Are Matra about to return 
to Grand Prix racing? Will It be 
with a Shadow? Are Gitanes the 
Sponsors ? These are just a few 
of the leading questions that are 
being bandied around both 
French and British racing circles 
‘at the moment. To ask a Frencl 
‘man what Is happening, he wi 
tell you that it's almost certain 
that Jean-Pierre Beltolse will 
drive a Matra-powered Shadow 
with Gitanes sponsorship. 

However, despite constant dis. 
cussions between Shadow and 
Matra, it looks as if a decision 
isn't any closer. Shad-w have 
nuiturally shown interest in using 
@ Matra VI2 engine ever since 
Jean-Pierre Jarier suggested it 
to them prior to the Swedish 
Grand Prix. It’s a known fact 
that he feels a Matra engine 
(with 00 bhp) in his FI car will 
win him races, 

Reading between the lines, as 
we only can, for ne her party 
fare ‘prepared to disclose any 
definite details, we can see 


for the French to make up their 
mind, 
If the French want to return to 


Fi, why are they Interested in 
purchasing an outside chassis, be 
ft a Shadow, a Tyrrell of what 

?; it's all down 20 ‘money 
are desperate for success 
in Grand Prix racing and, to this 


they are reported to have 

million to spend. Tha:’s i 

on more than their sports 
car budget from this season. Un- 
fortunately, even such @ vast 
amount (which in the light of the 
conomic crisis may well reflect 
badly. upon these government 
subsidised companies) isn't 
enough for Matra to build their 


‘own chassis, 
‘We hear that they've reduced 


their work force to 10 peopl 
enough to look after a car for 
Betsoise. 

Matra are playing their cards 
close to thelr chest. They seem 


to be looking for the best deal, 
offering their potent engines as 
bait. A Matra Fi effor: may 
not appear in South America, but 
we certainly expect activity 
around the Spanish Grand Prix 
Finally, add a little more 

e fire, we hear that 
their sports cars in 
the next couple of weeks, using 
Inboard front’ Drakes. 


Shadow F5000 is on 


The other news at the UOP 
Shadow press conference was 
their announcement to enter next 
year's American and Canadian 
Formula 5000 series with a single- 
car effort. This now becomes 
official, although we have carried 
stories discussing the team’s 
Stateside racing plans for some 
weeks now 

‘Although Jackie Oliver was 
present at the Paris reception, it 
fs not thought that the newly 
crowned UOP Can-Am champion 
will be the teom’s driver. Nor 
Tor that matter is Brett Lunger, 
who was also present, expected 
to be the driver as UOP them: 
selves have only committed 


themselves to running one car. 

Who then would be the driver? 
“ Obviously we'd like a real ace 
said team manager Alan Rees, 

you know, someone like Ronnlc 
Peterson. I've even had James 
Hunt chasing me all week dow 
at Ricard but nothing has been 
decided.” The new F5000 car 
should be very similar to the new 
DNS in configuration, except 
the rear end will have to be 
substantially modified to accept 
the bulkier Chevrolet V8 accord: 
ing to Southgate, 

The car will be designed in 
Britain by Southgate, but bull: 
entirely in the Staces 


est Page and Moy Motor 
Racing Tour’ programm: was 
announced recen:ly ands bigger 
and betier than ever. It insiudes 
33 Mineraries. to. 11 World 
Championship Grands Prix and 
two Werld Champicnship Sports 


Car races. The tours range from 
one day visits to full scale two 
week holidays and prices start 
frem £19 and go to £325 for a 


luxury 17 days holiday in South 
Africa, ‘taking in the South 
African Grand Prix. Each holiday 
provides alternative attracticas to 
the motcr sport events themselves 
families of enthusi 
simply want to enjoy a fow 
days in the particular locatica, 


Page Tours in 1975 


Tony Moy reported an increase 
of 20 per cent in business for the 
company las: year and forecasts 
Eotter things for 1975, 


The highlight of the programme 
is of course Monaco where no 
less than eight itinoraries are 
cffered. They range from one to 
eight days in duration and 37 
to £296 in price. Some of these 
tours will include flights cn two 
specially chartered Boeing 747 
Jumbo jets. 


Further information on these 
excellent value-for-money _ trips 
from Page & Moy Ltd, 136-138 
London Road, Leicester LE2 1EB. 
Tel: 0533 51211 


© Renault 5 dicer Mick Hill says 
that allegations made by Neil 
McGraci in Cockpit Cameo last 
week about his engine are un- 
founded. The engine was sealed 
after the Mallory Park round and 
he is waiting for it to be 
inspected. 

‘After being found to have an 
illegal engine in mid-season, Hill 
hada signed declaration "with 
him at all times from his engine 
builder saying that the engine 
fitted was legal. 


@ America’s largest racing car 
manufacturer, Autodynamics, 
who have been responsible for 
many successes in Formula Vee 
over the past 10. years with 
their Caldwell models are now in 
England, A kit version. of the 
Caldwell D13 will appear at the 
Racing Car 

being handted in the 
Williams. at New England Auto- 
racing, 47 Hallowell Road, Norch 
wood, ‘Middlesex. Tel: Northwood 
23086. 


CATCHPOLE 


By Barry Foley 


IDI CALL'SANTA - 
|| “AGREAT BIG BORE” 


BUT | WAS TALKING 
ABOUT'SANTA POD 
NOT SANTA CLAUS 


© Autneport 1974 
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Correspondence 


ind to agree w pinion: 


Varley nonsense 


What a dreadful waste of energy Mr Varley 
is, He Kells us to slow down—quite con- 
siderably, turn off heaters, lights, everything 
‘that consumes power. All this to cut our 
oil import bill. Agreed, the total impore bill 
is astronomical, but let's not go back to 
the dark ages. We'll soon have the man 
walking in front of the cars with the red 
flag again. Perhaps that is the real motive 
—to get the Red Flag flying again! 

‘The saving in petrol and oil as far as the 
motorist is concerned will be infinitesimal, 
almost incalculable whatever the Government 
boffins have to say. It would be better to 
do something much more positive towards 
‘the price and supply problem. What about 
teaffic jams and hold-ups? How many million 
gallons are wasted in the towns and cities 
while drivers twiddle their thumbs and move 
200 yards in 20 minutes? Gee your prioriti 
Fight Mr Varley, speeding up certain aspects 
in the traffic flow system would be more 
intelligent than slowing us all down. 

T get through about £55 worth of petrol 
‘a month, and that is basically travelling to 
‘and from work and at least one business 
trip each week. Heaven knows what a com- 
mercial travelter’s bill will be. Companies’ 
Jost business due to excessive journey time 
will be increased. Is this really what the 
Government wants? Let's have progressive 
not _retrogressive legislation. 

If we have to endure this nonsensical piece 
of hysterical doctrine, let's have at least a 
review of cur motoring laws. What about 
onthe-spct fines for offending motorists as 
in Germany and France, I would most certainly 
risk being fined a couple of pounds if a 
business transaction was in the balance. Our 
judicial system is already clogged up to the 
hilt with an enormous backlog of offences, 
this legislation will only make matters worse. 
‘Soci there will be no motorists on the roads, 
they'll all be disqualified under the tosting 
up system. The time has now come ¢o scrap 
the endorsement law. 

Finally, North Sea Oil; our saviour, the 
new economic Messiah. In the same’ way 
nuclear energy was going to be in the 
sixties (sic). 

If you really want to do something con- 
structive Mr Varley, get the North Sea Oil 
programme going. Give more incentive to the 
large oll companies, take off your restricti 
company taxes and'let them get on with the 
Job. They ace professionals—you are not. 
Pechaps then we'll all get back to moving. 

By ‘the way, anyone got a secondhand 
pogo stick for sale? 


‘Taino, Herts, 


Jor Drury. 


Limits of Modsports 


With the advent of the 1500 Midget and 
now the 1500 Spitfire surely the time has 
come #9 once and for all streamline the 
Modsports class limits, Year after year 
arguments have raged one way and the other 
about an 1150 cr 1300 lower class limit. As 
there has not, to my knowledge, been a 
production sports car wich an 1100 cc engine 
for almost 10 years how can we continue to 
run such a class. Surely the Clans, Ginetas 
and Davrians don't want it. Certainly the 
1300 Spridgets, Spitfires don’t. May I pose 
the annual question, What class limits should 
there be in Modsports? I hazard to suggest 
a Starting point either (a) up to 1000; (b) 1000 
to 1500; (c) 1500 to 2500; (d) above 2500; 
or preferably (a) up to 1500; (b) 1500-2500; 
(©) 2500 and above, 
A. J. Gooowm. 

Aton Automorive, BalERtey Hit, Starr: 


Parnelli record 


I feet ge lis time that you put the record 
straight after the numerous reports I have 
seen in AUTOSPORT this year regarding this 
‘Team, particularly with reference to the item 
which ‘appeared in this week's copy dated 
December 5. 

1, Never at any time has this team 
approached GRD in respect of building a For- 
mula 1 car, This could be a very important 
misunderstanding, as it is our prime wish to 
be known as an all American team, and we 
have therefore incurred considerable expense 
within our budget for all our future Formula 
1 cars to be built entirely in California and 
air-freighted to this country. Our premises 
here will therefore be management ‘and for 
servicing of the cars built in America 
And will therefore be outside the group com- 
monly referred to in the Press as the 
“British built” race cars. 

2, The only people ever concerned with 
getting this Formula 1 team cf the ground 
were Vel Miletich, Parnefi Jones and Mario 
Andrett 

3, Any reference to any bad feeling existing 
between ourselves and Team Lotus, or vice 
versa, is purely Imaginary on the part of 
people in no way connected with either team. 
‘Those personnel employed by us who worked 
in the dim and distant past with Team Lotus 
have continued to enjoy @ good relationship 
with Goth Colin Chapman and all the person- 
nel at Team Lotus. We were all extremely 
Pleased to be the recipients of very 
encouraging remarks from Colin Wimself at 
both Masport and Watkins Glen. Team Lott 
also provided us with practical assistance at 
both ‘events, as did all the other European 
teams, which was very much appreciated by 
newcomers such ss ourselves, and which we 
hope will continue in the future. 

Nonwicn, Nonroux. 


ANOREW FERGUSON, 
(Managing Director, World 


Deserted ? 


‘An open letter to Vauxhall Motors film library 
Me Is with deep regret that I notice your 
descent into politics by denying the use of 
your films to Motor Clubs in Northern Ireland. 
(We were que looking forward to seeing 
Big. Gerry in action.) 

Te is difficult enough to keep our club 
running properly at the presen time, trying 
to persuade marchals to st fn dark lanes 
at the dead of night, not to mention the 
Public relations difficulties and the trouble 
‘with travelling around st night in some areas. 

Motor enthusiasts in this pare of the United 
Kingdom are as Iaw abiding as anyone else, 
intent only on enjoying their motor sport. 
‘Our films, shows and meetings are a great 
aid in keeping things going. 

‘Of course I realise that you have problems 
atso—the risk of losing one of your films in 
Belfast or the possibly worse risk of receiving 
it back from ‘us ~when, as it would carry 
a Belfast postmark, it may be trested as a 
Suspect package and so slow down your office 
work. However, at the moment there is 
probably more danger if it carries a London 
€r Birmingham postmark. Are you denying 
the use of your films to London or Birmingham 
based Mozor Clubs? 

1 can cnly think that it is a terrible thing 
if you are playing into the hands of the 
terrorists and helping to cut us off. 

Please don't desert us. We enjoy very 
much watching your films and we need your 
support to aid us to return to peace and 
normality. 

Rosms Grav, CHAIRMAN. 
(Queen's University of BerastT Motor Cius. 


Freeman fanatic 


I have enjoyed reading Aurosrort from cover 
to cover for many years now so I hope you 
won't mind reading something from me for 

As a Mexico Challenge spectator from ithe 
inception of this exciting branch of the 
sport I was interested to read your Cockpit 
Cameo on Neil McGrath in today's issue 
(December 12). I feel that it is only fair to 


to add runner-up Colin Vandervell in the 
Mexico Challenge to his Renault championship 
spoils.” I could hardly believe this when I 
sw it 


Neil McGrath turned to ‘Mexico racing in 
1973 “and finally won one at Croft.” In 
face he was subsequently disqualified follow- 
ing an inspection of his engine, and Rod 
Mansfield was declared the winner. The race 
took place on October 7, 1973, should you 
wish to check this out. 

Later on, following almost 200 words of 
the article ‘attacking a Renault 5 Challenge 
follow-competitor who was caught with an 
‘legal engine this year, the story reverted 
to the subject of Mexico racing, One got the 
Impression that Neil was the only challenger 
faced by Colin Vandervell all year. Yet only 
‘one man ever did beat the very able Vander- 
vell all year. Guess who? It was Mike 
Freeman, and much to his credit he achieved 
this nceable victory at Cadwell Park. 

1 hope Mike Freeman will not be 
embarrassed by this letter. I feel sure he is 
too modest to write to you about it himself, 
‘and I base this suggestion on a conversation 
I overheard in the paddock at Castle Combe 
during the season. Mike Freeman admitted 
that Colin Vandervell had outdriven him in 
the race, It’s a good thing that there aro 
some drivers around who don't have to resort 
to contrived excuses whenever they are beaten, 

Sorry to get 50 worked up, but I do think 
these ‘things are important. Til carry on 
buying Avrosrorr even so—it's still the best 
of its kind! 

EAuina, LONDON WS. 


James Gravy. 


Thank you, Thruxton 


At the Thruxton meeting on November 16, 
the BARC very kindly allowed me to make a 
collection on behalf of the blind, and we 
were delighted with the results. 

Due to the generosity and thoughtfulness 
of the drivers, mechanics, marshals and others: 
in the paddock, and the mctor racing addicts 
in the Club ‘Grandstand and surrounding. 
areas, we managed to collect over £50. 1 
would like, therefore, through the columns 
of your magazine, to thank them all, and 
<0 say that ‘they ‘have contributed towards 


We are a relatively small registered charity, 
everyone concerned working completely. 
voluntarily to produce a “Talking Newspaper" 
for the blind in cassette form, playable on 
cassette players/recorders. 

‘We edit, produce, record and circulate the 
newspaper cn C80 cassettes, and provide the 
casseie players, so you see we desperately 
need funds to increase our readers. 

If anyone would like to contribute towards 
our project, we, and many blind people, 
would be extremely grateful 

Merry Christmas, everyone, and thank you 
again, Thruxton, 

EASTLEIGH, HANTS. 


Jupy ANDREASON. 
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PALLISER FF2000 


Ist IN CLASS 3rd IN RACE 
AND ONLY 2nd TIME OUT 


racing at Brands Hatch (December 1, 1974) 

using a new 20/50 oil specially blended to 

hold oil pressure under the most arduous 
conditions a racing car meets. 


SUPER 


66p per 
1 litre tin 


£3.00 per 
5 litre tin 


MOTOR OIL 
20W/50 GRADE 


Overseas and trade enquiries at: 
ANGLO-SCOTTISH PETROLEUM CO. LTD. 


277 GREENWICH HIGH ROAD, 
LONDON SE10 8NH. 


Generous trade discounts. 


you can buy the jackets at Checkpoint shops or direct (no postal charges) by sen 


Draw-string 
and storm flap, 

Outside larger pockets 
with stormproot flaps 


Tough zip works 
from top or bottom 


Rally stripe 
(optional) 


Inside: 2 map 
5 (10" x 10°), 
jet pocket 


Key pocket 
in sleeve 


Stormeheater 
sleeves 


Special all-weather 
protective nylon from I.C.L 


rally 
To: Checkpoint Ltd. 43 Broughton Street. Manchester ME &WP 
Please send rally jacket by return. I have ticked size and colour 
CHEST 36° (738°) 40°] 42° -] 44° To order only - 10% 
Darkblue with light blue stripe |) Dark blue without stipe 
Black with green stripe) Black with yellow stripe > M 
NAME ADDRESS. 


Outside pencil pocket 


CHECKPOINT 


MIKE WRIGLEY'S 


IMAGE 


WINS HIM RACES 


Image FF1 in kit form for only £545 gets you into the 
racing scene. Stop watching it from the sides and be 
there with them, 


All. you need is a kit and some inexpensive manu- 
facturer’s proprietary components, a few months’ 
simple assembly and you have a very fast race- 
winning Image Formula Ford. 


Formula Ford racing should be inexpensive and certainly the 
idea! formula for po le seater drivers. The image 
now brings this ideal within every racing team's grasp. 


Whether it is just you and your mechanic or a full blown 
facing outfit. if you want to go motor racing build up an 
image kit over the rest of the year and get an entry in for 
Boxing Day! 


“Your Image is there to win” 


Write or ‘phone for di to: Vera Saunders (Sales), 
F.S.L. Care Ltd, Newcroft Estate, Tangmere, Sussex. Tel : 024- 
353 446 and she will send you details by return, or contact 

061-273 1432/061-439 3593 
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PROFILE 


“It’s not sour grapes” 


CHRIS AMON talks to NIGEL ROEBUCK 


I suppose you could 


‘effective end that morning I heard on New Zeal 


"4 just had one dri 


‘and did a time 


Chris extremaly 
that it would never 

‘When Amon returned to Europe, his pros- 
pects looked bleak. From New Zealand, he 
had talked to Ferrari, who was keen to have 
him. back, but too’ late—Acturo | Merzaro 
had been’ signed to drive alongside Jacky 
Tekx only days earlier. However, bearing in 


‘but now he prefers 


“In ‘72, the Tecno was 
bloody quick in a. straight 
line—certainly quicker than 
my Matra” 


mind the disastrous showing of the 1973 Fer- 
rari FI car, Chris probably missed very little 
“"When T got back to England, the only defi 
nite thing 1 had was the Group 2 BMW drive, 
and an invitation to talk with David Yorke 
about the Tecno.” Eventually agreement was 
reached and Chris went off to Bologna to 
have a look at the car, which had been de- 
signed by Alan McCall.” He quite liked what 
he saw. "In "72, the Tecno was bloody quick 
in a straight line—certainly way quicker 
than my Matra. Pederzani told me that they 
had found a lot more power over the winter, 
and I must say I felt quite optimistic about 
the deal. They all seemed very keen down 
at the factory, and the atmosphere was rather 
like my early days with Ferrari—a small 
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1s and the engine was misfiring, but I was very impressed with the cai 
ently had taken Lauda four days to get down to. 
‘March Engineering were pretty confident they were 


that my Grand Prix career came to 
id radio that March had terminated thei 


T felt at home 


joked good. The split, when it came, made 
ituas "a misunderstanding” and fe 


re happened, had he not been 13,000 miles away at the time. 


close-knit unit with Italian enthusiasm every: 
where.” Amon tried the car at Misano and 
was impressed with McCall's chassis. But it 
was obvious, even at this stage, that about 
quarter of Pederzani's much-vaunted horses 
were still in their stables 

T-went with Cheis on one of his early trips 
to Bologna, and it was apparent even then 
that all-was not well. Alan McCall had had 
fan enormous row with Pederzani and walked 
out. All sense of Urgency appeared to have 
left the Italians. For some time they had had 
it easy in F2, and they obviously expected the 
transformation to Grand Prix racing to be a 
comparatively  straigyiforwand step, rather 
than a full-time occupation. One incident 
highlighted this clearly. As we left the fac- 
tory one evening, it was stressed that the car 
must be at Misano the following morning by 
nine o'clock, 0 that Chris could be out test- 
ing early. The journey from Bologna to 
Misano takes the transporter about two hours 
At eight o'clock we went down to the fac 
tory to pick up one of the team's engineers, 
and found that the car had not yet been 
loaded up! Mechanics stood around, smok 
ing and chatting. Not surprisingly, both 
Chris and David Yorke erupted. The incident 
was a pointer to the whole season. The 
Tecno was withdrawn from the Spanish Grand 
Prix—“"not ready." The Belgian Grand Prix 


Chris Amon—" too nice a guy." 


also looked in doubt and Ferrari offered to 
make a car available for Amon for Nivelles 
and Monte Carlo but “unfortunately Peder- 
zani got the thing into some sort of shape in 
time for Belgium and 1 had to turn Ferrari 
down!" Things went from bad to worse. 
‘Amon and Yorke sat in the sun at Paul 
Ricard while practice was under way, waiting 
for the Tecno transporter to appear. It never 
did—nor did Pederzani bother to let anyone 
know. At Silverstone, for the first time 
in his life, Chris was at the back of the grid, 
the car recording exactly the same time as he 
had done with the old Ferrari V12 back in 
1969! At the same meeting he tried the Gor- 
don Fowell designed car for the first time 
‘and was quite impressed, “but the engine 
had go little power it was difficult to toll if 
the chassis really worked or not." A dyno 
test revealed the Tecno flat-12 was giving 
about 395 bhp at 9000 rpm, 340 bhp at 10,000 
fpm, and less than 300 bhp at 11,000 rpm! 
And’ remember, people, this was an FI engine. 

Pederzani's “émprovements" over the 
fist-12 had contrived to tose about 
70 horsepower! 
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In the middle of 1973, Chris had talks with 
Ferrari about rejoining the team for the ‘74 
season. “At the time,” says Chris, “they 
were going through a hell of a bad patch. 
Their chassis was Ickx had lost 
interest, and they 

successful outfit. In hindsight, of course, it 
‘was the wrong decision — like nearly all my 
decisions! But I think that very few people 
imagined that the ‘74 season would turn out 
the way it did for them." Chris thinks that 
going to Ferrari is somewhat akin to rou- 
Jette ; if they are on a winning streak, then 
everything is marvellous, but they rarely put 
together two. conseculive good seasons. 
Forghieri's absence from the team at that 
time was another factor in Amon's decision 
not to return to Maranello. Of course, the 


“Unfortunately Pederzani got 
the thing into some sort of 
shape in time for Belgium and 
| had to turn Ferrari down!" 


good Mauro was recalled Inter, and suddenly 


ly the Tecno operation petered out. 
“In Austria I told them I would drive the 
thing again when it was competitive, which 
‘meant that I didn't think 1 would ever have 
to drive it again! " However, shortly befo 
the Ttalfan Grand Prix, a phone call from 
Bologna promised that all was now well, and 
would he go down to Monza for some pre- 
race testing? “I did two laps in the McCall 
car, and the crankshaft broke! So then they 
wheeled out ‘the Fowell car and that was 
improvement of no less than 100 per 
cent, ‘That did four laps before it blew up. 

* And that was the last time Amon had 
‘any dealings with Pederzani. 

‘Then came a bolt from the blue: an offer 
from Ken Tyrrell to drive the third team car 
in Canada and America. Throughout the press 
this was heralded as Amon's last chance," 
and naturally Chris was happy to. accept, 
although normally he dislikes one-off drive: 
But you just don’t turn down a Tyrrell 
Surely, we all said, this is where hi 

But it didn’t. In Canada, he drove 


ihtly quicker 
than Jackie, although JYS improved the fol- 
lowing day ‘after his car had been put back 
to front-radiator specification. Unfortunately, 
there weren't enough bits to do the same for 
‘Amon’s car. On race day it rained, and Chris 
hada miserable race for the normally super- 
reliable Tyrrell refused to behave properly. A 
relief valve in the fuel pump was sticking, 
causing the engine to cut out, and then the 
fuel-metering unit broke, putting the engine 
on to full-rich. Not a happy day. 

However, far worse was to follow. At Wat- 
kins Glen, Francois Cevert was killed In prac- 
tice, and’ the remaining Tyrrells of Stewart 
and Amon were withdrawn, Chris and Fran- 
cols were close friends, and there could have 
been no more miserable end to the season. 
After Watkins Glen, of course, Stewart an- 
nounced his retirement, and many were those 


“| didn’t join Tyrrells because 
| wasn’t asked — it’s as 
simple as that” 


who expected Chris to replace him as a per- 
‘manent member of the Tyrrell team. After all, 
Ken was known to have a high opinion of his 
ability and had often said that, should Stew- 
fart retire, Amon would be his ‘first choice as 
team leader. But it never happened. “Why 
didn’t you go to Tyrrell?” Chris is often 
asked, and the question annoys him intensely 
as it infers he chose to turn the offer down. 
“1 didn't join Tyrrells because I wasn’t 
asked — it's as simple as that.” 

‘Now it was time to think seriously about 
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1974. As usual, Amon had several offers, in- 
cluding the perennial one from BRM. “Every 
day they called me up, promising this, that 
and the other, but I couldn't see it working 
out. I mean, look at BRM's record — what 
Would you have done? I just couldn't face 

that hassle with Stanley and everything 
Td had a bellyful of politics.” There were 
various other things in the wind, too. Paul 
Michaels tried to persuade him to drive the 
Hexagon Brabham, there was talk that he 
would go to Yardley-McLaren, that he would 


“| decided to go ahead and 
build my own car, which was 
a mistake . . . a Complex car 
was a much bigger mistake 


sign for Frank Williams. The more he thought 
about things, the more he came to the con- 
clusion that his best course of action would 
be to run his own car. 


time, has changed not at all. He is Very fond 
of saying that he is much harder than he 
used to be, but ‘are an enor- 
‘mous number of unscrupulous people in and 
around motor racing and, for them, Chris has 
always seemed easy prey. Louis Stanley isn’t 
Fight about a lot of things, but his assess- 
ment of Amon is absolutely on the nail: 
“Chris is a brilliant driver but too nice a 
fellow.” This is at once why everyone likes 
him and why he hasn't had a tenth of the 
success his talent warrants, He persists in 
ignoring life's —and motor racing's — golden 
rule: he trusts people. He has frequently 
taken advice from people with no knowledge 
or interest in either him or racing other than 
spotting the opportunity to make a quick 
buck 


Amon in his ithfated FI car. 


Looking back on the Fi project, Chris has 
this to say: “ Obviously, in hindsight, what 1 


should have done was to go out and buy a 
car. If Td done that, I think I might well 
have had quite a good season. The thing that 
Put me off was. the feeling that a customer 
car is not the same as a works car, that I 
would always be stuck with second-best. So T 
decided to go ahead and build my own car, 
which was a mistake. But to opt for a com: 
plex car was a much bigger mistake, although 
there seemed to be good reasons for doing 
it-at the time. When I started it, my inten- 
tion was to become a constructor and to stay 
that way for several years. I felt that a simple 
straightforward car would be good in the 
short term, but that we would have to design 
and build’ a completely new car every 12 
months. Financially that just wasn’t on. So 
T decided to go for a complex car which, 
hopefully, we could develop and develop, a 
Lotus have done with the 72.” 

‘The Amon FI project got off the ground 


at the worst possible time. Within weeks; the 
Arabs had decided to hold the world to ran- 
som, advertising budgets were slashed, and 
hopgs of finding a sponsor virtually’ dis- 
appeared overnight, Then the miners’ leaders 
Spotted a good opportunity to make a killing, 
and we were plunged into the three-day 
week. Any time you have a couple of days 
to spare, Chris will tell you that McGahey 
and Scargill are not among his favourite 
people. . .. The three-day week put them way 
behind. It’ was a chaotic time, with Amon 
dashing all over the place, talking to possible 
sponsors, chasing suppliers. Several sponsor- 
ship deals almost came off, but eventually 
Chris had to face the fact that all the costs 
would have ¢o be borne by himself and John 
Dalton. 

Eventually the car was finished, however, 
and Chris tested it for the first time at Good. 
‘wood at the beginning of March. "I think if 
4 car is going to be any good at all you can 
tell the first time you drive it. For example, 
the first time Denny drove the M23 it was 
quicker than the M19. I suppose I should 
have got the message about my car much 
sooner than I did; wherever we took It, it 
‘was desperately slow. Because it was my own 
car with my name on it, I suppose I didn't 

to face it.” The first major problem 
was the inboard front brakes, which had a 
chronic vibration problem. Not only that, they 
didn't seem to slow the car down very much. 
Chris reckons that the brake problem put 
the team back about three months, as well as 
costing a great deal of money. In early test- 
ing, there were several accidents — a con- 
stant velocity joint broke at Goodwood, a 
rear wheel bearing pulled out at Silverstone 
and a front brake shaft broke in the Spanisl 
Grand Prix at Jarama. .. . Chris was unhurt 
in all these incidents, but they did nothing 
at all for his confidence in the car. 

For Monte Carlo, the car was fitted with 
outboard front brakes and front radiators. 
Chris found that the handling and ride were 
terrible, but at least the thing was stopping 
reasonably well and he was able to qualify. 
But then, during the last session, a rear wheel 
bearing pulled out, as had happened at Silver- 
stone, and there was no option but to scratch 
from’ the race. “On closer examination, 1 
found that the studs holding the wheel 
bearing on, which were metric studs, did not 


stud! I was pretty upset about it — 
it was my life that was on the line out there, 
[had deliberately left as much as possible to 
Gordon Fowell and Richie Bray, my crew 
chief, in the preparation department, so that 
all I'had to do was drive the thing, When I 
id look closely, that was what I found. You 
can imagine how I felt. Bray blamed Fowell, 
and vice versa.’ 


rs 
“I'm getting out of Grand 
Prix racing and | shall do 
F5000, both here and in the 
States” 


After Monaco, Richie Bray left the team 
and Fowell was ‘insistent that the car should 
be put back to its original specification, com- 
plete with inboard front brakes. It had been 
designed around them and would never work 
properly with outboards, he claimed. Many 
more weeks were now’ lost, as the team 
awaited delivery of beefed-up components for 
the brakes, and the car next appeared at the 
Nurburgring. Chris did only" one lap in 
practice. He had an attack of sinus trouble 
and was simply too ill to drive, so the car was 
turned over to Larry Perkins, who was Un- 
fortunate enough to go off the road when he 
hit a wet patch on slicks. So that was the end 
of Germany. 

For the Amon Fl car, Monza was do-or-die. 
The team went down a week early to get in 
Some testing. Nothing fell off, there were no 
problems with the engine, but the car was 
55s off the pace. It was as simple as that. 
‘After practice, in the paddock, Chris was a 


" 


Griven. When you press the pedal, there was 
no vibration at all, the thing just stopped.” 
He did about sixty laps that day and came 
back feeling a great deal happier with life, 
now knowing that his own car really had been 
that bad. Louis Stanley asked him to drive for 
the team in Canada and America and Amon 
accepted. Canada was a waste of time. There 
was trouble with the springs and Chris's car 
had 2 broken engine mounting throughout 
the meeting. But at Watkins Glen we saw 

od Amon at work, flinging the car from 
lock to lock, wringing the last ounce of speed 
from it. He qualified well, but on race day the 
engine overheated badly’ from the start and 
was rough throughout the race. Amon 
eventually finished ninth, 


| mean look at BRM's 
record — what would you 
have done ? | just couldn't 
face all that hassle with 
Stanley .. . I'd had a bellyful 
of politics’ 


Louis Stanley has been trying to sign Chri 
for years. But Amon tested the car again 
recently, and thinks the engine Is way off the 
pace. Aiso he discovered that he had been 
10 and Amon finished sixth in their first race together. It was a dreadful marriage Pogistered. as a BRM driver for 1975—bdefore 

he had even discussed terms with Stanley 
d to 9 in the thing was needed {0 make up his mind 
workshop, throw s tarpaulin for him, this was it, and he informed BRM 

all about it.” The days of wasn't, Interested. 


The FLT 


picture of utter dejection. It had all been ust wan 
for nothing, all that’ money, all that tin 


Throughout the season, he had been convinced 


that the car just didn't have it, that there c oking back on the season, he gets de 
Were several inherent design faults and it was jet another m BRM, wh seed for he has wasted another year of his 
never going to make it. But the designer jess than satisfied with the efforts fer, and he has lost a great deal 


wouldn't have it, and there w idChris go Up. to 


that Snot ‘the car, but th driver It was a day to John 
was either not trying or simp! fast infidence. ~ After drive in, 
enough any more. When Amon got back 00d ‘competitive 
from Monza, he was in the depths of despair, and tun down simply because he 
as if he were almost beginning to think they were right an obligat Datton. Of course, @ lot 
were right, that he had lost his touch. As brakes on any car I've ever of people would say he was a damn fool, 
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and certainly loyalty is not = quality preva- 
Tent in modern motor racing. But one cannot 
imagine Chris making any other decision. 

To some extent, of course, the legendary 
Amon luck is of his own making, He has 
lUnerringly gone to the wrong team at the 
wrong time. He hates making decisions. He 
Drevaricates. But he is totally honest with 
himself about his ability in a racing car, 
makes no attempt ¢o blame the car when 
he has an off-day. Many people have written 
him off, said that he is a has-been, but let 
them not forget that the last time he had a 
competitive car—the Matra in 1972—he did 
‘@ magnificent job with it. Remember Clermont 
Ferrand? 


‘So where does Chris Amon go now? After 
12 years. of Grand Prix racing, he fecls 
that he cannot face another season with an 
uncompetitive car. “I must say I'd reached 
a point where I expected to qualify in the 
first six or so. When you've got used to that, 
you don't get a great deal of pleasure from 
Griving a car which has to struggle to qualify. 
Thad several years of being very competitive 
with Ferrari, March and Matra. I'm 31 now, 
and 1 don't see much future in driving a 
third-rate car. After two years like I've had, 
T don’t kid myself that I'm going to be offered 
fone of the plum drives. So I'm getting out 
of FI racing and 1 shall do F5000, both here 
and in the States, Strangely enough, I don't 
think I shall miss Grand Prix racing all tha 

much; I'll miss the Grand Prix racing I used 
to know, but then I've missed that for a long 
time anyway ! Formula 1 has changed a hell of 
fa lot in the last five years, and mainly for 
the worse, as far I'm concerned. Everything 
Is $0 serious these days because of the money 
involved, 1 suppose. Ie isn't fun any more. 1 
know a lot of people are going to accuse me 
of sour grapes, but I genuinely don't think it 
is that. I'm not bitter about it. I'm quite happy 
with what I've done in Grand Prix racing ; I'm 
not satisfied with my results, obviously, that's 
quite another thing, But I had my good years, 
led a lot of races and proved to myself that 


BRM have 
declined 


ried to tempt Amon to drive for them next season but the New Zealander has 
‘despite recent outings in a P20! 


I was prety much on a par with anybody, great friend of mine, and I often wonder what 
Tm sure that a people are going to book he would have thought about certain things 
upon my decision to-do FS000 as a step that happen in Grand Prix racing ‘oday—t 
down, but I think of K more asa step siie- think he would hate it 
ways, I'm excited at the prospects because So naw Chris Amon is on the threshold of 
Wes @ completely new deal for me, and I feel a totally new area of motor racing. You may 
rather as I'd in the early days of the CanAm get. the Impression that he is biter, twisted 
with MeLarens. I'm pretty sure that F5000— and full of self-sympathy. In fact, he 
In the States particularly—4s going to become none of these things. A bit disillusioned, 
the formula, and it's going to get much more maybe, but nothing more. He remains 
petitive than it has been. It's a seneible optimistic about the future, and his pressence 


formula, too, because the cars are quick and in F500 should give the formula a shot i 
spectacular and the costs are still relatively the arm. He will drive Jack McCormack's 
Tow. Also I'm hoping I will get some fun out a in the Tasman Series this winter, and 
of my racing fora change. People have told next year there is the prospect of some 
me that the atmosphere in American racing fantastic battles between Andretti, Redman 


is lke Fl used to be. Jimmy Clark was & and Amon, don’t you think ? 
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Fit Formula 70. Fast, low profile radials 
from Dunlop. 

Squatter than your ordinary cooking radials, 
they're built tough, rugged and broad across the shoulder 
to put more rubber on the road. 

Inaction, at any speed, Dunlop Formula 70 
Radials respond crisply, precisely. 

They get a big, graunchy grip to make the best use 
of every ounce of extra horsepower p 
you and your car can muster. 

The short, supple sidewalls 
flex instantly to keep the full width 
of the broad, big-block tread biting 
down on the road, gripping hard 
come rain or shine. 

Engineered to add maximum 
traction to your car’s maximised 
power, Dunlop Formula 70 are the 
Ultimate bolt-on go-faster goodies. 

For all the facts, advice and 
a free Formula 70 sticker, call 
in at your specialist Formula 70 
centre. For the address of the 
Centre nearest you call 
Freefone 4092 any time. 


13 


Don’t m 
pre-publice 


The year’s finest motor racing annual — at £1.55 off ! 


Save £1.55 on the most 
complete and up-to-date 
annual of the motor 
racing year 


Published January 17th, £5.50 
Pre-publication offer, £3.95 
Offer expires January 15th 


All the action, excitement and atmosphere of the sport is captured in the pages of this 
beautiful book . . . 


Detailed Grand Prix reports by Pete Lyons with full results, team-by-team analysis and 
lap charts are backed up with superb action photography by some of motor racing's best 
photographers. 


Authoritative reports detail the facts—and the lessons behind the facts—of the 1974 
season in all major areas of the sport: sports car racing, F2, F5000, CanAm, NASCAR 
and USAC, historic car racing and international rallying. 


And a wealth of ‘special features covers the big stories and talking points of the motor 
racing year. There’s a foreword by World Champion Emerson Fittipaldi. An exclusive 
article on the Grand Prix revival of Ferrari. A profile of Fittipaldi, twice World Champion 
at the age of 27. And there's an examination by Pete Lyons of the lessons learned from 
the 1974 Grand Prix season, and a glance towards what the future will bring. 


The Formula 1 teams are examined in detail, with exclusive statistics, technical specifications 
and data for the whole season. And there's a 16-page portfolio of all the year’s major results. 


ways been, the permanent record of the yea 
rs afterwards. This is what champion drivers in motor racing hi 


events, to be used for 
@ to say about it: 


“ Among motor racing people, AUTOCOURSE is 
the book everyone looks forward to at the end thi 
of the year. It is the most accurate of al 


* Of all the books and magazines on motor racing, 
is nothing quite like AUTOCOURSE. No other 
the publication gives such an accurate and comprehen- 


annuals and it is also the first to appear—a remark- 
able achievement in every respect.” 
JACKIE STEWART 


“ AUTOCOURSE is something to look forward to 
at the end of the year. It is essential reading for 
anyone who has a serious interest in motor 
racing.” 

EMERSON FITTIPALDI 


“The most complete and interesting record of 
motor sport available 


GRAHAM HILL 


sive coverage of the year's major events.” 
JOHN SURTEES 


“ AUTOCOURSE has always been the most 
complete record of each year's racing.” 


JACK BRABHAM 


“ AUTOCOURSE has always been an excellent and 
accurate record of the season's sport for the 
serious followers of motor racing.” 


STIRLING MOSS 
AUTOSPORT. DECEMBER 19, 1974 


AUTOCOURSE 


Grands Prix+F&O00 « Sports cars «USA « Rallies «1974-75 edition 


Return completed form to 
Hi Publishing Ltd (Autocourse Book Sal 


34 
London W1 


ri nd mo 1974-78 AUTOCOURSE(S) 
per book plus 37p post and packing. | 
‘enclose cheque/PO for £4.32 per book 


Name 
Address 


Ast 
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The new 1975 range of March customer cars. From left to right, they are the Renault Atlantic, 
2ilitre, F2 and F3 care and can take virtually any engine variants. 


TRACK TESTS 


The ’75 March range 


By IAN PHILLIPS and CHRIS WITTY 
Photographs by DAVID WINTER 


March Engineering 


fare a journall 
come up with some meaty story or provide 
‘@ worthwhile quote on any subject you care 
to mention, 

Avrosront has always been in the fortunate 
position of being offered group tests of March 

‘The company let us loose in all their 
ears at the end of 1970 and 1971 and once 
‘again we are grateful to Max Mosley, Robin 

the long suffering development/ 
liaison man Ray Wardell for setting 
up a ‘Goodwood for us last week. 

‘To have four very competitive racing cars 
put at your disposal for a day is something 
that all aspiring racing drivers long for. For 
journalists it's a far off dream and wh 
‘opportunity arises we don’t think twice. 

‘Last Wednesday was beautifully sunny on 
the Sussex Downs but it was bitterly cold. 
‘everyone having experienced snow on the way 
down, The track was dry but so cold that 

‘was difficult to get the tyres on any of the 
cars up to any sort of proper working tem- 
erature, However, Robin Herd appeared (on 
the surface sure) to have no 

fualme about letiing we prove our skill, oF 
Tack of it. 

"The cars laid on for us were the 752 F2. 
75S 2-litre sporss car, the 753 F3 and 75B 
Atlantic/Formula B. The F2 car is the first 
really new production formula car from March 
for four years, while the sports car is, in 
appearance, very different and the F3/FB all 
feature many changes to those which have 
been s0 successful in 1974. 

Most of the changes are concerned with 
aerodynamics and safety but also, and very 
Important for a company like March, easy 
maintenance and driveability for customers. 

Herd reckons that progress is at last being 
made as far as aerodynamics go. There's not 
50 much fishing around in the dark, however, 
“Aerodynamics are still in their infancy on 
racing cars. There's still a lot to come.” 
Herd’s main aim in changing the shape of the 
1975 cars is to increase straight line speed, 
which is where he thinks his cars have been 
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came Into lacking recently, especially when up against 


the highly developed shapes of the Alpines in 
F2 and sports cars. 

‘On the safety side the F2, spores car and 
atlantic have all got built-in deformable 
structures, while additional strengthening has 
gone round the footwells in the form of 
‘double skinning of the vertical panels to the 
footwell 

"The forward braced roll-over bar, pioneer- 
ed on the March 721X, is fitted to all models. 
‘This has obvious advantages in protecting 
the driver's head in a sideways impact and 
shielding i from a wheel coming back, Also 
it gives protection from safety fences, armco 
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the driver's elbow from inside will get it 
out of the way. 

March have come in for some criticism 
recently about their cars not being suitable 
for privateers. Robin concedes: “the '74 cars 
were for customers difficu to set up: many 
of the detail changes we have made will cure 
this.” This has resulted in new suspension 
geometry and new uprights which will allow 
Customers to choose between the 23 and 25 
in diameter tyres which are currently avall- 
able. Accessibility has been improved for 
many components, especially on the new F2 
chassis, and engine changing will be made 
‘easier. 

‘Expansion at the March Bicester factory 
recently means that virtually the whole of 
the manufacturing of the production cars is 
done on the premises, which has meant @ 
reduction in time and cost of building the 
cars. March have been the most successful 
‘commercial constructors in the past ¢wo 
years; their new range, it appears will carry 
them through to further honours. 


MARCH - BMW 75S 


March have been toying with the sports 
car market since the end of 1972 when they 
first employed the BMW engine in a 2-litre 
car for Jody Scheckter in the Springbok 
series. Although the car was quite successful 
‘and showed a lot of promise, 1973 did not 
really see the company make any inroads 


on the Lola/Chevron/Abarth stronghold. 

‘A development of this car was produced 
for 1974 and a works assisted version for 
Jean Ragnotti in the European championship, 
backed by Antar. The series was, of course, 
dominated by the French Alpines and their 
V6 Renaukt engines. However, Robin Herd 
reckon that March were nearly there. "At the 
end of the year we could out-handle the 
Alpines but they murdered us on the straights. 
‘We were about 600 rpm dawn.” 

Mechanically the car is very similar to the 
existing model but the bodywork, as on the 
other models, is the result of much research 
in the MIRA wind tunnel. Robin puts the 
lack of ‘straight line speed primarily down 
to the inefficient bodywork on the '74 car. 
The new car has @ very small frontal area 
but the most noticable feature Is the lack 
of height of the car. With the exception of 
the ‘airbox and the wing the highest part 
of the car is the bodywork over the rear 
wheels; thus really the car is just a couple 
of inches higher than the whedls. The body 
follows the contours of the wheels and be- 
tween them is just monocoque high, produc- 
ing not only an attractive shape ‘but one 
which reduces drag and improves the airflow 
onto the special NACA high cambered rear 
wing. The cockpit surround, which is no 
higher than the rear wheels, has been designed 
to eliminate buffeting and reduce drag induced 
by cockpit turbulence. In fact an adjustable 
screen will be available oh all the models to 
reduce buffeting for drivers of all sizes, 

‘The method of suspension remains the 
same on all the cars, the classic narrow track 
upper and lower wishbones, but the front 
geometry has been changed’ campletely and 
the rear adjusted accordingly. "Aluminium 
Koni independently adjustable dampers are 
fitted while Lockheed brakes are employed, 
outboard and ventilated at the front and In: 
board at the rear with the latest double piston 
calipers. Fl specification drive shafts take the 
power fram the Hewland FG400_ gearbox. 

‘The teat car last Week was fitted with What 
Robin described ag the latest hot BMW that 
chief | development engineer Paul Roche, had 
produced. However, it can take also a 
Harare or even an Alpine V6 (ary getting 
hold of one of these). There is also a version 
which will take the Cosworth DFV. d-litre 
til. 

‘Sexy. That's the only way 1 can seally 
describe the 2-litre car. 
right, but 
bodywork,” said Ray Warde 

Painted virgin white, the 75S has really 
beautiful curvacious lines; it's long and lithe 
even with the Suitre bodywork fitted as it 
was at Goodwood last week. This 4s consider- 
ably wider % accommodate the extra big 
F1 Goodyear tyres which were fitted to it, 
We had it with 19 in rears instead of the 15 
in which would normally be fitted. 


Our Editor climbs into the 2-litre sports car. 
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thereby blocking off the airbox! 


‘Alan Jones warmed the car up prior to 
my taking it out, First of all T had to get in 
It. Don Merry is the mechanic looking’ after 
this delicate creature and, although Alan is 
2 good dea: broader than me, 1 couldn't get 
into the seat before Don moved the padding 
from underneath me and replaced it between 
the belts and my stomach, 

‘Although {was jammed in with my feet 
firmly” against, the pedals and my head show- 
Ing a few inches above «he roll-over bar, one 
sult got the impression of being exceptionally 
Tow Gown in the car. Looking at car and sit- 
ting n't t got the impression that the driver 
sits very faF forward, not only in the sports 
car but all of Robin Herd’s new creations 
"e's noe 0," said Robin. " It's just an optical 
ittusion 

‘The only oar 1 had ever driven before where 
1 could not see the wheels was a Gl 
which isa diferent kettle of fish entirely. 
Not" actually’ knowing properly which way 
the circuit went meant that pointing the 75S 
In the right direction was to bea whole new 
experience. It was. 

‘The cockpit” was neatly laid out with che 

gearlever of the lovely five speed Hewland 
ffearbox falling easily to hand just right. of 
the. steering "wheel, The kill/master switch 
Is on the steering wheel boss and all the other 
Switches neatly laid out on the left. A flick 
of the master switah, the fuel pump and ignit- 
fon, press the starter button just once and the 
2illire BMW fired instantly. Pulling the gear 


‘away. 
true, Much more pleasant than many a road 
car i could name . 

‘Although there was no power from the 
engine until it reached about 6200 rpm it hap- 
pily burbled along at about 4000 rpm while 
T sorted out which way the corners went. 
‘Once round Lavant for the first time and 
knowing that a nice long straight lay before 
me, the right foot went straight to the floor 
and my little white mistress just shot for- 
ward. And wow did she go. I didn’t notice 
the kink but Woodeote soon came rushing 
up, the tarmac being covered in black marks 
where brakes had been used to the full. Okay 
$0 1 wasn't going quickly but such is the 
impression of speed that one daris for the 
‘brakes and hits them hard. Without a trace 
of argument the car just slowed drastically 
‘there and then. 

‘That initial taste of power made up my 
mind, I didn't want ¢o bother with the 
chicane; I just wanted to put my foot down 
‘and feel the punch. Because of noise regulat- 
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Our 6HYt Sports Editor at speed in the BMW-powered sports car, Note how high he is sitting. 


lons at Goodwood all the engines are fitted 
with silencers, which not only restricts the 


power quite considerably, but creates dis. 
traction for the driver in that he cannot 
hear @ proper engine note. The rev counter 
was well over to the left and I had problems 
looking and listening as well as feeling my 
way round the circuit. Luckily a rev limiter 
was fitted which came in around 9500 rpm 
$9 I couldn't destroy Roche's latest baby. 

‘The most noticeable feature of the car was 
the very direct and positive steering. 1 think 
it was Jackie Steware who used to say driving 
racing car required a touch as delicate as 

‘one were making love to the most beautiful 
irl in che world. If there's a girl in this world 
who Is as responsive to a delicate touch as 
this one my ‘phone number is .. . it really 
was quite beautiful. I found I could point it 
anyway at any time and there it would go. 

The one occasion I did try the chicane, I 
hadn't really got used to the car and although 
it went through wih 90 problem I found my- 
self thinking, “how the hell did I get through 
there without touching everything". This 
‘again came down to my inexperience and not 
being able to see the wheels. It required just 
the slightest touch of the wheel and it 
slipped through, but 1 was certain I had done 
it all too soon and just waited for the 
clout . . it never came. There is of course 
a great deal of car/ and bodywork behind 
the driver and with the direct steering 1 felt 
as though I was sitting between the front 
wheels which created all this in my mind. 
Te’ was beautiful Indy without any vices 
at 

Motor racing journalists tend to be cynical 
of the many privateers who turn up at odd 
races for 2-litre sports car around the world 
and just trundle round and enjoy themselves 
Never again will I make derisory remarks 
about these gentlemen; there can be no other 
class of racing which could be such fun. 


Yeaping straight into a 285 bhp sports car, 
never baving driven anything nearly so quick 
in my life before. Still, there's always 


the “driving compartment and being, unable 
to remove the it_was a question of 
moving the adjustable pedal box forward to its 
maximum and even then, I had to remove my 


shoes so as to get some sort of feel. A 
lictle padding pushed me well up into the air- 
stream. Because of this, I felt, as if 1 was 


f 
knocked on the Jgnition and fue: pump switch 
throbbed into life and with a dab of 


Bearing in mind the cold tyres, T took It 
easy for a couple of laps, acclimatising one- 

self to the smooth positive gearchange but 
suffering badly at being so high in the air- 
Stream. The turbulence was pretty bad as on 


Star, forcing the bottom half into my teeth ! 
In the end, 1 would have to hold my breath 
on that part of the circult, only for the visor 
to mist up as I cautiously’ backed off for the 
first part of St Marys. ("It's flat said Alan 
Jones.) Here the car would become nervous 
and weave a little, " We ought to really stick 
some more rear wing on” Robin told me 
afterwards, 

‘Anyway, through the double apex right 
hander a:' Lavant I experienced one of my 
three moments of the day. With such a small 
frontal area, 1 was unaware of the much 
wider rear end. Flicking the BeeEm down 
Into 3nd gear, my confidence had. grown to 
try and slide (on cold tyres !) the car 
this section, thus turning it into one long 
sweep and thereby gain a better entry onto 
the main straight. What happened was as the 
front left comer straddled the verge, the huge 
overhanging 19 in left rear tyre became a lawn 
mower and, in an instance, the March recoiled 
underneath’ me, I realised the error and tried 
to keep as straight a line as possible but the 
opposite tyre had gripped and shot me back 
onto the track and over the second apex. 

Down the Lavant Straight, the car seemed 
to ‘have far more poke ‘and wasn't 60 
badly affected by the strong crosswinds that 
were sweeping the exit of Madgwick. 

It’s a big wide car with which to negotiate 
the chicane but 1 managed it, the right rear 
wheel kissing the kerbed exit most laps, 
until it rode up a little too high on one 
lap and the flick back sent us momentarily 
fishealing past the ashen faced March per- 

Despite my physical handicap, I found 
it an extremely easy and flexible car to 
Grive albeit off the pace. cw 


The 2-litre car we tried featured the wider 
S-litre rear end and. thereby ran on much 
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Running with hack bodywork as well as a replacement nose from the Formula Atlantic car 


following an earlier mishap by tes 
delights of the 280 bhp F2 car. 


MARCH—HART/BDA 752 


The 752, Formula 2 car, is the first ceally 
all-new March since the 71 series (the March 
numbering system is very simple; the first 
two digits referring to the year and th 
third ¢he formula). In fact, Robin's 1971 range 
of cars were probably the most successful all 
round, The same basic monocoque has re- 
mained unchanged on the single seaters #nce 
‘then, until now ‘hat is, when the F2 has 
‘changed completely. The '71 version, in fact, 
was developed to take three F2 champior 
ships; Ronnie Peterson in 1971, Jean-Pierre 
Jarier In 1973 and Patrick Depailler in 1974. 

In a formula which has seen a 
of development over the past couple of years, 
Robin found that it was difficult to advance 
much further with the four-year-old design. 
Like the sports cars in 1975, F2 requires 
crushable structures but this did not dictate 
the shape; they have been built in as an 
integral part of the chassis. The most notice- 
able feature in the new tb are the bi 
Paniers at the side. This is to get the weight 
Centred around the middle of the car which 
improves the weight distribution. This elimin- 
‘ates the changes in handling characteristics 
‘as the fuel load decreases through the race. 
‘The new monocoque has a new cast perpen- 
dicular bulkhead to provide excra strength in 
head-on impacts; the car is also down to the 
‘minimum weight limit. 

‘Again, straight Kine speed was something 
which the 742. model was shor of com: 
pared to the Alpines, The same shape of nose 
Is retained but instead of being flat up to the 
cockpit it rakes fairly steeply up to the cock- 
pit surround which has ledges around the side. 
‘This has shown in the wind tunnel and on 
the circuit to have lowered the overall drag 
and increased the downforce. Although not 
fitted last week a one-piece engine cover and 
‘airbox is available €o improve air flow on to 
the rear wing. 

Increased torsional rigidity has been 
achieved through the greater section of the 
chassis and the wider base of the rear sub- 


oil radiator at the rear. 

‘So far the F2 has undergone a good deal 
of testing and Alan Jones who, until he began 
testing for March, has had the car lapping 
quicker than the works cars managed 
throughout 1974. 

‘After the sports car I was shepherded to- 
wards the Formula 2 which Brian Henton had 
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driver Brian Henton, our Editor was able to sample the 


March F2 mechanic Bob Torre assis 
Editor into the F2 ear. 


been pushing round very hard before me. "1 
can’t get the tyres up to any sort of work: 
ing temperature, you'll find it understeers a 
bit." That, Mr Henton, was a bloody under- 
seatement. In fact, the rear tyres were just 
getting up to the lowest working temperature 
But the front, well they were just stone cold. 
T must admit that on a couple of occasions 1 
got worried, very worried. If I hadn't been 
$0 anxious to get the power down it might 
have been better, but the initial burst through 
the corners saw the front wheels running 
away from me. I can put it down to good 
guperience —T just don't fancy & repeat per: 

However, to_get back to the beginning, 
mechanic Bob Torrie had to remove the seat 
completely to get me in. But once I was in it 
seemed there was no getting out, not that I 
wanted to anyway. Unlike the ‘sports car, 
where, because of my shape, I was virtually 
sitting on top of it, I slipped into the F2 like 
a glove; the car really felt part of me. 

Slotted into the back was one of Brian 
Hart's latest Ford BDAs, not the sandard 
March-BMW F2 arrangement. Having sam- 
pled BMW power for the first time in the 
sports car I looked forward to Hartamed 
horses also for the first time. Whatever the 
engine difference, I was certainly about to try 
potentially she quickest car I had ever sat in. 
T was not disappowwed. 

‘A question often asked of drivers is 
“What is the difference in power and speed 


between, say, F2 and Fl or F3 and F2?” 
The answer is generally: “Nothing, really, 
which is noticeable. It's all relative” All I 
can say is, that when I ask that again and I 
get the same reply, I shall have to decide if 
the guy is just Driliiant or a giant bullshitter. 
I found there was a great difference between 
an F2 and a 2-litre sports car, and they have 
the same size engines with, supposedly, the 
same power. 

‘When the horses from Hart's Harlow stable 
are harnessed together, at about 6000 rpm, 
boy, you know all about it 

‘Whereas the sports car felt like a quick 
road car, the F2 was most definitely a racing 
car and'if March's insurance brokers knew 
just what it was like for a novice like me to 
be Jet loose in such a projectile, I'm sure 
they'd clamp down, The Formula 2 car is 
quick, very quick. 

1 really got the impression of speed on the 
flat out sweeping par of the track from 
Madgwick round to St Mary's, The Sussex 
countryside rushed by like you just couldn't 
imagine as is my 
mind as I try to recall it, The ridiculous 
thing about it, though, is that, because it was 
s0 cold arid the silencer was fitted, I wasn't 
feven going quick enough to get into top gear! 
What I do recall, though, is that the car was 
beautifully stable at all’ time. Even though 
the tyres were cold through the fast sweeps 
i just sat on the road perfectly. The steering 
‘was light, but seemingly not as delicate 
the sports car. You have to drive the F2, 
not that it’s difficult, it just appears to be 
corying out for somebody to get in i and give 
it some stick. It doesn't want to be treated 
delicately. It appears to have a lot of patience 

wants to Be extended to its not incon- 

‘at all time. I'm sorry 752, 1 

n't got the bottle, but I know there are 

many people who'll give it to you and 

together you're going to be successful like 
your sisters in 1973 and ‘74. 

‘The Hart engine seemed to have more 
punch than the BMW but If you let the revs 
drop below 6000 rpm then you'd be quicker 
walking. There was no gentle progression at 
all. To do it all wrong and let the revs drop 

14 then sit there waiting for it all to hay 
pen was embarrassing, but as soon as that 
Tittle ‘white needle hit ‘six you were on your 

and while “it climbed 
you're on the way to 

In closing this section I'd like to 
Robin Herd of his promise to let us go back 
and try again in the summer, when condi 
tions are more favourable. Please Robin. 


Ip 

The Formula 2 was what I'd call a real 
racng car, With the new side pods and the 
Jong nose it looked big and fast. Very fa 
As the seat was removed for me also, I 
eased down into the monocoque and felt like 
being wrapped in a cocoon. | felt even more 
secure noticing the forward roll-over bar 
struts on either side of my head. 

My only experience of an F2 car is sitting 
in one warming up an engine. That was m 
1971 when the engines were 245 bhp FVAs 
‘As the slave baitery was plugged in at the 
rear, the order came to hit the ignition but- 
ton.’ Again it was the same procedure as the 
sports car and this time the Ford barked into 
voice. I sat there for two or three minut 
blipping the ‘throttle up to 4000 rpm waiting 
for the water and oil temperatures to rise 
to their normal working optimum, 

I was pushed back and wheeled out on to 
the track, the engine note blipping like some 
pent-up stallion. Remembering Robin Herd’ 
advice to watch the tyres as the car would 
be extremely ewitchy, I eased back off the 
clutch and as it bit right at the top, the car 
pulled forward without any fuss. Clicking 
down my visor, I stretched my right foot and 
the Ford cried for more. We're in unison. “I'm 
going t be the boss, not you" 1 muttered to 
myself as I rushed ‘off into the wild green 
pastures of the Sussex countryside, taking 
care to keep everything pointing in the right 
Gireotion on the strip of tarmac that lay con- 
stantly in front of me. 

Bang! The kick came in as the revs flicked 
up past 7500 rpm. Phew! This one's a goer. 
Nine grand. Maximum revs. A deft flick of 
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the fight wrist and it's into top and she's 
sul honky on. J-e-s-u-s, shades of pretty 
rapid motoring, Out around the back, I was 
at last able to experience the sensation of be 
coming a human cannonball. 

Even with the constant reminder of what 
might happen if I tried anything heroic with 
the tyres, I was still able to point and squirt 
this gorgeous woman right up to her orgasmic 
maximum. It’s fair to say that the first half- 
dozen laps were spent just getting used to the 
power. Even though I was still sitting rather 
Upright, the high-sided cockpit surround was 
Payctologically reassuring. The gearchange 
wasn't as crisp as the sports car and hada 
Very definite looseness in the linkage. There- 
Tore any changes from third to second (for 
the chicane) or vice Versa necessitated a firm 
and deliberate action of the wrist. Even this 
fractionally longer change was noticeable in 
the engine note, a firm thomp announcing the 
engaged cog while I worried about ruining the 
dog. rings. 

‘The traction away from the chicane past 
the pits was really tremendous, although, 
sadly, I've nothing to compare K with. By the 
time you approach  Madgwick, you've 
snatched fourth and I braked, to steady the 
car on entry, before easing back on to the 
power for the long treble apex sweep on to 
the straigtt. The engine spluttered a lice 


Thia ts what the new F2 looks like with all 
ita bodywork in place. 


during the earlier laps as it dropped off cam. 
Gaining confidence by the minute almost 
obliterated this embarrassment and the hump 
two thirds of the way around the bend 
actually became exciting as the smaller For: 
mula Atlantic nose (Henton had rooted the 
F2 one earlier) didn't quite cope with suf: 
ficient downforce and the front end lost ad- 
hesion momentarily. Whee! The Lavant 
Straight didn't become one and combined 
with a relatively competent approach up to it, 
that entire back section became really quite 
entertaining. 1 just couldn't believe the Gs 
created by the comering forces, and I 
‘was a full 5s off what Henton had achieved 
fan hour or so earlier, 

‘A waved hand indicated to pit after 10 
laps or 80 which I reluctantly adhered to. The 

acatto roar waned and spluttered as I 
backed off upon leaving the chicane and my 
heart died a little as well. A quick upward 
flick Killed the engine and the beast rolled 
to a stop. Robin craned forward and beckoned 
me toward the waiting Atlantic car. 1 re- 
leased my belts, flicked up my visor and 
remarked how I'd just ridden a broken stal 
lion, not a wild one as I had feared. 

‘They tell me Patrick Depailler takes Madg- 


wick flat out 
cw 


MARCH—BMW 753 
MARCH—FORD/BDA 75B 


‘The FS 753 is a development of the car 
which won four championships in Europe last 
year and is, of course, still basically the same 
as the 713 model although subtle changes 
have been made. The body, for instance, is 
the same as the F2, The main structural 
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change is the new rear end ot the chassis. 
This has been done to increase torsional 
rigidity and the previously fabricated rear 
beam has been replaced by an aluminium 
casting. As well as aiding the handling the 
additional rigidity should increase the reli- 
ability of the rear chassis members. 

‘The suspension differs in geometry and is 
now easier 10 set up for any given circuit as 
well as having a more precise and predictable 
character. Lockheed brakes are used, out- 
board at the front and inboard at che reat 
Bilstein gas-filled shock absorbers and a Hew- 
land Mk 9 gearbox 

‘The F3 has a single mid-mounted water 
radiator and can be fitted with a Novamotor- 
Toyota, Holbay-Pinto or BMW engine. Good- 
year tyres were fitted fo the test car, on the 
Fegulation 8 and 10in rims. This is a new 
departure for the Walverhampton company, 
who, until now, have not been involved in 
F3. Robin said he thought chat there was a 
need for development in this area before the 
car reaches its optimum performance 

‘The last car which I tried was the Formula 
3 car. This was fitted with the latest BMW 
F3 engine which is expected to be popular in 
the category next year. After helping Robin 
Herd and our photographer David Winter 
through two bottles of Macon during lunch, 
the others were all pretending to be famous 
racing drivers and sipping fruit juice, I don’ 
think I'd have known the difference between 

ines, I'm just pleased it was the F3 not 
the F2. 

‘Swede Gunnar Nilsson had been flinging 
the car round while we had been imbibing 
and I took over as soon as we got back 0 Mt 
was well warmed up all round. Again i re- 
quired the seat to be removed. although 
Gunnar is about my size. Mick Rowe accom- 
plished this quickly and I must say I felt 
‘more comfortable in the F3 than any of the 
other cars 

It was really a very strange car to drive. 
First of all the engine emitted through the 
silencer admittedly, a dull droning noise and, 
of course, the character Is. mostly torque 
Father than top end power. The rev range is 
4200 rpm to 6000 rpm, so of course it's not 
exactly hard work to keep it in the working 
range. The engine, however, was not quite 
‘au point as the previous day it had blown a 
head gasket and repairs had been effected at 


March F3 manager 
before she tries the BMW-powered 753. 


Mick Rowe and Swedish F3 


the circuit This combined with the fact that 
the two cars T had previously driven were 
giving over 200 bhp and this one around 155, 
made it seem very slow in comparison. 

Tt was possible to go. most of the way 
round Goodwood absolutely flat out (I didn’t 
try, but Gunnar said it was) and it seems very 
easy to drive. Again it was a tremendously 
precise little car although it did seem to 
Oversteer a shade on the very quick corners 
perhaps due to the stiffness of the Bilsteins, 
This was probably due, in fact, to the car not 
being set up properly, there had been no time 
to adjust the wing, or anything else, because 
of the engine problems. I'm fairly certain that 
‘with same practice I could have got a com- 
petitive time in the F3 as it was easy to 
Grive. But when I said to Gunnar: "It's 
easy,” he said: “No it isn’t really." The real 
truth being, of course, that it's easy to get 
down to a time that brackets you together 
with 30 others in cars of virtually identical 
performance, but to get that little bit ext 
out of it to lead the field is difficulr. That’ 
the difference between a real racing driver 
and a pretend one like me. 

In fact the F3 was the most fun to drive 
of the three cars, mainly due to the experi 
fence of the morning and the confidence 
gained. Despite the adverse conditions it was 
difficult to find the limit. 

F3 is not going to be quite so easy for 
March to dominate next year but in the 753 
they have a car which will require a great 
deal of ingenuity from designer and driver to 


"We didn't win the Formula Atlantic 
championship this year and we're a bit sore 
about that.” That was Robin's opening re- 
‘marks about the new Formula Atlantic/FB 
car." We missed out on top speed. The Lola 
was our strongest competitor here and on 
fast circuits we were some 400 rpm down, 
‘although they couldn't touch us on the slow 
circuits.” 

Like all the other new models a new front 
suspension geometry and the F2 bodywork 
have been drafted on to the existing mono- 
coque. Although not mandatory the 75B also 
has deformable structures built into the 
‘monpeoque. It 
‘and developed with the 742 F2 car, The car 
has (wo mid-radiators and will accept either 
the Ford BDA (for England) or twin cam (for 


‘ace Gunnar Nilsson confer with our Editor 
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"All mouth and trousers” from Brian Henton 
as our Editor listens intently just what the 
ear should be doing. 


Canada and the USA), It also has the familia 
Lockheed brake arrangement and Koni dam~ 
pers while this model employs the Hewland 
FT200 gearbox 
‘The Atlantic car was the one which all 
the drivers who have been testing at Good. 
wood recently, really like (it must be said 
that the 
Atlantic 
BS 


yems that the straight line speed prob- 
Tem has been conquered. 
IP 


‘An dlectrical ailment which had been bugging 
the Atlantic car all day was remedied in eime 
for us to carry on with our lightning appraisal 
of each chassis, The same procedure of seat 
removing saw me relatively comfortable in- 
Side the purposeful Tooking 758. The oar 
looks very similar to the current 742 F2 car 
‘with streamlined side pods but possesses 
amatier wheels and tyres. This car in fact 
belonged to Derek Cook and had one of his 
BDA engines fitted. She fired up more or less 
straight away and I immediately noticed how 
Tight the throttle response was. Bt just re- 
‘quired tension in the right foot to keep the 
Unit ticking over whereas the others needed 
@ definite prod. 

Pulling the gearlever back across the gate 
‘and down to select first, I was about to move 
off when the engine died. Even with the slave 
battery attached, i didnt wam to know 
and thus a plug change took place. it still 
wouldn't fire antil it was noticed that I'd 
Acoldentally knocked off the engine “kill. 
Switch” ‘on the left-hand spoke of the steer- 
ing wheel. “Ronnie's lost two races because 
of that,” I cried. “But it has saved him oo 
‘more than one occasion” came the instant 


reply. 
‘With various hands gesticulating my folly 
(would prefer the switch moumed on top 
‘Of the steering boss), I chugged away to 
follow my editor around for a lap in the F3 
car so that we could stage some action 
photographs. With little more than 1500 revs 


torque reading is about 2000 revs below that 
and coupled with a five speed box, gearing 
for ‘specific corners doesnt seem that 
necessary 

I really enjoyed the F3. The smailer tyres 
fe the car that tittle extra give and X 
iy fe chuckable, It was ‘super. You 
couldn't hear the low revving BMW engine 
‘at all and just had to deve on the rev 
counter. The torque was so good that the 
Bight right hander around the back saw me 
taking it in fourch with the engine still pulling 
hard onto the straight. I later came down 
to the more appropriate third. As the darkness 
began to descend, I was just gecting into the 


One of the most enjoyable cars was the little March-BMW F3 car (| 


It became a hive of activity down at Good: 
wood last week with the Atlantic car sitting 
in the foreground while the F2 is readied for 
the off. 


groove, just lifting for Madgwick (which must 


Be flat’ out with a little more rear wing) and 
almost taking the St Marys right hander with 
foot glued to the floor, 

‘The little 753 gave so much confidence 
‘that T overshot the exit of the chicane on my. 
final ap and leapt and bounced all over 
the grass, Portunately, it all kept itself 
‘straight. and 1 pulled in, feeling a bit 
knackered but desperately wishing for another 
fling. Thanks. 

cw 


) while the Atlantic 


(right) proved troublesome and suffered from an electrical malady after Just a lop. 
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BERKELEY SQUARE GARAGES 
ee GROUP Qaimled 
Several models now on display. 
Please check reavailability 
other specifications 


59-61 Albert Embankment, SE1 (South side Vauxhall Bridge) 
Tel: 01-735 5321 


In this age of communications he’s 
seconds away! Just pick up the phone 
and dial your nearest Mamos dealer. 


We hold huge stocks of = 
(S| Rover Triumph | pons. Call and see us now! 


MAMOS QUEENSBURY MAMOS HARROW MAMOS HIGH WYCOMBE 
Honeypot Lane, Station Road Amersham Road 
Stanmore, Mi Harrow, Middx High Wycombe, Bucks. 


on 
Tel: 01 952 7373 Tel: 01 427 0022 Tel: High Wycombe 23832 


MAMOS SLOUGH MAMOS AMERSHAM 
Farnham Road, London Road, Members of the 


fen Slows 24001 Tet Amerson 5811 MAMOS GROUP 
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Road test 


by John Bolster 


The Rover's design has dated remarkably little and is the special sort of car that only the British know how to make. 


Rover 2200 TC—a transformed 2000 


Too many manufacturers spoil their cars 
when they are trying to improve them! At 
last, here is an example of @ popular model 
which has received all the right treatment 
and is now incomparably better than the 
earlier version. 

‘The Rover 2000 bas been the darling of 
the British middle classes for more than a 
decade, Like the French professional man, 
who demonstrates his solid worth by driving @ 
Peugeot, his British equivalent shows that he 
has arrived when he buys his first Rover. Its 
fairly conservative yet distinctive lines are 
very much to his taste, as is the discreet sug: 
gestion of luxury without extravagance. 

It Is therefore more a criticism of myself 
than of the car when I say that I found it 
deadly dull, for it had all the virtues that I 
most detest, like a man who means well or a 
go0d woman. Now, Rovers have up-rated the 
suspension and transmission, in line with their 
3500 V8, and they have totally transformed 
the performance of the overhead-camshaft, 
four-cylinder engine, 

‘The twin-carburetter version always had 
plenty of speed, but i¢ was desperately short 
Of torque in the middie ranges. The cylinder 
capacity has only been increased by 226 cc, 
but the compression ratio has been reduced 
and bigger exhaust valves have been fitted, 
together with a three-silencer system of greater 
volume. The improvement in maximum horse- 
power is very small, but the torque goes up 
from 124 Ib ft at 3500 rpm to 135 Ib ft at the 
reduced speed of 3000 rpm. What that mas- 
sive increase does to the performance can be 
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Imagined, but something cannot appear in the 
figures, which is the astonishing metamor- 
phosis ‘of the somewhat unrefined engine into 
2 notably smooth and quiet unit. 1 decline 
to believe that the modifications are only 
those stated as the improvement is $0 great 

To cope with the extra torque, the clutch 
as been up-rated, and the gearbox developed 
for the V8 has been adopted. Similarly, the 
differential of the bigger car has been instal- 
Jed. ‘That these things are necessary can be 


The Rover's rear suspension has been stiffened up by utiliz 


realised if one reflects that the instantaneous 
torque of a 2200 ce four-cylinder may be 
greater than that of a 3800 cc VB. The rear 
suspension has been stiffened up by adopting 
V8 components and some extra sound insula- 
tion has been introduced at this point. 
Using the Rover on my everyday occasions, 
1 was surprised, on parking it, to hear favour: 
able comments on its appearance from 
strangers in more than one place. I try to 
keep my road test cars well washed and 


1 the V8 components. 
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Road test 


The driving position Is now very pleasant, though the latest seats are hard. 


polished, but there's no doubt that the British 
fare addicted to Rovers. The driving position 
is good and I must admit that I am sufficient 
ly old-fashioned £0 like the big steering whee! 
Those Httle ones are logical in the confined 
space of a single-seater but it’s hard to 
arrange them to give a clear view of the 
instruments, In the case of the Rover, a long. 
narrow ir inlet, instantly adjustable for 
direction and volume, gives a cool atmosphere 
for breathing without freezing the driver's 
hand. This is the best ventilation yet and it 
would be difficult to arrange with a smaller 
meering wheel 

Unfortunately, the driving seat did not 
sult my anatomy at all and I found ic very 
hard for a long journey. The space for the 
roar passengers” legs Is not too generous and 
the doors might be easier to enter. The lug. 
‘gage boot Is also rather cramped and largely 
Occupied by the spare wheel 

On the road, the 2200 TC feels lively and 
responsive, with useful top gear acceleration 
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from quite low speeds. Nevertheless, the 
maxima are high in second and third gears, 
the changes going through very nicely. The 
‘engine spins up to 6000 rpm without becom- 
Ing noisy and 100 mph cruising can be main- 
tained for as long as the driver wishes, The 
car reaches 108 mph quite quickly and’ then 
holds that speed, which is more than most 
Owners will require of &t 

The controls handle pleasantly, the steer. 
Ing is never heavy, while the brakes are both 
powerful and consistent in action. There is 
Tess understeer than in the past, the car being 
well balanced and handling safely on slippery 
Surfaces, when hard acceleration may cause 
the rear-end to break away, but this can be 
instantly corrected. During normal motoring, 
the car rolls less than before, only reaching 
considerable angies when driven very hard 
indeed. The cornering power is not exception- 
al, though more than adequate, and the de 
Dion axle gives good adhesion over bumps. 


A Wetle firmer than before, the ride is 


capacity of the engine has been increased by 226 cc and results in a useful torque increase. 


very comfortable once the car is in its 
stride. At town speeds, there is some up-and- 
down movement that ‘passes off as cruising 
pace Is reached. Bump-thump is rather notice- 
‘able over broken roads or catseyes and tyre 
roar over sandpaper surfaces can be rather 
joud. Wind noise is quite low and does not 
increase as much as usual with speed. The 
stability of the old 2000 was not impressive 
in side winds but the 2200 is somewhat 
better in this respect 

There are some nice things about the car, 
such as the reserve petrol tap which ha 
been a Rover feature for so long—it saved 
me from being stranded on the MI. The trig 
ger on the gearlever is so much more pleasant 
than having to lift or lower the thing, often 
with considerable strength; besides, the best 
Vintage cars had ¢his arrangement when 
quality mattered more than price. The tnter- 
mictent wiper setting should be on alll cars, 
but i's surprising how few of them have it 

For tong, fast journeys, the performance 
of the four-cylinder Rover has been trans- 
formed. Whereas the 2000 seemed to need 
urging along, the 2200 is more than willing 
to get_on with the job. People who would 
normally have bought the 3500 may be in 
doubt as petrol costs rise. The old 2000 
would have seemed a bit sluggish to the 
VB owner but this new model, with its great- 
ly increased torque and smoother perform. 
ance, is not so far behind the more powerful 
Rover. 

The Rover is a special sort of car that 
perhaps only the British know how to make. 
There Is nothing spectacular about it but It 
has an air of quality which is obvious at 
first glance. Its design has dated remarkably 
ttle “and its friends know about its few 
faults and accept them, ordering snother 
Rover as a matter of course. I used ¢0 dri 
myself to school in a Rover when I was 
twelve years old and I still enjoy handling 
the latest version. 


| A RAL || 
Maxmp.h 108 
- | a 
+— 14 mile —}— 
fed 
|__| Rover 2200te | 
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Official agents 


JAGUAR-DAIMLER-ROVER- 
TRIUMPH 


GROVER] 


QULiAns SIDNEY MARCUS LTD. 


Soe Cle 24/28 BOSTON PLACE 
PORTMAN ROAD, DORSET SQUARE 


READING, BERKS 


Distributors in Berkshire for N.W.1 
TRIUMPH - JAGUAR - DAIMLER 
AND ROVER 


Tel: Reading (0734) 585011 Tel: 01-262 6693 


Sales and service 


Puaoviaw [S] strives (6 Rover 
WADHAM STRINGER 


FIRST CLASS 


ROVER Tie 


\ 
WADHAM STRINGER SERVICE 
(WESTONIA) LTD, 
592 WELLINGBOROUGH ROAD, WADHAM STRINGER 
WESTON FAVELL, one (PORTSEA) LTD, 
NORTHAMPTON, (DEVIZES) 
NORTHANTS NEW PARK STREET, pete as 
TEL: NORTHAMPTON (STD 0604) DEVIZES, a =| 
401141 WILTSHIRE HANTS 
(Main Distributor) Tel: 0380 5303 Tel : 0705 27261 
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McLaren Cars : 
their turn on 


the rostrum 


The most successful team in 
Grand Prix racing this past 
season was the Marlboro/ 
Texaco-backed McLaren équipe. 
Patrick McNally recently spoke 
to Teddy Mayer to try to deter- 
mine who are the guiding lights 
in Colnbrook’s successful orga- 
nisation. McLaren have always 

to choose the right 
formula to contest and seem 
to know the moment to switch 
—the CanAm was a classic 
example. Teddy Mayer’s com- 
ments regarding the Con- 
structors’ Association are also 


enlightening. 


1 don’t think we are the closest team, I think 
the Tyrrell team is more of a family affair. 
We do try to retain @ certain continuity in 
the team, because it takes a lot of time to 
train new people. We endeavour to make it 
‘as attractive as possible to work for McLaren. 
T believe everybody who works for us realises 
that success is the result of a group of very 
sxperienced people working together—not 
any one individual 
it 


‘am an American, I think we are a realistic 
team; most of us have had unpleasant ex- 

"3 in racing which enables us to come 
to terms with the dangers of motor sport. 


Who at MeLaren makes the major decisions 
Fegarding polley and such things ss sponsor. 


ship 

Generally speaking they ai 
bination of people: | Phil Al 
Caldwell, Gordon Coppuck, Don Beresford and 
‘Tyler Alexander. Obviously in some decisions 
mot ail these peuple are invclved—only the 


ones relevant to a particular subject. 1 can- 
‘not remember any time that I have had to 
take the boss's attitude, Here it is decision 


by committee—fortunately the committee is 
‘small enough for it not to be too ponderous 
@ procedure. Also, we don't usually have so 
‘many alternatives. Direct business decisions 
‘are usually taken by Phil and myself; con- 
cerning drivers, Atastair would also have 
something to say. 


Basically the two-car Marlboro Team Texaco 
FI team, with Emerson Fittipaldi and Jochen 
Mass. ¢ running one car in all USAC 
races for Johnay Rutherford, sponsored solely 
by Goodyear—we will probably run a second 
car at Indy, but the driver for this car is 
SHIN ‘to be decided. Fittipaldi chose not to 
race at Indy as it interfered too much with 
the Fl schedule—but he showed up remark- 
ably well when he tested there, 


Have you ever considered moving your whole 
‘operation Stateside ? 

We have obviously considered it—but never 
seriously. More than half our programme is 
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Fl—on the contrary, both Penske and 
Parnelli have both been forced to set up 
workshops over hee. Speciasst labour is 
cheaper, and there are suill plenty of small 
‘companies prepared to undertake “one-off " 
jobs—in the States it is nearly impossible 
to get such work done. 


It is just economic, it és so expensive it has 
to be. Our income is made up roughly as 
follows : 50 per cent to 60 per cent sponsor- 
ship, 30 per cent to 35 per cemt prize and 
starting money, and the rest from the sal 
Of cars and paris. Only consistent race results 
have made it viable. 


What is your relationship with other teams 
and the companies supplying the sport? 

I think pretty average. The successful teams 
are pretty courteous and puite, sad we even 
lend each other Ford engines. Recently some 
of the teams have tended to seem jealous of 
our success, ‘but this is natural enough 
when one is competing so fiercely with every- 
‘one. One bas to take every possible advan- 
tage as we are all competing for a fairly 
‘smail cake. This means if our slice is bigger. 
someone else's will be smaller. We are very 
happy with suppliers like Cosworth, and Hew- 
land have always treated us at least as well 
4s any other team, 


‘That old but pertinent chestnut, What do you 
see for the future ? 
‘That's a real tooth grinder! Motor racing. as 
I see it, is a fringe entertainment activity. 
Currently it is largely supported by the 
advertising budgets of large companies with 
paying speciators contributing between 50 per 
Cent arxd 60 per cent. Advertising, however, is 
the first thing to get the chop in a crisis. 
‘Our future (McLaren's) is closely linked to 
the economy. I think we are about to see a 
major shake-out in motor racing: therefore 
we need to be well organised with tight cost 
control. The only formula wivich has don 
that of late ts FI. You only need to look at 
the complete and utter shambles in both the 


International Sports/Prototype and Saloon 
Car Championships to see this. I do feel 
Ford, BMW and Porsche themselves 
allowing the Championships rules to be 


mucked: about. 


‘What position do you think the F1 Construc- 
tors wil adopt next season? 

I feel that the Association must play a large 
part in the future. The constructors along 
with the race organisers are the ones with 
money invested. Together they should make 
the decisions that affect the sport. This has 
happened cover the past few years which /s 
the reason Fl is in better shape than F2, 
sports car, and saloon car racing. 

TT think ‘the constructors, as a body, realise 
we need to take in new members and get 
Fid of dead wood—if only to make sure that 
our act is the best in town. 

‘Anybody who thinks we make decisions to 
scraw either sponsocs or organisers is rather 
naive—we need them as partners. I chink in 


decision proving detrimental to the sport. It 
is true the Constructors’ Association does 
tend to protect its weaker members—but it is 
very difficult to foresee which realms will pro- 
vide the continuity vital to Fl. A good team 
‘who come in for a couple of seasons are of 
Jess value than a less successful equipe com- 
eting for ten years. 


What do you think of the FIA and the appeal 
tribunal’s decision on the Lauda case? 


“good guy."—"bad guy” justice, but leave 
important. decisions "to professionals who 
know their business, Referees’ decisions seen 
to be wrong on TV are not changed! Hard 


I think the formula should be changed as 
little as possible—though I am all for changes 
that would substantially improve safety—but 
not on the Whim of some non-technical people. 
‘A good example of this was the recent move 
to ‘restrict tyres—to reduce tyre width is 
insane. You don't put Piper Cub tyres on a 
Boeing 747! 

‘Any changes are bound to cost a lot of 
money, even if it's only because it makes 
some equipment obsolete. 

"Tae changes 1 would like to see would be 
a gradual reduction in the amount of fuel 

‘obviously politically sound in 
ray crisis, would encourage re- 
Search into fuel economy, and stop unwanted 
and highly expensive engine development. 
Horsepower costs money—if Ferrari were t 
develop a highly-complex and extremely 
costly engine, it would use a fot of fuel. A 
fuel formula is self-limiting and is fair for 
all. Look what happened in CanAm with no 
engine restrictions—the Turbo Porsche 917 
killed CamAm stone de 

1 wouldn't be drastically opposed to an 
increase in the weight limit —3Okilos more 
wouldn’s hurt." Not every constructor’ would 

ree with me. 


It has been sald that the McLaren chassis 
have been the best handling—hence your 
success. 

‘We wouldn't agree with that, we don't think 
we have had superior handling. Denny Huls 
Isa vastly underrated driver—possibly the 
biggest single reason Denny was not as suc- 
cessful as Jackie Stewart—he wasn't prepared 
to stick his neck out passing, In at least one 
race this season Denny was lapping for half 
the race quicker than Emerson! 


What do you think would have happened bad 
you had Peterson rather than Fittipaldi driv. 
ing for you this season ? 

[don't know Ronnie well enough to say— 
though I have high regard for his driving 
‘ability, Until you" work with a driver you 
can judge him; but I don't think we would 
have had the same communication we bad 
with Emerson who is a very bright driver— 
therefore I feel the results would have been 
worse, ‘at McLaren we worked out our 
‘own championship based on grid positions. 
Lauda scored 101 points, Rogazzonl 47 ai 
Fittipaldi 45, then came Peterson and Scheck- 
ter—which goes to show Emerson is a very 
quick driver. 


In your opinion which are the best and worst 
GP circults ? 

Possibly the best and fairly safe is Interlagos 
where the crowd can see two thirds of 
the track. Brands Hatch used to be the worst, 
but they made a lot of improvements this 
year, and once again the spectators get a 
‘good view. 


What factors made you decide on the replace- 
ment of Denny ? 

Who was available? There wasn't too big a 
choice. Whether they would fit well into the 
team, and were the scet of person swtlh whiom 
‘we could communicate, We did consider some 
‘American drivers—who tend to be underrated 
over here. 


Why did you let Scheckter go? 
We didn't think it was fair to hold on to 
him when we might not have been able to 
give bim many Fl drives. I think Jody is 
Very, very good—but not as good @s Emerson, 


denly lost Fiat support and received outside 
sponsorship they would hardly have to 
‘uatify for membership. 


‘What do you think about the proposed trans- 
fer system, It doesn't seem fair to either the 
drivers or sponsors, just some sort of assur- 
lance for constructors? 

Certain teams and sponsors go around incit- 
ing drivers to break contracts, and if we can 
achieve agreement among ourselves it has 
got to be good for the sport. 


Special stage 


sdited by lan Sadler 


Toyota Celicas to contest 
the British internationals 


This time of year is traditionally 
a period of decisions relating to 
the coming year’s plans, and at 
Toyota it is no exception. Ove 
Andersson was over here at the 
weekend discussing possible 
plans for next year. Nothing has 
Yet been fixed for certain, but 
it appears that there will be a 
lot of rally participation in 
Europe, This side of the water, 
the aim would seem to be a con: 
certed attack on the home inter- 
nationals with the new 2-litre 16- 
valve Celicas; and there is the 
exciting possibility of a new 


driver being Invited into the 
ranks early in the New Year. It 
ig all a matter of conjecture at 
the moment and the final deci 
sions will not be taken until 
Christmas Eve on the other side 
of the world. However, Toyota 
were undoubtedly very” pleased 
with the way things went on the 
RAC with the G2 1600 Levins 
and. Pat. Moss-Carlsson's Celica, 
nd this result cannot have failed 
to encourage them into greater 
participation, especially now that 
Datsun UK have pulled out fol- 
lowing their RAC’ Rally success 


@ Tickets for the “ice drivinj 
Spectacular” we reported lai 
week are available at a cost of 
0p each nildren under 18 
rs, 30p) from The Scotsman, 
Norn Bridge. Edinburgh. Po 
plications should be 
“Motor Sport on Ic 


Broadspeed rally Escort shows its paces 


Making some exceptionally sweet 
noises around Bagshot late last 
Week was none other than the 
much talked about Bi 

rally Escort. The car w 

to the Army proving ground for 
evaluation tests by top Scottish 
rally driver, Donald Heggle. 
Heggie's navigator and co-driver, 
George Dean, was also on hand 
along with’ Broadspeed and 
Wiggins Teaps personnel. We: 
gins Teape will be continuing anc 
increasing their support of this 
crew next year, as we reported 
Previously, and the Broadspeed 
car looks likely to be their 
machine for next season. Heggie 


Cheques should be payable to 
‘The Scotsman Publications Ltd. 
‘The tickets are also available 
locally jorts Tune, Brandon 
Terrace. Edinburgh ‘or _ from 
Murrayfield Ice Rink, Edinburgh. 
All of the proceeds go tc 
NABS. 


Alpine Monte Carlo team is finalised 


The Renault Alpine team for the 
1975 Mone Carlo Rally has now 
been finalised. There is a strong 
five car line-up consisting of two 
110s almost certain to be driven 
by Nicholas and  Ragnotei; and 
two A310 to. be driven by 


Therier and Warmbold. John 
Davenport will be accompanying 
the German during the rally. The 
four cars are all powered by 
1800 TC. versions of the RIG 
engine. The fifth car is a G2 
Renau:t 17TS entered for Piot 


Easier servicing for Safari 


Officially changed in name from 
the East African Safari Rally to 
just plain “Safari Rally.” the 
regulations are now available for 
this unique event. They have 
been produced in a new smaller 
pocket size, sturdily bound and 
covered, and they are much more 
convenient and clearer than. in 
previous years thanks to the new 
FIA regulatio the format 
The route. will 
5,000 km and planning is 
well advanced. Some new and 
Inveresting roads will be included 
Servicing for next year's event 
should be considerably easier, a 
fact which the organisers hope 
will please both privateers and 


commercial 
scrutineering will take place on 
Wednesday, March 26 and the 
rally is scheduled to start on 


entries. Pre 


‘Thursday at 16,00 hours from the 
Kenyatta Conference Centre, 
Nairobi 


‘Official air carriers for the 
Safari are East African Airways 
and they are expected to offer 
special rates for competitors and 
Journalists. Special trips will be 
arranged for spectators, details of 
Which we should be’ furnished 
Weh shortly. All enquiries and 
requests for regulations should 
be. addressed to: The Safari 
Rally HQ, AA House, PO Box 
40087, Westlands, Nairobi, Kenya. 
Telephone Nairobl 46826, 


car has Iain idle with the intense 
Broadspeed involvement with 
racing production saloons and 
other racing taking all of the 
company's time. At first sight 
the car looks to be no more (or 
less) than an extremely well pre- 
sented RS Escort, finished in the 
xandard Ermine White and with 
aluminium wheel arch extensions. 
However, as would be expected 
coming from Broadspeed, the car 
is far from standard Boreham 
built and incorporates many note- 


worthy and, in some cases, 
unique features, 
Above all, the car is a beau 


tiful example of engineering for 


Rear suspension of the Broadspeed car showing positive Watts linkage 


location and fore/aft links. Flimsy leaf 


is expected to make further visits 
to Bagshot before any final 
decisions are taken 

‘The car was originally ordered 
by Malcolm Patrick last year as 
replacement for his Porsche, 
‘but he later cancelled the order 
and fo: most of this year the 


spring” satisfies regulations. 


safety in every aspect possible, 
as well as being a very quick 
car. Examined asa whole or right 
down to the tinlest detail work 
the car is immaculately built. 
Construction and finish Is of a 
very high order and the vehicle 
is complete with a fire extin- 


at Bagshot 


guishing system and a roll cage 
of immense strength, with per- 
pendicular tubes to” all pillars 
and a cross brace Integral with 
the scuttle and linking to the 
Dulkhead and suspension. The 
engine used is a fuel injected 
unit of 1900 ces for increased 
dlock wall thickness. The fuel 
injection system used — Incor- 
porates a Lucas metering unit 
‘with Tecatenit Jackson bu'terfly 
throttle operation. Power output 
is in the region of 235 bhp with 


@ maximum torque figure of 
180 Ib'ft. ‘The unt is tractable 
from 6000 rpm > 10,500 cpm 


ands progressive torque curve 


Been achieved. At all stages 

‘engine develonment 

bility” has been Broad: 
speed's aim. 


Broadspeed have been opera: 
ting a re-butding service of cer- 
tain parts during the past year 
and now that the racing season 
is creating less pressure Broad: 
speed have returned their atten- 
tions to the rally car. The Escort 
isa test-bed for their parts, such 
‘as ventilated disc brakes and the 
rear suspension system, which 
incorporates Watts linkage and 
coll springs. Although the suspen: 
‘sion was not entirely to Heasie's 
liking during the first. Bagshot 
session, Broadspeed are confident 
that it’ can be suited precisely 
{© the driver's requirements. 
Their own front springs are used 
‘and the front/back system allows 
for easy adiustment of ride height 
and characterievics to sult rough 
for smooth rallies 


Broadspeed consider their next 
market co be rallying and this 
coming year will be building up 
a stock of their own development 
offthe-shelf rally parts to. be 
used in conjunction Bore- 
ham pieces. 


Timo Makinen won the Finnish 
Northern Lights Rally using a 
revolutionary new snow tyre with 
spikeless grooved centre section. 
This enabled maximum effect to 
be taken of the reduced number 
of edge spikes. Finnish regula- 
tlons have reduced the number of 
‘studs allowed on railies 


@ Although there does not appear 
to be much interest at Worthing, 


world-wide, Datsun's interest in 
‘motor sport continues to produce 
results. In the USA the Japanese 
company have just won their 
fourth consecutive Sports Car 
Club of America (SCCA) National 
Rally Championship. Second in 
the championship were American 
Motors, and third were Volvo. 
The Ulster Automobile Club 
are very busy at the present time 
Organising the Benson and 
Hedges Circuit of Ireland, and 
fone of the most pressing ‘prob- 
Jems on the agenda is the need 
for marshals. If you would like 
to marshal on this great event, 
contact the club at 3 Botanic 
Avenue, Belfast, BT7 1JG. In- 
ducements inclide £10 expenses 
to offset petrol costs somewh: 
instant membership of the Ben- 
son and Hedges Rally Club, as 
well as other encouragements. 
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Lancia change 
their colours 
to Alitalia’s 


From what we hear, it seems 
that Lancia. will” be changing. 
their colours next year. The 


familiar red and white of their 
ong time sponsors, Marlboro, 
will be swapped for the national- 


Istic shades of green, red, and 
White; the colours of the 
Italian flag and the insignia of 


thelr new sponsors, Alitalla 


CSI working party 
discuss championship 


Recent points under discussion 
by the rallies working party of 


the CSI in Paris included several 
areas of vital Imporcance ; in: 
cluding a standardisation 
regulations for events qualif 


for the World Championship of 


rallies which will. be enforced 
from. the 1975 Acropolis on- 
wards. These events will be 


spaced out at more suitable in: 
tervals in 1975; in particular the 
Tour de Corse. The obligation of 
4 pare ferme at the start of these 
rallies has now. been cancelled, 
and there are new eriteria for 
the qualification of | seeded. 
drivers. 


Popular Galway 


Circuit of Galway competitors 
are reminded that’ entries close 
tomorrow, Friday, December 20 
at the standard’ rate of  €30. 
Enries will be accepted up until 
January 3 with an additional 
Tee of €5 and, at the very latest, 
until January 17 at a cost of £40: 
The organisers have reported 
that, $0 far, cross-channel entries 
are‘ outnumbering Irish entries 
two-to-one which certainly 
demonstrates the popularity of 
this rally. The Galway is a 
counter for the European Drivers 
Championship. The rally boasts 
the Impressive total of 425 
miles within a total route of 625 
miles, As reoorted earlier, special 
‘accommodation and travel rates 
have been made available for 
Intending competirors, For 
regulations and information con- 
tact Mr P. J. Dolan, Poltin Stil, 
Inverin, Co Galway. For travel 
enquiries: Dsitours Ltd, 5 St 
Stephens Green, Dublin 2. 
© Roger Plat, currently placed 
third overall ‘in the Castrol/ 
Autosroat Group One categor 
is at the moment without a car 
for the Tour of Eopvnt (Decem- 
ber 28) after his Double Century 
supported Ford Capri 34litre 
became "finished" after the 
RAC Rally. Roger Is keen not to 
miss the final round of the series 
and would be eager to drive any 
group one car. Contact Roger on 
Redditch 60076. 


Special stage 
Martin movements : road rallies out 


George Hill blew them all off 
again this weekend, Driving the 
Martin Group Viva, he won the 
Bristowe by four minutes from 
John Edwards-Parton in his Ford 
RS 2000, thereby apparently se 
ing up the MN/Weber chamy 

ship in. a most convincing 
fashion, winning five events and 
scoring 59 points out of a. pos- 
sible 60, However it now appears 
that that there may be yet more 
surprise in store for Hill and the 
Martin Group. After the previous 
week's “noise” fiasco, one 
could be forgiven for. thinking 
that the bickering might all be 
over: indeed the Brisiowe ran 
completely according to plan and 
was reliably reported to be the 
best run event of the series 
however thanks to an unlikely 
mathematical probability, there 


remains a chance that Edwards 
Parton could win the series des 
pite the fact that he has been 
well beaten by Hill on nearly 
every event that the latter 
has envered. Thus uncil the 
Red ‘Dragon saga drags to 
a close some time in the new 
year, the championship is doomed 
to @ period in the doldrums 
a situation that is satisfactory to 
no one, least of all Vauxhall who 
Were anxious to get Hill's car to 
the Racing Car Show 

Following the split between 
Hill and Keith Wood, reported in 
these columns some weeks ago, 
it ts now almost certain that 
Phil Short will be taking over 
the left hand seat in Hill's attack 
on the RAC and Castrol AUTO 
Sront. Championships in the 
coming year. It appears that Jack 


Crawford plans power 


Scotland's “Adrian Boyd,” 
Willle Crawford of Edinburgh, is 
planning to rebu‘ld his Escort for 
ancrher season next year. Craw 


ord, who damaged his car con 
siderably on the Dukeries earlier 
this year, is planning to use a 


foll 2-litre aluminium engine in 
place of his trustworthy 1800 
Unit wh'ch has reen service for 
the past two seasons. Wille 
Crawford attended Bagshot 
recently with Donald Hegzie in 
testing the Broadspeed Escort 
(reported elsewhere) and stepped 
out of the car after a lap with 
Heggie admit ing that he ras by 
comearison always slowed up for 
the bumps too much in the past ? 
Witte ‘Crawford is best known 
for his performances on tarmac 
performances which would un- 
Goub-edly go down very well in 
Ireland, 


Derby Road’ s car 


romlaag.” pertormanca’ le, te! 
hands of Graham Lepley on the 
BTRDA Hercock Simpson rally in 
October, and a winter of con: 
d development, Derby Road 
continue the policy of run: 
ning @ relatively simp'e specifica- 
car, similar to the production 
RS 2000, as a basis for being able 
the bulk. of rally 
a reasonably competi 
tive. car at a sensible price, 
son will go on throughout the 
year with Weslake Ltd, who are 
responsible for development on 
the Pinto engine. Both Group 1 
and 2 cars will be developed ; full 
particulars are available from 
raham Lepley at Derby Road 
‘arage. The first outing for the 
rin 1975 will be on "The 
Tour of Dean" with Martin 
Holmes. co-driving 


Cesare Florio received a trophy 
press conference and FIA prize 


n behalf of Loncla at the annual CSI 
giving in Paris last weekend. 
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Phil Short in 


Tordoff, with whom Short has 
co-driven for two years, will 
‘only be competing sporadically 
next year owing to the pressure 
of his business commitments, and 
ie seems that we shall only see 
the familiar Porsche on events 
which particularly suit it, such as 
the Circuit of Ireland, ‘Donegal, 
the Manx etc; although Tordoff 
may conceivably be coaxed ou! 
for local events such as the 
ex Dales and the Armstrong 
Forest. Wherever these events 
clash with the Martin Group's 
plans, Short will be seen in the 
Vauxhall, as the Northern based 
company’ are planning a full 
Season of stage events in 1975. 
Following his convincing doml- 
nation of the Motoring News/ 
Weber series this year, Hi was 
adamant that he never wanted 
to compete on another road rally 
in his life, and was very glad to 
have got through his many years 
of participation in this branch 
of the sport without a major 
accident. Apparently two near 
misses with spectators’ cars on 
Saturday night was the final 
straw for Hill who " never drives 
particularly quickly on road 
events anyway," and he is now 
king forward to getting down 
to some concentrated 
mileage in the New Year, 


Castrol G1 points 


2.4 


1, R. Brookes 97 points ; 
Rhodes 79; 3, R. Platt 742 4, 
B. Banning 68; =5, R. Eyre: 
Maunsell, R. Badham’ 42; 7, C. 
Mack 33° =8, H. Hall, J. Jones 
10, C. Pierson 30: 11, W. 
Sparrow 29; 12, J. Williamson 
27; =13, 'D. ‘Hardcastle, | D. 
McGarry 24; 15, C. Wood 22; 
16, G. Lobb 21; 17, 3. Clegg 20: 
18, C. Field 19: i9, S. Collins 
18: 20, A, Dawson '16; 21, A. 
ns 18: 22, R. Frew 14; 23, 

G. Beardmore, C. Grewer, J. 
Midgely 13; ~26, P. Reynolds, 
T. Wilson 12; 28, B. Roe 


C. Macey 9; 
Beveridge, P. Clark 8 
Padwick, 'S. Broad 6 
Richardson 5; =38, D. Lucas, 
Holloway 4; 40, J. McAlorum 
41, H. Williams 2, 


t 
35, R. 
37. RB 
D. 
a 


Co-drivers, 


1, J. Brown 70; 2, R. Parrott 
68; 3, T. Seal 59; =4, D. Pease, 
D. Thomas 33; 8, N. Wilson 28 : 
7, S. Bye 24; =8, E. Pickering, 
L. Fisher 21; 10, D. Roberts 197 
=11, P. Scott, T, Binns 17; 13, 
A. Marriott 16;'=14, J. Platt, 
N. Raeburn, R. Gaskin, 5: 17, 
T. McMahon 14; =18,'J. Clegg, 
1. Humpries 13; '=20, P. 
Forrester, N. Carter, K. Brennan, 
E. Woolley, J. Campion 113 

B. Harris, D. West, M. Maynard, 
B. Casper 10; 29, 7. Watson 9; 
30, J. Clinton, K. Clark 8; 
32, D. Orrick, P. Wheldon, 7; 


34, 'R Eaton 6; =35, C. 
Grewer, A. Afferton 5; 36, P. 
Abbott’ 4; =37 B. Anson, P. 
Laythen 3, 


a 


More racing must have been 
launched recently in Ford Escorts than virtually 
any other type of car. The Escort Mexico ha: 
certainly supplanted the Mini as the shopping 
‘car that you can use to win races and rallies 
with very little extra preparation or expense. 
With @ Mexico you can go racing in the Escort 
Mexico Challenge Series—a class of racing 
whose protagonists have included Jody 
Scheckter, Colin Vandervell, Gerry Marshall 
‘and Barrie Williams. Or you can try Group | 
lying and follow in the footsteps of names 
‘ony Pond, Rut 
Dawson: 

Now, her 108 to do just that in 
1975, in conjunction with Ford and 16M 
AUTOSPORT js promoting a sensational new 
‘competition at the Racing Car Show next 
‘month : the Terminal Stages Computer Rally. 
Itinvolves “ driving” a rally car by computer— 

ial stage against the clock, with real 
road conditions and hazards built in. The 

19 the show will win nothing 

than a brand-new Ford Escort Mexico, 
worth more than £1750—plus, if the lucky 
winner wants to use his car in competit 
£200 worth of Ford Rallyesport performance 
Parts to prepare it for Group | rallying or racing, 


How the competition works 

On this page you'll 
special stage. That's 1 ‘you'll be taking 
—by computer. You'll ‘8 coupon : cut 
it out, fill In your name and address, and take 
it to the Ford stand at the Racing Car Show. 


gram of 


On their stand there will be @ computer 
terminal linked to the IBM CALL Time-Sharing 
Service. 


The computer operator will ask you which car 
you wish to " drive": you'll have & choice of 


‘3 Group 1 Mexico (86 bhp), a Group 1 RS2000 

100 bhp). or a full-house Group 2 2-litre 

'S 1600, developing 235 bhp. The more powerful 
the car, the faster you'll go—but the greater the 
‘skill needed to keep it on the road. The Group 2 
car is very hairy and is for experts only | 

ich of the nine points 

.. the computer operator 
I her whe 


ible. She will feed these into 
the computer. which will instantly work out 
how the car you've chosen would behave on 
that piece of road, given those circumstances. 
Too slow, and you'll stall : too long in too low 
2 gear and you'll over-rev and put 9 rod through 
the side ; leave your braking too late and 

you'll understeer off the road, and 80 on. 

At each point you'll give her your gear (1 to 
4 except in the case of the Group 2 car. which 
of course has a five-speed box). your braking, 
which can be anything from zero to 9, and your 
throttle, also anything from zero to 9. Thus your 
fesponse at each point will be three numbers = 
for example, 3.0-9 would be accelerating hard 
in third. Or 2-7-3 would be braking quite hard 
in second and heel-and-tosing to keep the revs 
up. The settings you choose will be held until 
the next point is reached. 

How quickly you can give 
to the operator at each point i 
will affect your total computed elapsed time. 
And it’s the competitor who gets to the finish 
without mishap in the shortest time who wins. 

‘At each point the computer will print out 
your speed and your revs, plus pungent 
Comments on your driving. It'll also tell you if 
you've had an accident, blown the engine up, 


r —_ 
Hand this coupon in at the Ford stand at the Racing Car Show 
]! wish to enter the Terminal Stages Computer Rally 


name 
Address 
| 


[My current car is = (year) 


23 


ini 


| a 


oF it—as may happen even if you don't make 
‘8 mistake—you're unlucky enough to get a 
incture, or crack the sump on @ rock. Just 
ike real rallying | 
‘We'll be printing the entry coupon in the 
next three issues of AUTOSPORT too, but 
you can only have one go. If you try to sneak 
in @ second attempt the computer will 
‘automatically reject it. The competition will be 
operating every day at the show, and although 
the computer won't be running non-stop, It'l 
be on the go for something like soven hours 
ach day. If the computer Isn't running when 
you get to the Ford stand they'll give you a time 
‘Yo come back later, and if they get really 
swamped it may be necessary to hold a draw 
for who goes next. And, even if you don't win 
the big prize, there are Ford rally jackets for 
the fastest time each day. 


Mf you're not going to the Show 


's rally proving ground as the gues 
of Roger Clark, who'll realy show you how it's 
done. Or, if you don't feel like stomaching 
that, you can opt for two grandstand tickets 
in the main startline stand at Silverstone next 
July for the British Grand Prix. 
ind there are 15 runner-up prizes of » pack 

of Ford Rallyesport gear—rally jacket, T-shirt, 
hat, sweatshirt, bag, keyring and umbrella, to 
ensure you do your 1975 race or rally 
‘spectating in comfort. 

‘And all you have to do 
in Stu 


put 8 few words 


you've got 
‘manager—you've just written 


Stuart's reply to the computer ? Well, we 
thought it was unprintable. Fill in on the right 
hand form, in not more than 15 words, what 
you think he said, send it to the Ford addr 
‘on the form—not to us at AUTOSPORT—and 
Yeu could be his and Roger's guest for a day at 
jagshot or be watching next season's British 
Grand Prix in style. We'll print the most 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 19, 1974 


scort Mexico 


acing next season 


Terminal Stages Computer Rally: Rules 


1 The compatition will be run from January 1 
to January 11, 1975 on the Ford stand at t 
Racing Car Show at Olympia, London. 


‘competition in the short 
ion of the 


Mexico car. 


3 In the event of a tie, @ run-off over 
the same competition will be organi 
IBM's offices at Basinghall Street, London. 
4f the winner decides to toke part with the 


mpionship, 
Pord Rallyeaport 
Of £200, in return for 
re sign-writing on the car 

jaing Ford's and AUTOSPORT'S 


‘elapsed time on 
Car Show will be 
y jacket. 


6 In order to take part in the compatition, each 
competitor must produce the appropriate form 
from a copy of AUTOSPORT dated December 
19th, December 26th, January 2nd, or January 
9th, duly filled in, No individual may make more 
than one attempt at the competition. 


7 if insufficient computer time is available to 
allow every prospective competitor to enter the 
‘draw will be held before each 
‘computer session to salect the maximum 
number of competitors who can be 
‘accommodated. There will be three computer 
Sessions on each day of the show, at 10.45 am 
fo 1230 pm, 2 pm to 4:30 pm and 8.20 pm to 
pm. 


will be notified by post after 
ith and ‘announced in 
AUTOSPORT ry 16th, 1975. 

9 Competitors in the Terminal Stages Compute 
Rally must have reached the age of 17 years by 
Janvery 1, 1975. (There is no age limit for the 
‘Stuart Tuer caption competition.) 

10 The editor's decision is final, and no 
correspondence can be entered into. 
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If you’re not going to 
the show .... 


‘Send this coupon to Ford Motor Co Ltd, attention tan Marlowe, 20/525 Arisdale 
Avenue, South Ockendon, Essex RM15. | 


1 think Stuart Turner is saying : eas 


Name 
Address 


My current car 


GENE 


—s 
JP BELTOISE /7 J.P JARIER 


ie 


— = 
Nine wins out of 10 in the series for Matra. Here Jean-Pierre Beltoise takes the seventh at Ricard. 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP OF MAKES SEASONAL SURVEY 


Matra prove their point 


By JEFF HUTCHINSON 


When the chequered flag was hung out to the winning Matra 670C at the recent Kyalami 
6 Hour race, it signified not only the end of the race and the 1974 World Championship of 
Makes, but also the end of an era of sports car racing. It was « fitting end, the two leading 
Matras crossing the line side by side, symbolising their total domination of the race and of 
long distance sports car racing this year, earning thelr second consecutive World Champion- 
‘ship title, which was to be their last 

Equipe Matra-Simea-Gitanes is no more, killed off by a tightening of the purse strings which 
had di off Ferrari, Alfa-Romveo and then finally Porsche this year and which is in 
danger of killing off the whole of the present generation of long distance sports car prototypes 
next yea 

The cold winds of inflation are rapidly killing off the less hardy fruit of motor racing and 
while Formula One continues to thrive within its “greenhouse” of sponsors, sports car 
racing Is fighting = desperate struggle for survival. Can-Am and Interserie have already died 
while the European litre sports ear series Is In worse shape than the 3-ltre World Champlon- 
ship. 


‘The reasons. behind the current crisis in 
sports car racing are various and complicated. 
John ‘Horsman, team manager of the Gulf 
Research Racing team (one of the only teams 


to be somewhere around £400,000, while the 
drivers probably take another — £60,000 
between them. Already the annual bill is up 
to almost half a million pounds before adding 


to have shown any interest in next year's the cost of the cars, engines and travelling. 
Series of races) puts forward a few explana- etc, which would | probably double that 
tions ‘as to what Jed to the present situation _ figure. 


and what can be done about it “The cars earn very little money. our best 


Obviously the biggest single factor affect 
Ing slong distance sports car racing today, 
more than anything, are the rising costs. A 
recent business study made in America 
showed that it costs an average of $9,000 
in England and $13,000 in France per man, 
Per year, for each employee of a company 
From that alone one can work out the Matra 
wage-bill per year, with a total of 75 people, 


30 


start money this year being only £1600 per 
Car, while the season's average is only around 
£750. Even to win every race as Matra have 
done this year hardly begins to pay the bills, 
and probably, tke us, the drivers get all the 
prize money anyhow. 

“Another major problem is that there is 
too shor a time period allowed between 
regulation changes. Three years is not enough 


to make such a big investment needed for a 
team of 3-litre prototypes worthwhile, If it 
was five or six years then perhaps more 
People would be Interested and sports car 
Facing would become more’ stable like 
Formula “One.” 

[People are expected to go long-distance 
sports car racing in 1975 even though the 
regulations for 1976 have still not yet been 
established. It is hardly surprising that spon. 
sors are hard to find when a team cannot 
even present a prospectus further than 12 
months ahead.}: Hutchinson, 

Costs will have to be kept down if sports 
car racing is 20 survive, For example, we 
have been forced to spend a fortune o try 
and keep our cars ay light as possible. Many 
parts are made of costly titanium when they 
Could be made from steel, etc. If the CS 
were to raise the minimum weight limit two 
750 kilos Instead of the present 650 kilos it 
would save everybody a lot of money 

The S-litre stock-block ruling is a good 
one, it's something we have been advocating 
snce 1968. Unless we return to. stock-block 
engines, and, perhaps, closed cars that look 
more like road cars and which don’t all look 
the same, then sports car racing will be 
unable to keep pace with rising costs and 
all that will be left will be a super GT 
formula, which would be even worse.” 

Those are just some of the problems facing 
long distance sports car racing, money being 
the biggest and which has caused the Matra 
team to stop racing, following the with- 
drawal of Chrysler-Simea who were contribu- 
ting around half a millon pounds a year to 
the Matra racing budget. The problems facing 
the motor industry have also affected the 
Fiatbacked Ferrari team, Alfa Romeo and 
Porsche efforts, and as the year progressed 


AUTOSPORT. DECEMBER 19, 1974 


and things worsened they alt fell by the way- 
side. 


Ferrari had built and tested a revised ver- 
sion of their 1972 Championship winning 
312P, but when the squeeze over the energy 
crisis began to show in January they merely 
Pushed the whale project to one side—a 
decision that was made easier by the success 
of the Formula One cars which might have 
been diluted had Ferrari mechanics had to 
Spl their time with a sports car project as 

‘Alfa Romeo managed to last until mid- 
season, ‘although almost from the word go 
it was’ a battle between Alfa Romeo's racing 
boss’ Carlo Chiti and his new government 
appointed, anti-racing directors who had the 
team out’ of action after Watkins Glen fol- 
lowing @ run of bad luck and @ still worsen- 
ing Italian economic stuation. 

Porsche cut back thelr racing programme 
right at the beginning of the year when they 
decided to drop CanAm following new fuel 
restriction regulations that effectively out- 
Jawed the turbo-Porsche 917s. However, they 


ship fram Martini & Rossi, developed  turbo- 
charged version of their 1973 car, the idea 
being to be one jump ahead on the opposition 


The future? Porsche turned out the Turbo to 
be one jump ahead for the sithouette formula. 


when the new silhouette formula comes into 
being in 1976. By the penultimate race they 
had produced a reliable, fast and fully deve- 
loped racer, but also came to the end of 
their budget (having picked up third place 
in the championship) in the process. They had 
proved thelr point, but perhaps too well, for 
with such a highly sophisticated car as’ the 
turbo Porsche ready to dominate silhouette 
racing from the word go, it does not seem 
‘as though many other ‘manufacturers are 
interested in taking up the challenge. Hope- 
fully some sort of handicap system ‘will make 
It worth their while. 

Gulf ‘and Matra-Simea were the only two 
major teams remaining by the tast race, 
although as_usual a good entry of GT cars, 
2lftre. prototypes and a few private 3.litre 
cars provided a lot of the interest. Even a 
‘works Ford Capri and BMW 3.5 CSL were an 
added bonus and which illustrated that good 
“mixed” long distance events are worth 
watching and will hopefully be the answer to 
the future. 

The season 

os 
‘Although the Championship was to become 
18 stereotyped list of victories for the French 
team, the first round at Monza proved to be 
an unexpectedly exciting start to the season's 
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Winning team 1 


falling. Matra had lost one car with blown 


split bases at Velizy (engines) and at Ricard 
(Chassis), their confidence cracked and with 
the bleak prospect of having to make up the 
vital 20 points lost to Alfa Romeo. Despite 
5 wins, it had taken Matra all season to be 
sure of their victory the previous year, after 
Ferrari had pulled out a fifteen point lead at 


best told by recounting the fortunes, or tack 
of, in each individual team. 

"The Matra-Simea's path to victory was an 
easy one, smoothed by the early tack of 
‘opposition and by thelr own seemingly end- 


sorship from Gitanes cigarettes, the Matra. 
Simca team and equipment was litele changed 


Winning team 2 


Four wins each for Gerard Larrousse (left) and Henri Pescarolo (right) 


from the previous year. Jean-Pierre Jarier 
replaced the late Francois Cevert as co-driver 
to Jean-Pierre Beltoise in one car, while the 
Second car was driven once more by the 
highly ‘successful Gerard Larrousse/Henrl 
Pescarolo partnerstiip. The cars were virtu- 
ally the same as the previous year but for 
detail changes. The air-box shape had been 
revised as had the rear body panel to com- 
Pensate for new 15 inch diameter rear wheels. 
‘The rear suspension had also been slightly 
revised while the nose section, which had 
formerly been a fixed unit and resulted in 
several long masking tape sessions after 
minor accidents in 1973, was now « fully 
detachable unit which could be quickly re- 
placed in the event of damage. The monoco- 
Que centre sections remained as original, as, 
im fact, was the chassis driven all year by 
Henri Pescarolo/Gerard Larrousse. It was the 
same ane "Pepsi had raced at Le Mans 
‘and won with two years earlier, By the end 
of the year it had completed something over 
100,000 kilometers and ‘was still going strong. 
—an incredible distance for a racing chassis 
—reflecting the sero-space heritage of the 
Matra Sports team. 

Beltoise ran an identical but brand new 
(chassis 04) type 670C all year, while at 
Le Mans the cars were converted £0 the 
6708 specification for 24-hour racing. That 
Is, a stronger Porsche built gearbox and other 
heavier duty parts plus a de-tuned engine 
giving around 460 bhp at 10,500. mpm instead 
of the usual 490 bhp and ‘11,500 cpm rev 
Timi. 

‘A “new type 680 was also introduced 
at Le Mans, thas car basically an old 670, 
but with side radiators allowing a revised 
“‘aieflow "nose to be used. Tt proved to be 
no better than the old system et Le Mans 
and when the team later tested the same car 
at Paul Ricard, the side radiators and 24itres 


Four wins for Jean-Pierre Beltoise (left), five for Jean-Pierre Jarier. 


a 


Derek Bell in characteristic Nurburgring pose 


Joss in the water system did not agree with 
‘the hot weather and the car was over 
heating badly. 

"AS always, the team management at races 
was left in’ the capable hands of Gérard 
Ducarouge, who continued to underline his 
feputation’ as the current master of - long. 
distance sports car racing management. Team 
organisation and. pit-work could not be 
faulted, but Equipe Matra-Simca were not 
‘without their problems. 

"Their biggest concern throughout the year 
was engine reliability. Ducarouge was often in 
constant mid-race huddies "with engine 
‘esigner George Martin, who rarely looked 
happy until the flag came out and the race 


Matra tried this renosed 630B at Le Mans for 
Jarier/Beltoise but it blew up. 


was over. The team's engine problems were 
numerous which made things all the worse. 
At Monza Pescarolo's car had broken a rod 
‘and Beltoise’s car had stopped with a strip- 
ped timing gear. 
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fn the Gul 


during the 1000 kms. 


At Spa another engine blew up in practice 
and yet another on the test bed, so by the 
face Martin was 30. anxious he cut the maxi 


mum revs by 500 rpm as a safeguard 
Despite this Pescarolo was soon out of the 
cunning when a cylinder head sealing ring 


went and the engine boiled up. 

Fortunately, the second car held together 
and he combination of Jean-Pierre Jarier/ 
dacky Ickex scored their first win for che Matra 
team. Por Jarier it was his first long distance 
win, while for Ickx, who was standing in for 
Beltcive because he did not like to race at 
the Spa circuit, it was the one more victory 
he needed to make him the work!’s most 
successful sports car driver ahead of Brian 
Redman, Jo Siffere and Phil Hill. With no 
Bettolse at Spa, Ickx was the obvious choice 
for the Matra’ team, even if he was not 
French lke all the other drivers that drove 
for the patriotic team. Thiis was to be “Free. 
lance” Ickx's only win of the year, although 
throughout the course of the season he was 
in the unique position of driving all the lead. 
ing cars, driving for Alfa Romeo and Gulf 
as well 

Ke was Jarier who won again at the Nar- 
burgring, this time partnered by Beltotse, 


Second in the Alfa 1-23 at 
Schueler/Hailer Porsche 908/3. 


Monza was 


while once more Pescarolo and Larrousse 
were put back by engine trouble. Their car 
went on to 11 cylinders caused by a broken 
valve spring, but at least this time. they 
qanaged to finish, albeit in fifth place, 

‘At Imola it was Poscarolo/Larrousse who 
made it over the line first, Beltoise/Jarier 
auffering the same valve spring problem, only 
this time it proved more dramatic when a 


valve was punched out the top of the head 
Ghoruly betore the end, Martin remained at a 
joss as to the cause of his problems, his 
only explanation being that the outside’ sup: 
pliers were fending him sub-standard parts 
‘At Le. Mans things were 

more desperate whan the Beltoise/Jarier car 
diew up following a long pit stop to repair 
damage after an accident in the pits, Within 
a few minutes of one car blowing up, the 
fame thing happened to Jose Dothelm/Bob 
Wollek—both blow-ups later attributed 
incorrect seating of the gudgeon-pin retain. 
ing clips. Also in trouble was the third car 
of Jean-Pierre Jabouille/Prancois  Migault 
which limped around for some 14 hours 
with a badly overheating engine, but which 
Somehow managed to hold together to the 
end, 


the Stommelen/Ickx combination passing the 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 19, 1974 


a 


John Fitzpatrick drove both Gelo and Kremer Porsches in G4, seen here winning his class at 
the Nurburgring, At the same circuit (below) the Alfas were’ ” 
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diabolical, 


Driver is Facetti 


Fortunately the Pescarolo/Larrousse engine 
ran almost trouble free throughout, but the 
Matra team almost lost their Le Mans hat 
trick when Pescarolo broke down on the 
cireuit with a jammed gearbox. Miraculously, 
the determined Frenchman got the car run- 
ning again and back to the pits where the 
Matra-Simca pit-work really showed its 
worth. After a long hard night the mech. 
anics rebuilt the red-hot gearbox and got 
the car back into the race in 47 minutes, 
Pescarolo carrying on 0 his third consecu: 
tive Le Mans 24 Hour victory, while for 
Larousse it was his second. 

In Austria, the Matra team tad their 
toughest battle, with the Gulf, which pressed 
them nearly all the way and forced the 
Matras to run flat out. For the first time 
the Matra V12 engines ran trouble free, but 
the team suffered the rather embarrassing one 
and only chassis problem of the season when, 
soon after the start the leading car of Jarier/ 
Beltolse was forced into the pits because 
Jarier had lost the floor beneath his feet !! 
The floor panel had dropped down and. he 
Jost several places while it was fixed. A few 
minutes before the end the same thing bap- 
pened again and so he last second. place 
while Pescarolo/Larrousse went on 0 an 
untroubled victory. 

At Watkins Glen luck was really on 
Matra's side, for once more one of the cars 
went on to Il cylinders with valve trouble, 
that of Pescarolo/Larrousse, while when 
gearbox trouble also struck and put one car 


Derek Bell —Gulf's mainstay. 


out of the race they were lucky enough for 
it to be the same car. This was the only 
Hewland gearbox failure of the season, the 
TL200s used on the 670C spec cars for every 
race normally proving reliable. Jarier/ 
Beltoise went on to a trouble-free win al 
ready assuring the team of the 1974 title 
with still three races to go. 


By the next race at their home circuit 
Paul Ricard, in August, the month break had 
given the team plenty ‘of chance to sort out 
their engine problems, and at the remaining 
three races the two’ Matras scored double 
victories—all virtually without problems. 

Beltoise/Jarier came home first at Ricard 
to score another win, then followed that up 
with a controversial’ win at Brands Hatch 
where Jarier had ignored team orders to hold 
position and let Pescarolo/Larrousse win. He 
made up for it by letting their car win at 
the final Kyalami race, thus making a final 
total of four wins each for the two regular 
pairings while Jarier added a fifth to his 
first season's total by winning the Spa race 
with Tokx. 


By taking the best seven placings in the 
final scores the Gulf Research Racing team 
came home second, although it was almost 
80" points behind’ Matra's maximum 140 
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Essence of the Championship for Makes 


score, The Gulf team failed to score a single 
victory compared with their one in 1973, Dut 
Revertheless it was a much better year for 
the only major British-based team. As in the 
year before, the team ran a one or two car 
lattack, Derek Beli/Mike Hailwood being re 
tained’ as the two regular drivers of the 
season, while che second car was shared by 

variety of people, including Vern Schup- 
pan, Reine Wisell and James Hunt. Follow. 
Ing’ Mike Hailwood's unfortunate leg. Injury 
in the German GP, Jacky Ickx joined Bell 
for the Ricard race, while David Hobbs drove 
with Bell in the final two races at Brands 
Hatch and Kyalaml, 

Despite a considerable lightening and re- 
design programme during the winter months, 
the re-named Gulf GR7 (formerly the Gulf: 
Mirage M8) was still not on equal terms 
with the Matra. The car was some 140 Ib 
lighter than before (its best weight all year 
was 675 kilos) mainly thanks to the expen. 
sive addition of a lot of titanium parts, while 
the drive shafts had been changed to allow 
more suspension movement and re-designed 
pick up paints. A low-drag air box gave the 
car a much sieeker appearance, but it was 
only marginally faster, most of that by virtue 


circuits like Spa and the Osterreich- 
ring the Gulf was a fair match for the 
Matras, but at Ricard, Kyalami and Brands 
Hatch ‘for example, the Gulf was hopelessly 
Outclassed, a combination of bad handling 
fon the slower corners and the car's inability 
to get its power down as soon as the 
Matras, which had some 30 bhp more any: 
how. 

‘The team pit-work seemed considerably 
better organised than the previous year, 
although & was still a long way short of the 
slick Matra operation. The cars proved to 
have the best reliability record of the season, 
Boll finishing in the points at every race, 
the worst placing being a string of four 
fourth places, while at Spa, where they won 
in 1973, they scored a second place, their 
best result out of the eight races Gulf 
entered. 

Derek Bell put up several outstanding 
performances ina bid to keep up with the 
opposition, but each time they were delayed 
by a stupid problem. At Monza it was gear- 
box problems and a faulty fuel pump, at 
‘Spa a broken fuel pressure gauge and then 
‘spin while tigering back up the field foiled 
another good effort. Tt was the steering 
‘support bracket that broke at the Nurburg- 
ring. There, the team ran two cars, for the 
first’ time, but the second car never achieved 
‘much success, 

Unwisely, the team dropped Imola to con- 
centrate on Le Mans two weeks later, the 
Imola race giving them, perhaps, their’ first 
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ries. Here the Nurburgring-winning Matra pits. 


real chance of victory after all the Alfas 
had problems and only one Matra managed 
to finish, chat also making tong fuelling stops 
because ‘of fuel vapourisation problems. 

At Le Mans i was another silly problem, 
centrifugal force causing the grease to be 
forced out the CV joint gaiters because of 
the extra high speeds. The team lost one 
car at the April trials and another in the 
race before they finally realised the problem, 
and they then spent tong stops with the 
remaining car re-packing the CV joints with 
fresh grease to keep the car running to the 
end, which they finally mariaged to do, much 
to their credit 


In Austria the Gulf team put up their 
finest performance of the year, Bell/Hail- 
wood chasing the teading Matra all the way, 
still only a minute behind with less than 
two hours to go when disaster struck. As 
Hailwood came’ in to hand over to Bell all 
the drive pegs which locate the rear wheel 
sheared and the car stood helpless lin che 
pits for some 20 minutes. 

Lack of finances forced the Gulf team to 
miss Watkins Glen (ironically where again 
‘only one Matra finished the race) while at 
Ricard the Gulfs were hopelessly outpaced 
by the Mutras around their twisty home 
cireuit 


New championship contender was Guy Ligier’e team, one car seen here at Imola’ 


At Brands Hatch a new car was tried 
after considerable testing, the rear suspen- 
sion once again altered and the engine posi- 
tion moved more cemtral (all the Gulf chassis 
were originally designed around the longer 
Weslake V12 engine). Once again the humps 
and bumps of Brands Hatch did not agree 
with the Gulf, new or old, and again it was 
no match for the Matcas and only just a 
fraction faster than the best 2litre opposi- 
tion! 


Two of the original cars were taken to 
Kyalami for the final round, but the story 
was much the same. The second car hardly 
got going before it.was in the pits for a 
long stop with a broken throttle cable, while 
when it did get going again Schuppan even- 
tually ended up walking back, as he has 
#0 many times in the past, this time when 
2 wheel nut fell off! Derk (never-say-die) 
Bell put in his usual big effort to stay on 
terms with the Matras, but the ill-handling 
Gulf got even worse as its rear tyres started 
to go of and he fell farther and farcher 
back, the Gulf ‘ending up in third place 
which was the best they could ever expect 
if both the Matras ran a trouble-free race. 


‘Third place in the Championship went to 
the Porsche marque, most of their points 
being scored by the ‘factory entered Porsche 
Carrera with a 2.1 litre turbocharged engine 
Gijs van Lennep/Herbert Muller were the two 
main drivers, although a second car was 
Sometimes entered for Manfred Schurti and 
the late Helmuth Koinigg. For Porsche, who 
retained thelr sponsorship from Martini and 
Rossi from 1973, the 1974 season was simply 
a continuation ‘of their development pro: 
Bramme for the Porsche Carrera—the ultl- 
mate goal being a campetitive car for the 
new 1976 silhouette regulations. 


From the ideas tried on the heavy * proto: 
type" 2.9 litre Carreras in 1973, the  light- 
weight Porsche-Turbo was born as the second 
Reneration Carrera. Its KKK-Turbocharger 
unit pushed the power up to almost 00 bhp, 
although as an outright 3-litre challenger (ts 
weight was still too much to be any match 
for the “proper” prototypes. What it lost 
out in speed it made up for in reliability, 
Muller/van Lennep only failing to finish one 
of the nine Championship races they entered. 
That was at Imola where the gearbox let 
them down, the part that was to prove the 
only weak link in the chain. They scored 
two fine second places throughout the season, 
one at Le Mans and the other at Watkins 
Glen, their Le Mans victory more thanks 
to the drivers who spent the final five hours 
or more with only two gears working, but 
they were able to nurse the car home to 
the end. They had similar trouble at Spa 
and at Ricard, but each time they kept the 


chicane. 
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‘Above, Porsche Carreras filled out the series’ and G4 grids. Here 


Rameo team boss peruses an engine at Nurburgring. 


car rolling to the chequered flag. Another 
early problem was cooling, but at Imola a 
flat’ fan arrangement was tried like the 
Porsche 917 engine arrangement and this 
was adopted for the rest of the year. The 
umber two car raced at several events was 
the heavier “tank” version, built from the 
1973 car, and run as a parallel test bed 
rather than in competition with the number 
one car. 

‘As well_as the factory _turbo-powered 
entry, privately entered Porsche Carreras, 
‘with 2.9 litte engines based on the experi- 
mental cars of 1973, were prolific. The four 
leading cars Which did most of the GT class 
winning Were entered by two German arch: 
rivals Georg Loos and Erwin Kremer, who 
each ran two cars at most races. Star of 
both teams was British driver John Fitz~ 
patrick who started driving with Loos, then 
Switched to ‘Kremer and finally ended up 
back with Loos again at Kyalami, German 
politics surrounding the big-money Porsche 
Cup awards and also. the European GT 
Championship being the basis of all the to: 
and-froing. "Fitz" performed equally as well 
in the virtually identical cars and ended up 
walking off with the Porsche Cup and Euro- 
pean GT title anyway. During the battle for 
Supremacy between these teams. drivers of 
the calibre of Arturo Merzario, Rolf Stom: 
melen, Vic Eiford, Tim Schenken, Jody Scheck. 
ter, Willi Kauhsén and Paul Keller were all 
seen in the cars at some time or the other, 
the racing often very exciting as a result 

Back in the prototype class again, another 
regular Porsche exponem was the familar 
face and car of Geeman. privateer Reinhold 
Joest, who completed his third season run- 
ing the ex-works Porsche | 908/3s—now 
down to only three—and all owned by Joest. 
This year Joest supplemented his racing by 
hiring out ‘his “spare” car to a collection 
of rent-a-drive drivers, while he shared " his” 
ear with drivers like Willi Kauhsen, Herbert 
Muller and Mario Casoni. The now tired yet 
immaculate cars proved be less. reliable 
than in the past. but bad luck also took a 
hand in eluding Joest's team of any worth- 
while results, -his best placing of the year 
being @ fourth at the Paul Ricard round with 
his second car taking fifth spot 

The Alfa-Romeo team ended up with fourth 
place in the Championship standings having 
Scored points in four of the five races they 
entered. They had started the year at Monza 
with such promise, three of their well turned 
out flat-twelve cylinder powered 33TTI2s 
running virtually trouble free to take the first 
three places, the team, much more organised 
than in the past and with drivers like Jacky 
Tekx, Mario. Andretti, Rolf Stommelen, 
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Arturo Merzario, Brian Redman, Carlos 
Reutemann and Andrea de Adamich to make 
up for the slight weight disadvantage the 
Alfa had over the opposision. Another poor 
‘aspect of the car was its brakes, most of the 
Grivers complaining how bad they were at 
one time or another. 


Certainly the car's 500 horse power flat 
twelve engine seamed to be very successful, 
for even with the extra weight the Alfa 
was as fast or even a shade faster than the 
Matra on acceleration and very fast around 
a fast circuit, as Jacky Ickx proved by setting 
new outright circuit record at the Austrian 
1000 kms. 

‘With a little work on the chassis the Alfa 
Romeo was a potential Matra-beater, although 
like the Gulf they did not show much form 
on the slower ~ handling ” ‘At the 
Nurburgring they were "diabolical " as Brian 
Redman put it, and at Imola they hardly 
had a chance ‘to prove anything. Merzario 
was doing well and had just overaken the 
Matras when his Italian temperament got the 
better of him and he collided with) Nanni 


the Erwin Kremer Samson cars lead a bunch at Spa. Below, Carlo Chitl, Alfa 


Galli, both cars ending up well crunched into 
the ‘barrier, and. Merzario with a broken 
index finger 

re. aad abiihaen Ms ‘esr lend 
the catch fencing a few laps later while the 
third. car limped around with a problem 
clutch, 

In Austeia the cars went better, but the 
team's luck was even worse. The leading 
car driven by  Ickx went out with valve 
trouble while the next car up was destroyed 
by fire, its driver, Reutemann lucky to escape 
uninjured. The car had suffered a flat tyre 
‘and the back end dropped down and rubbed 
the ground starting an immediate blaze from 
a fractured fuel line. By the time Reutemann 
came toa halt the back end of the car was 
@ ball of fire and the Argentinian baled out 
before it had hardly stopped. The back-up 

rd car of Andrea de Adamich/Carlo Facetti 
managed to pick up a distant second place 


‘afer the Gulf problems, which was some 
consolation. 
The Alfa programme, by this time fighting 


for survival, was finally dealt the death blow 
at Watkins Glen, Financed by Alfa Romeo 
the team took over two cars, but 
another was destroyed by fire before the 
race had even started. While testing Good- 
year tyres (the team was Firestone contracted) 
during a CanAm practice session, Stommelen 
was lucky to escape with his life after a 
front tyre burst at the end of the main 
straight. The car turned hard into the bar- 
fier and blew up. A dazed Stommelen for- 
tunately managed to climb from his wrecked 
car with only minor burns. The second car 
of Andretti/Merzario was disqualified for out- 
Side assistance after an electrical wire broke 
out on the circu, and the next day the 
engine blew up during the supporting Can- 
‘Am race. It was no surprise to learn a few 
days later that Alfa’s sports car effort had 
been killed off 
Tt was a great pity that samebody did not 
sponsor the works-run Chevron B26 through- 
‘Out the 1974 season, for it might well have 
taken second place overall in the champion- 
ship ahead of the majority of 3ditra cars. 
Powered by a development Brian Hart-built 
alloy. 2litre engine and driven by drivers 
ike Peter Gethin, John Watson, Brian Red- 
man, Vern Schuppan, lan Scheckter and John 
Lepp, the Derek Bennext designed car turned 
out to be a real flyer scoring a fine fourth 
overall at Brands Hatch after- leading the 
Guif_of Betl/Hobbs for most of the British 
Airways backed race. I did equally well at 
the three other rounds in which it was 
entered, up until stupid problems dropped it 
out of ‘the running. At Spa it lost a spark 
plug electrode, at the ‘Ring a rear wheel 
bearing and at Kyalami, its only real engine 
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Chevron fink 


trouble of the year, when Scheckter stopped 
early on with a damaged small-end. 


As well as the special works Hart powered 
Chevron, there were always a strong selec 
dion of private entries, usually Hart-BDA 
or Smith-FVC powered Chevron 21/23 
examples. At Kyalami, after the retirement 
of the works car, John Lepp finally managed 
to score his first tong-distance finish and 
2-titre class win when he and local driver 
Guy Tumner took their Chevron B23. to 
fourth place overall 

Other regular 24itre Chevron exponents 
were John Hine/lan Grob who won the 2-litre 
class and added three points to the Chevron 
total at the Nurburgring 1000 kms, while in 
‘Austria the Forge Mill Racing Chevron of 
Rafael Barrios/Richard Scot finished up with 
four points and another class win. Local 
entries finished tenth at Monza and ninth 
‘at Imola giving the Chevron marque a clear 
fifth place overall in the end of season total. 


One of the most successful “ private” 
teams was the two car effort pur up by 
Frenchman Guy Ligier, who ran two of his 
340 t0 360 bhp Masorati-V6 powered Ligier 
482s in six of the Championship rounds; Guy 
Chasseuil, Francois Migault, Jacques Laffite, 
Bob Wollek and Jean Pierre Jaussaud doing 
mast of the driving. 

Like Porsche, Ligier found the power and 
the speed too much for his ZF gearboxes 
and after a lot of problems early on finally 
got them working with the addition of extra 
‘Oil pumps and coolers. Despite all the might 
nd Organisation behind the Porsche-urbo 
entry, Ligier proved to be more than a match 
for the Stutegart cars—when his own kept 
running, that is, for invariably they were 
delayed’ by minor problems even after the 
‘major ones had been cured. The efforts of 
the toam were rewarded by an eighth place 
‘at Monza, eighth at Le Mans and sixth at 
Paul Ricard, but the highlight of the season 
was a win at the non-Championstip Le Mans 
4 Hour race, with Guy Chassouil driving, and 
Victory on the Tour de France when 
Tareceee ted. from ‘sine to ‘fob. “Like 
Porsche, Ligier is working cowards the 1976 
silhouette formula, but unless the minimum 


Mill Racing, John Lepp here leading the Martini Porsche and Ligier. 


‘7294, Tony Birchenough's Dorset Foods T292, 
Martin Raymond's T294, who proved very 
fast along with Frenchman Fred Stalder. 
Stalder appeared towards the middle of the 
season at Le Mans, and then later at Ricard 
with his Lola T294 powered by a new Racing 
Organisation Corse prepared Chrysler-Simea 
2-litre engine, designed and built by Swiss 
Hans Funda. 'The engine proved very fast. 
but unfortunately Funda was killed in a road 
accident towards the end of the year and 
the future of the project looks doubtful after 
Chryster's withdrawal from competition. 

‘Another intereming project, which only 
came to light at the Ricard ‘race was the 
Mike Coombe Racing March-DFV 738, built 
up by ex-March Can-Am mechanic Kim 
Argyle. At its first race Brian Henton shared 
the driving with Vittorio Brambilla who got 
down to some very competitive times despite 
@ lot of teething problems. At the Brands 
Hatch race, Richard Lioyd and Bob Evans 
shared the driving and finished an encourag: 
Ing eighth to score March's only three points 
ofthe season. 

‘The 2-litre manufacturers Renault-Alpine, 
AMS. and the private spaceframe Ecosse 
each picked up one point, the Alpine-Renault 
with Jean Pierre Jabouille/Patrick Depailler 
at the ‘Ring and the AMS with Manfred 
Mohr and a local at Imola, while Jack 
Holmes” Ecosse wrote its name in the record 
books being the first S. African chassis to 
win a world championship point, at the final 
Kyalami race. 


Below: Brands Hatch traffic jam 
Jones (Chevron), and Wissel! (Gulf) follow 


Hezemans three wheels 
‘Above 


The future 


At present the Tuture of long distance sports 
car racing is very hard to predict. Fourteen 
races have optimistically ‘been listed for 
1975 with two new rounds at Mugello and 
Enna, although we will undoubtedly be for- 
tunate if as many as 10 of them actually 

place. The anly confirmed 3-litre run 
ners for next year are Gulf, s pair of turbo- 
charged 2-litre Alpine-Renaults, which hope. 
fully will prove to be a worthwhile replace. 
ment for the lack of Matra support, and 
Reinhold Joast’s Porsche 908/3 which will 
run’ a more powerful turbo-Carrera engine 
next year and be coxdiven by Herbert 
Muller. 

Undoubtedly the private Porsche Carrera 
battles between the German teams will make 
up for the lack of works Porsche support, 
the factory dropping out for the next year 
in order to concentrate on production of their 
sihouatte racers 

The immediate future looks pretty | grim, 
but hopefully the 1976. silhouette rules. will 
provide a worthwhile formula, provided the 
CSI can produce a set of regulations which 
will ‘make st worthwhile for all the major 
manufacturers to participate and not just 
Porsche and a couple of others. 

Hopefully the current prototype races will 
continue into 1976 with Slitre stock block 
rules swelling their numbers. If some sort of 
combined prototype/sithoue:te formula of 
races can be devised for the future, with a 
separate championship for each run in com- 
bined races, then sports car racing should 
keep its head above water. it will depend on 
the CSI 
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is Porsche, Larrousse (Matra), Alan 
John Fitzpatrick, GT champion again. 
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FORMULA FORD 
AND 
SUPER FORD F/ATLANTIC 


SHIU ne 


LTD 


THE RACE HIRE TO BEAT 
VAN DIEMAN THE CAR TO BEAT 


Sponsored cars we provided this year : 
HOLTS PRODUCTS LTD 

DONINGTON AVIATION 

ASTOR CLUB 

SOUTHERN ORGANS 

1974 record, numerous front rows, many 
placings. 

Fastest F/F Brighton speed trials. 
Points in the TT F/F championship. 


All 1975 models used. Everything provided, 
all you have to do is race. 


Test sessions at all circuits throughout 
the year. Exclusive test sessions at a private 


you CAN WIN IN OUR CARS circuit at a special introductory price for 


you to see how competitive our cars are. 


Front row of the grid or Continental racing. Drivers keep all prize 
the rear? Have you seen money. 
any other hire car on the Easy payment plan for the driver who wants 
tation? to do a season's racing and practice. 

in , Come and talk with us at the racing car 
Best driver of 1975 gets sponsored drives show. Discount price if you book at the 
from us for 1975. show. 
If you are a sponsor or have been sponsored i ” 
we can do everything, transporter cars, We know our cars can win, can you? 


merchanics, pit crew, all in yourowncolours. We care about RESULTS as much as you. 


A fixed charge for a season's racing, no extra : : d 
costs if puurcrssis etc. 210 bhp car available for Libre racing 


Please send details of Race Hire, 
F/F () F/ATLANTIC () SUPER F/F © SUPER VEE () MAILING LIST FOR PRACTICE SESSIONS C 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


Walden, Essex 


ASHTUNE RACE HIRE, Steventon End. Ashdon, nr Saffron 
Tel: Ashdon 306, Newmarket 741461 
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Two years ago, a sensational drive on the Manx earned Dawson second overall in the diminutive C 


The road to rally success? 


ANDY DAWSON talks to ANDREW MARRIOTT 


Rallying’s Man of the Moment 
Andrew Marriott has sat along- 
side the Kleber Award winner 
on several occasions and 
knows him better than most 
Here he traces Dawson's career 
from the early days. 

If you are a Dawson fan you praise his pro: 
fessional approach, his talent as an engineer 
and car sorter, his prowess to extract the 
maximum out of ‘some. fairly ordinary 
Group 1 cars and his bid to go full-time 
rallying on a very limited budget against 
the odds. If you are a Dawson critic, and 
there “are a number of you, you pick out 
his deficiences—nis controversial and some 
times uncalled for complaints, is lack of 
maturity, and point out the fact that he hi 

won remarkably little outright. In fact Da 
ton has matured a good deal aver the past 
year. Nineteen severty-four fas been good £0 
him, unlike earlier years when his promise 
seemed to go without recognition. One thing 
you cannot take away from him is a vast 
Experience in many facets in motor sport, for 
one 90 relatively young—de's 27. 

Professional rally driver he may be, but 
Dawson can claim to have raced a Formula 
Ford without the authorities ever’ knowing, 
to have driven a BRM at the NUcburgcing 
Ges, really—read on), to have homologated 
Several Chryslers most adeptly and even to 
have won the Motoring News Chrisums 
Quiz; no less. Add to this several kam wins 
43 @ schoolboy, an almost fanatical perfection 
asa mechanic and some very dangerous 
aerobatics in a Chipmunk, which cummated 
ia his dismissal from Birmingham Untver- 
sity’s Air Squadron. Other more nocturnal 
activities led to a brush, not only wah the 
University Dean's dauginer, but with the 
Dean himself. Dawson found himself on the 
street ‘having passed alll the eppropriate 
‘examinations but without the necessary cer- 
tificates under his arm after that encounter! 
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Since those days he has scquired a very 
auractive and ‘canny wife Victoria, whom 
he married in June this year. Unfortunately 
for Dawson she is an excellent cook which 
fs good news for a hungry scribe cum co: 
driver but bad news for Dawson, who is 
rather founder than a professional rally 
diever ould be. For that matter, profes 
sional racing drivers are usually astounded 
to see how much beer professiona: rally 
drivers can contain. Dawson 1s no exception. 
But if he seems to tackle life outside rally 
ing with more than a touch of schoolboy 
foowarity st 4s very auch another story when 
he is ether preparing or driving a rally car. 
A different attitude, a certain dedication and 

‘cool come over tim. However co-drivers 
who dont come up to scratch will sult get 
the bitter end of thie tongue. He does shout 
very loudly thea! 

‘Andrew (he prefers his full name to Andy 
but seams to be stuck wich the shortened 
version) comes from a retativaly ‘wealthy 
Scottish background. His father Gordon, is 
managing diresor of Zenith, the carburetter 
company, a talemed former Rolls-Royce 
engineer’ who is a leading ght in the 
Insohute of Mechanical Engineers. Mr Daw 
son senior helped hhis son find his motoring 
feet but has ieft the rest to him. Andrew 
neither asks nor expects strings to be pulled 
a5 they undoubtedly could have been 

‘But ‘the story really started with a six- 
year-old Dawson playing with his Dinky 
Cars and finding that, if he oiled the axles, 
they went faster. He always drove the one 
that went farthest and thereby won. 

He got hold of his frst car at an early 
age, gx told of an Austin 10 and 
drove it round the park near Peterborough 
where we lived. I dont remember all the 
dorails but 1 used to get K sideways and 
eventually it finished ina nearby river. Even 
in those days I bad the presence of mind 
to jump out first.” 

‘At the time Dawson was attending the 
‘Oundle ‘public school which has a reputation 
as motor sporting establishment. Oki boys 
include Autosport publisher Simon Taylor, 


SK 


an Crusader. Foden looks on, 


but it was modsports ace Richard Jenvey 
who was Dawson's “chum.” Jenvey had an 
AJS 350 which hey both rode but. then 
Dawson became the pride of ol when 
his father brought him a ikele Trokart 

1 hadn't got anyone to race against, #0 
1 Jaad out my own cireult at home, carried a 
mop watch, and tried to get quicker and 
Quicker. Each time I analysed where 1 had 
gone right or wrong. That's how T learned 
to pace myself apsinst the 


ratch 
More karting followed, first as @ spectator 
at grass track meetings, and then as @ com: 
Then much more 

sated 


Dawson was a day boy s0 he 
His first sponsored drive at the age 
He raced the kart at the Kimbolton c 
against such aces as Bev Bond and even won 
his natural ability was already. showing, 

But in the middie of a¥ this, Dawson also 
became involved in rallying with the 
Peterborough MC. After an illicit’ deinking 
session at a pub with an older enthusiast, he 
wax dragged off to marshal on a rally. The 
following week with the same friend he toc 
part, navigating in the back of a drophea 
Hifiman Minx. “We messed about, I plotted 
in the back and he bashed in the front, and 
we didn’ get very far. But then we switched 
to a Minivan, did everything properly and to 
our great surprise we won. I was still 15. 
For the next two years 1 enjoyed navigating, 
we wrote off quite a few Minivans and i 
was all great fun.” 

Tn one of is school holidays Dawson was 
given a job as a teaboy for Vegantune 
Engineering and, at the time, George Robin. 

on and John Sismey were preparing BRMs 
for Scuderia Centro-Sud. He went to both 
the Nurburgring and Monza with che Geam 
and even drove Ritchie Ginthe: up 
the pit road at the "Ring. He eso learned 
a lot about racing cars and mechanicing on 
the. tip. 

‘Then came Birmingham University where 
he soon fell in with @ crowd which included 
De ‘Harvey Postlethwake, Don Loughlin of 
Aldon, racing car designer Pat Head and 

‘who ali shared premises preparing 
jous odd comperition ‘machines. By this 


driver in a Standard 10. 
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cousin sat scared stiff in the passenger seat 

‘Andrew both drove and navigated at the 
same time. But the Standard 10 made way 
for a Singer Chamois, in which he started £0 
compete in Welsh events which he found 
Very different. to those in East Anglia. It 
waa Mike Lindsay-Jones and Dave Clegg who 
Pointed him in the right direction. His first 
Big event with a car was the ‘68 Brinowe 
and ‘he brought ‘the litle 875cc Chamois to 
30th place but soon after it was written off 
against a bridge 

But a much more competitive Imp was 
then built, partly from the wreck, with an 
exPeter Gayson 998ec racing Imp engine 
and plenty. of “advice from Postlethwaite, 
Loughlin and a talented engineer called Bill 
Banks, who now works in the States, Several 
promising results followed including chied 
overall in the Tempest Rally behind the 
Lotus Cortinas of Martin Clark and Barrie 
Mallia, and ahead of Tony Pond. 

“The good engine later blew up after a 
Dawson’ re-build, but he continued rallying 
with the 875 engine gaining experience all 
the vme, But he was also very keen on 
flying and contemplated a career in the RAF. 
At the University” Air Squadron he built up 
‘something of a reputation for his serobatics 
Dawson takes up ithe story, “All I was 
interested in was flying with the seat of ‘my 
pants. I almost bem the wings off a Chip- 
mani when I did manoouvre called a Por- 
tous Loop. There were a couple of other 
Incidents and they asked me to leave. Tam 
still very “anterested in fying but I bavn' 
Bot the money to do It privately. Aerobatics 
fire even better than rallying, ‘they have an 

fra dimension, Siding in a rally car 26 like 
Stalling ina plane—it_ is the same, you 
hhave to g0 a8 clove to that simit as possible 
But with the plane there is that thind dimen 
sion. 

Aliso while at Birmingham, Dawson helped 
mechanic for another school friend, John 
Hamilton, ‘who’ raced the Sharrow’ Snuff 
Merlyn Formula Ford. Dawson re-buit the 
engine, realised. the car wasn't set up pro- 
perly because John's tracking gear was bent, 
ind asa reward K appears that he even 
Faced the car at Rufforth in a Formule Libre 
vent, As the hadn't a racing licence he wore 
Hamilton's helmet—apparentty the imposter 
did. quite’ well! Soon after Hamilton sadly 
Sucoumbed "to the cancer which he had 
jokingly told us was killing ‘bie. M was a 
reat’ shock and Brought home to him the 
Knife edge on which some of us Live 

"For someone as young as Dawson, there 
area remarkable number of chapters’ in. his 
short tife but the ‘next one was particularly 
Significant, for he joined Chrysler as a gra- 
uate trainee in 1969 and soon found tam- 
soit working in a department under Graham 
Robson, of, whom. he had never actually 
heard. "It was ‘Robson, impressed after co- 
driving for Dawson in a course car, who 
first ‘sowed the idea of becoming a profes 
sional rally driver. Then Andrew was seconded 
to help Des O'Dell with the homologation of 
the ‘Bevan Imp which subsequently won the 
Saloon Car ‘Championship three years. run. 
fing: he did the paperwork for the World 
Cup’ Rally, and the homologation of the 
Avenger. He became O'Dell's full-time assist 


time. During this period he built another 
much faster Imp and in 1971, with Nigel 
Raeburn in the loft hand seat, finished sixth 
on ithe Manx ‘that year and ‘eighth on the 
Dukeries. He even won the car section of the 
Hill Rally only to be disqualified for rather 


dubious reasons. 

Zenith helped with some cash in 1972 and 
he finished fifth on the Tour of Dean, rolled 
on the Granite City and then finished 19th oa 
the Scottish and first under 1500cc car home. 
Then he left Chrysier and started on the 
Clan project which soon iooked good with 
the incredible second place to Roger Clark 
fon the Manx and some other good showings. 
But relations with Clan soured and the deal 
fell through before the end of the year and 
fo one ever made a Clan go quickly én vally- 
ing again. But at the end of 1972 he took 
the runner-up award in the Kleber Scholar- 


‘AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 19, 1974 


ship, and co-drove for Shekar Mehta on the 
Bandama Rally in the Ivory Coast—and 
almost won. There was also a disappoimment 
in the International Caravan Rally in which 
he co-drove and very nearly won. 

In 1973, he broke away compleely from 
his Chrysler connections and, with backing 
from Thor Hammers and Wiliment, tried to 
win the Mexico Championship. It was @ con. 
troversial year, he bad to take par in road 
rallies which he considered dangerous, and 
there was the business with the illegality of 
the car after the Britvic. But he did win the 
final quarter of the Mexico series and that 
drive in this year's Lindisfame—which surely 
coniributed more to his Kleber Scholarship 
than anything. In Internationals he had more 
Juck—he won his class in Ley Bertorelli 
Alfa on the Welsh and his class with 
borrowed ex-works Avenger on the RAC, os 
well as two special standard tyre awards in 
4 Capri on the Avon Motor Tour of Britain. 
It was his involvement with Woohworth on 
this event which Jed to Dawson, and indeed 
Marriott, starring in the film “Success in 
Store” which has done the rounds of the 
clubs. 

But at the star of 1974 he wasn’t very 
happy and to make ends meet had to take in 
work on any rally cars and engines he could 
get his hands on. It the hadn't had the fina 
chal advantages of tiving at home with his 
parents near Regents Park, he certainly would 
have had to curtail his bid to become a full 
time aly driver. The petrol crisis didn’t 
help but sponsorstrip from the Franz van der 
Breggen of Stapleton Motors made the Welsh 

Possibility. The oki Avenger was brought 
back into service and won its class yet again 
after a fantastic battle with Robin Eyre- 
Maunsell's similar, if fresher, Avenger. Since 
then Dawson has deiven various machines; 
he won the Shungiker in Walter Ayns- 
wosth's Withers backed Avenger, and drove 
‘@ Stapleton Imp on the Avon Tour to win 


During 1973 Welsh Andy was to be found in the striking 


{ee cream van" Alfa Romeo, 


the baby class. Then came the Lindisfame 
and his second place with Kevin Gormley 
faithful supporter and co-driver) in the Works 
Escort. It was surely the turning point of his 
career and he impressed many sceptics with 
his handting of the car. Finally came the 
RAC and a rather unsatisfactory ride in the 
Cars and Car Conversions Marina 1.3 which 
he had previously used to good effect on the 
Armstrong Forest. Now he has the Kieber 
Datsun plus quite a few other irons in the 
fire, 

Despite this various connections with racing 
through his 12 years in motor sport he 
says this of the circuits: “I enjoy. racing, 
particularly the Avon Tour with the Imp, but 
basically it is boring, less challeng’ng ‘than 
rallying. It is a case of perfection lap after 
ap; tallying is perfection on a comer you 
cant see. M is much more difficult.” 

‘Who had been the major influences in his 
career? He had no hesitation 2 naming 
Graham Robson and John Foden. “I don't 
know whether Graham ever realised what he 
did, when he urged me to go rallying full- 
time and do the job properly. He put me on 
the track I am on now. John Foden pi 
suaded me into special stage rallying and 
Pushed me to do well. I have had my argu: 
ments with *Fod' as have other folk in 
rallying but he did play a very imporant 
Part in moulding my career and he deserves 
Fecognition for that.” 

Dawson the engineer has the last word. 
Even now I crawl under it and say how can 
I make the car go quicker. What does t need 
to make it handle better, <o put its power 
down batter? I love pure engineering. That is 
why my second place on ahe Manx inthe 
Clan gave me much more satisfaction. than 
Second on the Lindisfarne this year. I deve- 
loped and engineered the Manx win, I worked 
out everything, spring and damper settings, 
everything. But on the Lindisfarne that wasn't 
me, I just sat in the car and drove Il.” 


"73 Tour of Britain in the Willment Capri 


Cockpit Cameo 


Michael Andrew—no aggravation racer 


Sports car racing over the past couple of 
years, at club {evel at least, has become fairly 
Gisastrous, and the lack of support for the 
Tricentrol’ Sports and GT championship this 
year is @pparent by the grids. Therefore, x 
is very heartening to see that even if the grids 
are down, competition in the smallest class 
is keeping its nose up, for the Tricentrol 
‘Sports GT champion, Michael Andrew, has one 
Of the smallest cars in the whole series, a 
1300 BDA-engined Alexis Mk 19, wtyich began 
its We in F100, Michael, in fact, has a very 
‘busy life in motor racing, running the Racing 
Gearbox Centre ‘between Shep: 
herds Bush and Hammersmith rebuilding rac- 
ing gearboxes, specialising in Hewlands. 

Michael Andrew defies his appearance by 
being ‘rather ‘older than the looks. “I'm just 
42 now, I think. I can remember going to 
Lotus in Hornsey with a Lots 6 that I'd 
Bought secondhand for racing in the 1172 
Formula. But when I drove it down the road, 
Wt frightened the life out of me, hopping ali 
‘over the place. Colin Chapman drove & too, 
‘and having had @ quick drink, he arsived back 
very white. The bloke who'd buile the car 
had put the front suspension on back to 
front! We raced the car a bit, but didn’t do 
very wall, Lack of power, ability; everything. 

“Then I teamed up with Jeremy Miles and 
we played around with it a bit. We hed the 
‘wheels off Moss” 500, Buckler rear suspension 
‘and thiliclimbed \t, taking the outright sports 
‘oar record at Prescott with a Climax FWE 
1100 cc engine, We got 20 class wins in 
1954/88, Jeremy was working for an air 
craft manufacturer and we must have been 
one ‘of the first people to use aircraft techni: 
‘ques and material in club racing. 

“We had an Anglia with OHV conversion 
for a year, and then a Lotus 11 Le Mans, 
but that was the year of Chapman, Hawthorn 
fend ht tot so we never really did very 

‘Andrew then withdrew from racing, 80 
‘that was the end of ‘part one. He spectated 
at a fow meotings, but there was no urge 
to race any further. 

Part ewo started in 1970 when Andrew met 
John Trevelyan, then in Formula Ford, and 
started to give ihim a hand at various meet- 
lings, almost managing tim. Still giving the 
FF driver a hand with his Crosslé in 1971, 

got bored one day having sold space for 
15 years and I ended up starting a gearbox 


business. I'm not sure how. Ganley and Riley 
seemed to be very busy and there seemed 
to be roam for another.” 

‘The business snowballed in Michael And- 
rew's fae for some time, and meanwhile, he 
met Mike Wilds who was also struggling én 
Formula Ford at the time. Between them 
they met Sheridan Thynne, @ fairy godmother 
who has helped many people in racing. and 
he suggested that they should bid for an 
Alexis Mk 19 which resided wt Firestones. 
Everyone bought some part of the complete 
car, Thynne awned &, and it was decided 
‘that, running the car in the 1300 cc class, 
Wilds would drive in championship rounds, 
and Michael Andrew any other races, 

However, Michael did himself and Mike 
Wilds a huge turn when he met Colin Phillips 
st a party. Michael introduced Philips to 
Mike and with various others, Phillips raised 
enough money for Wikis to go imo Formula 
Three, and up to his recent career in Formula 
‘One. Which all left Michael Andrew with the 
Alexis, having bought out Sheridan Thynne's 
part share. 

For @ year, Micmel Andrew raced the car 
with a pushrod engine, and then for the 1973 
Season, he asked John Manktelow to build 
up @ BDA 1300 cc engine, Michaal was second 
tn class during the year up to the Anal round, 
and thad beat his small class rivals to take the 
class. "I had an 8s lead, and three laps from 
the end, the only rose joint that I hadn't 
changed at the beginning of the season, 
broke.” 

For ‘his season, the car went to Chas 
Beastie for the winter, who did, and needed 
to do a lot of work ‘on the tired ald Alexis, 
for it ‘simply wouldn't go round corners. AS 
well as the ‘mods, the car mow has Formula 
Atlantic tyres, and after the usual last minute 
rush to get the car ready, ® weet out and 
won its first class event. The car featured 
aerodynamics and "Mt now is @ very quick 
car, and handles too.” The engine was rebuilt 
by ‘Swindon, who were viry complimentary 
about the original builder, Manktelow. 

This year, Andrew bas taken seven class 
wins despite competition fram Lyndon Thorne 
and Les Aylott, who runs on less money 


and two from last year. “My racing is what 
call 50 aggravation racing. We prepare the 
car on the Saturday afternoon and test during 


Michael Andrew's Alexis leads Paul Weldon's Mirage into the Thruxton chicane. 


“Michael Andrew — Sports GT champion. 


practice. On the track, however, I like to see 
thaw many 2 liere cars i can beat.” 

‘Andrew would personally fike to do some 
2 Atre sports ar racing abroad, but is still 
undecided on his plans for next year. The 
dusiness Js obviously in a healthy state, but 
what about the Sports GT formula of racing? 
“There are too many classes in one race 
for the novice spectator 0 follow. Per- 
sonally, I tend eo look at it as being one 
big class anyway. In fact, I think they should 
fet rid of the over 2 Mtre class, and also the 
1300 ce lass, Ik costs more 0 build a 1300 
BDA than a 1600 cc BDA and therefore it's 
uneconomical to have the classes anyway. 
‘As for the poor grids, I think they're due to 
jaziness on’ the part of the owners of the 
cars or lack of money. There are lots of 
‘eligible cars, ut they either cant or don't 
face them. I’ don't think they realise the fun. 
Some faces are diabolical, they've been #0 


‘that Michael Andrew's 
could turn away from the club scene at loast, 
for while the business thrives, he's currently 
attracted by flying, and has mow reached the 
sate of having his own pilot's licence. Foreign 
races, here we come? 


possible interests 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 
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Purely personal 


TONY OWEN 


Tony Owen is the affable landlord of the 
Windsor Castle public house “ somewhere in 
West London.” His job can thus essentially 
be classed as a social one. However it is a 
tribute to his professionalism that he still 
manages to put up with the nightly invasions 
from. the boisterous AUTosroRT staff and 
their satellites ; putting on a brave face, even 
serving them drinks on occasion. Tony has 
recently been on a High Performance driving 
course ‘with the BSM. 

T've always been a keen driver and taken 
some pride in my abilities on the road, 50 
when I was fortunate enough to lay hands 
ona jely high performance car as per. 
sonal transport I decided that it was about 
time that the owner did the car just 

call to BSM fixed up the first of 
“humble pie 


his willing student in the sweltering heat of 
Georgetown (British Guiana); needless to say 


the atmosphere was just as heated inside 
the cab as it was outside on occasions, 
and my efforts to get to grips with three 
tonners and Land-Rovers resulted in one oF 
two near misses for the WRAC changing 
room and the marquee of the Officers’ social 
club. However the test was eventually passed, 
land the Services certificate of roadworthiness 
was in time swapped for a civilian one, along 
with military regalia and other mementos. 
Benny would undoubtedly have enjoyed 
himself at my expense that first morning on 
the way to Brands Hatch. 1 was in the com- 
pany of @ new instructor whom I'd picked 
Up, not without a few misgivings, from 
BSM’s head office at Sydney Street. By the 
time we reached Brands, my hands were 
distinctly clammy. This first drive is essen- 
tially a “look-you-over" session intended 
primarily to evaluate the roadcratt of the 
HPC aspirant to see whether he or she can 
be considered ready to start it. They have 
‘word for unsuitability down there ; it’s called 
GT course," and that’s exactly where I 
went that first day; right to the bottom of 
the pile; not a bad’ place to start on reflec: 
tion, John Lyon was my long-suffering co- 
driver that morning and he, like the others 
when it comes to criticism, does not mince 
Words. The comments at ‘the foot of the 
check list read like Billy Bunter's school 
report: “a great deal of practice is required, 
in forming the basic principles of advanced 
relation to the sequence of actions, 
road positioning, signalling and 
observation. The GT course is recommended 
first.” What could I tell all those who were 
eagerly following my progress? A) I'd never 
driven an MGB before... B) I was used to 
‘an automatic gearbox. There would be 
Precious few sympathetic ea 
‘The first day's return to reality was com- 
pleted by an introductory session on the skid 
Toad. To make absolucely certain that ail the 
trembling unfortunates have absolutely nothing 
to aid their powers of control, the cars used 
fare fitted with bald tyres and the surface is 
specially sprayed . . . a combination that 
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contrives to put the word adhesion firmly 
into the history books. It tends to be rather 
frightening at first, but one soon comes to 
appreciate that the speeds reached are nothing 
like as high as the slip angles would suggest 
they are, and in conjunction with this comes 
a growing admiration for the skills of the 
men sitting next to you. All that one assimi- 
lates is very much on a “practise what you 
preach” basis, so the student is always in 
the position of having seen how a particular 
exercise should be tackled before making a 
mess of i himself. There are 27 items listed 
on the HPC check sheet, divided almost 
equally into mechanical and roaderaft aspects. 
My first lesson yielded exactly one tick and 
26 crosses; and 1 thought I was quite a good 
driver... 2 sobering experience indeed. Ironi- 
sole tick corresponded to the 
heading. 
‘The style being taugit demands some. 
thing of a reappraisal of driving technique, 
‘and pechaps the most significam of these on 
the ‘mechanical side is the separation of 
actions which most drivers tend to incorporate 
together; namely braking and changing gear 
HPC firmly insist that except in the most 
extreme cases (such as approaching a round: 
about from a step descent) all necessary 
braking for the looming hazard must be com- 
pleted before an attempt is made to chai 
gear. This was in fact a technique that had 
been taught in the Army, but it was one 
which, like so many other aspects of my 


8? 1 


Not much grip out here. 


“style.” had suffered from the passing of 
the years. 

‘Apart from one session on the track, the 
whole course is carried out on the public road, 
so that one tends to be stuck with one’s 
instructor for long periods of time, a situation 
that can become rather wearing if they lack 
the semblance of a sense of humour which 
[find essential whilst ~ going back to school.” 
Thus 1 found myself particularly at home 
with Stuart Miland, who likes to describe 
himself (very optimistically) as “180 pounds 
of rippling, high tensile action.” However 
all the staff share the most phenomenal 
powers of observation ; there is no question 
Of being able to getaway with one's idio- 
Syncrasies ; they are ruth.essly spotted and 
brought to immediate attention. Throughout 
the drive there is almost continuous com- 
mentary from the left hand seat, and as the 
road unfolds one tends to look at it in a 
rather different light instead of looking 
at corners in terms of “lines” one tends to 
“observe” the car through, rather than set 
it up to go round in a certain way. The 
racing circuit is not of course used as a track, 
in fact Brands Hatch is used in reverse 
(which seems to me to be a lot more diffi- 
cult than going the right way round) and 
treated as a two way road, a factor which 
became a reality on several occasions as 
practise started for the Total Economy Run. 
The reasons why the track is used are two- 


fold. First there is the all pervading ques- 
tion of safety; and within the confines of 
the circuit, instructors are able to call a halt 
to the proceedings without fear of getting 
BSM’s pristine vehicles modified at the back- 
end by any of the "disassociated passives" 
who are often to be observed dozing in their 
Griving seats ; secondly the facility of being 
‘able to stop suddenly in safety can be used 
to advantage in demonstrating the observ: 

tion technique, illustrating how much more 
can be seen from different approaches to the 

‘AS time progressed, the Owen check sheets 
became a little less like Billy Bunter’s school 
reports, and a lstle less crippling to the ego. 
Five sessions and five weeks after the plunge 
had been taken, 1 was able to wave the 
indictment in front of the cynical faces across 
the bar. . . "judgement of speed and distance 
in relation to some corners and bends needs 
2 little more development, Skidding and 
Straight braking up to standard, Good pro: 
gress so far.” This was more like it 

‘The aims of the course as far as I wi 
concerned at the start were quite simpl 
T wanted to do justice to the car I was for- 
wunate enough to be driving. However, after 
a few BSM sessions the picture becomes much 
wider. The central point seems to be that of 
being able to make a car get from A to B in 
the shortes: possible time while dbeying speed 
limits and extending coustesy and considera 
ton to other road users. The question of 
‘courtesy is firmly applied and examined during 
the course ; and there are five veparate items 
under the general heading of roadcraft that 
directly oF indirectly refer to it. Along with 
this the course encourages the driver to take 
advantage of any opportunity to “ make Bro- 
ma the road, and to do this safely 
Somands a degree of pre-planning, observation 
‘and concentration which I had only sporadi- 
cally attained in the past. A brisk 
thrash through the country lane 
RS 2000 served to increase the Owen con- 
fidence and brought the comment, “ excellent 
progress” from the passenger ‘seat; there 
merely remained the night driving course 
between myself and the attainment of the 
first rung of the ladder, HPC success, What 
some people may not realise is that this course 
is only the start as far as BSM are concerned 
and the keen driver can go on from his High 
Performance Diploma to attempt the sil 
and finally the gold medals. The level of 
excellence required by the gold medal award 

the 

In 

quest for this distinction. (I was not however 
told the number of applicants. who had 
attempted it.) The gold medal deniands thr 

hours of perfect dewing; and all the techni- 
ques of the aiid pan must be perfect, includ. 
ing a complete spin, executed in one con- 
tinuous movement so as to drive out of the 
manoeuvre in reverse gear; in short a four 
wheel Red Arrow; food for thought and 
practice. 

‘All this instruction does not come cheap, in 
fact it works out at something like £5 
hour (which is nevertheless fair enough in 
view of the current charges of around €3 for 
basic instruction), and one can reckon on 
between 15 and 20 hours to achieve the 
honours diploma, so the BSM course is not 
something to be entered into lightly. Sub- 
jectively speaking however this expengiture 
is very easy to justify, for aside from the 
obvious fun aspect (have thoroughly 
enjoyed every moment of it), if what I have 
Tearnt saves me one accident on the road 
(and I firmly believe it will) then it has been 
money well spent. There does not now seem 
to be the compelling urgency to view 
Shepherds Bush roundabout through the side 
windows, and although my wife professes 
to prefer the “old style me” (in the driving 
seat that is) I get the distinct feeling that 
a lot of progress has been made. One last 
thing |. I failed the night driving lesson! 
Back io the drawing board. 


a 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


RALLY 


John Edwards-Parton and Don Davidson hurry on to second on the Bristowe. 


Jerome loses—Hill/Wood win 


George Hill and Keith Wood heirs apparent to 
this year's MN/Weber rally championship 
scored a four minute win last Saturday night 
when the eleventh running of the Bristowe 
rally down In the West Country ended without 
fuss or bother. With the Viva on full song. 
‘the North Country pair completed the 196 
mile route, which started and finished in 
Barnstable, with the loss of 51 minutes. They 
were four minutes ahead of John Edwards- 
Parton and Don Davidson in thelr RS1600, 
Most disappoimted competitor among the 
fleld of 78 was Pat Jerome who, before the 
event, was leading the Welsh championshi 
He rolled his ye without apparent visible 
damage and carried on knowing he only had 
40 qualify as a finisher to take the series, 
However, the scrultineers’ attention was drawn 
tO apparent cracks in the fibreglass of the 
bonnet when he arrived at the finish and he 
was excluded for damage, The championship, 
therefore, goes to the North Wales driver 


Colin 


Mack in his Avenger but Jerome's 
ator, Lee Vincent, takes the navigator’s 
ory. 

Third place went to Mick Bryant and John 
MeKerrell in their RS2000 on 59 m, Bill 
Gwynne and Terry Thorpe were fourth in 
thelr Escort Mexico on 64 m, one minute 
ahead of Cyril Bolton and David Stephenson 
In their Mint GT. Frank Pierson and Colin 
Francis borrowed a Mexico 10 take sixth on 


Local crew Terry Nicholas and Richard 
Winter (Escort) raised a few eyebrows by 
climbing to fourth at two thirds distance but 
they clobbered a bank and ehat was chat 

Best in the experts class were Geoff Loos 
and John Kappler in their Escort, the semi- 
experts class was taken by the Escort TC 
of Ivor Pengelly and Stewar Hills, and the 
best novices were Phil Tumer and Adrian 
Turner in their Capri 2000, 


Hall goes Pro Comp 
with Priddle chassis 


‘One entrant in the Pro Comp class will 
aimost certainly be Mike Hall, who in his 
second year in the sport has been running the 
ex-Freddie Whistle " Shutdown” Fuel Altered. 
His blown 392 powered Bantam replica has 
not been the best handling car, but towards 
the end of the year It got back into the mid 
eights, and was invariably over che 160 mph 
‘mark. 


Now Mike has Dennis Priddle’s STP Funny 
car chassis lined up, a far more modern 
design more suited to current demands than 
Perhaps the old design was. As the chassis 
has been down to 7.1 s at 198 mph in Funny 
Car guise, it should be ideal for the reliable 
392 running on Methanol. Mike will probably 
keep the unique Bantam body which was 
\d-formed by Whittle in aluminium from 
drawings and pictures of the original pre-war 


TRIAL 


Kemp's lowest score 


Dartford driver John Kemp took his Mini to 
fan overall win last Sunday down at St Ives, 
Hartfield, Sussex, where Tunbridge Wells MC 
ran their production car trial for 30 competi- 
tors each of whom had to tackle 32 sections 
He dropped 114 marks and also had the day's 
jowest score, 

‘Best class bare was among the two leaders 
in the conventional saloons where John Tate's 
Mexico and Ted Pearson's Escort were never 
more than half a dozen marks apart through- 
‘out though initially behind Jim Doyle (Vitesse). 
Tate eventually took the class by two 
marks. With only 71 marks dropped at the 
lunch break Colin Ling’s 1900 ‘ce Spridget 
looked set for the lowest score but he faded 
somewhat and tctalled 127 marks but was a 
long way ahead of the rest of the specials 
class. 


RALLY 
Opel’s indiscretion 


Although streets ahead of the opposition on 
time, a minute navigational error pro 

costly for Dick Talbot and Peta (rep 
‘Smith on last Saturday's Falcon MC Rally 
over a 140-mile route in Cambridgeshire and 
Northants, Talbot and Miss Smith (Opel 
Manta) arrived at the finish having done the 
route some 13m quicker than anyone else 
‘but a wrong approach to a control (they went 
the wrong way round a green triangle) meant 
y finished down the field. 


Winners, by more than 2m, were Peter 
Lancaster and Michael Rushmer in their 
RS1600 who dropped 25m 328 on the 31 


time controls and two short selectives. In 
the first half they had gained a lead of 215 
but the then second placed crew of John 
Parsons and David Knight had a poor second 
half in thelr Avenger GT and were eventually 
demoted to third only 2 behind the runner 

up. Melvin Spencer and Terry Schraeder 


(Avenger GT), had this honour on 27m 51 


‘and Colin Page in 
an Escort Sport who finished on 1F S2m 1s 


TRIAL 
Harris’ by two 


Using some tvigh ground at the far end of 
Morpeth Rugby Club some 39 competitors 
from half a dozen clubs turned up for Jast 
Sunday's production car trial arranged by 
Tynemouth & Dist MC. Overall winner, drop- 
ping 20 marks on the 18 sections, was J. G. 
Harris in his Imp Sport but he had strong 
opposition all day from D. Atkinson, in 
‘who finished only two ‘marks 


Scoring probably its first ever competition 
success a Citroen GS estate took the first 
class in the hands of D. G. Burton, dropping 
78 marks, while Peter Thompson, a member of 
the winning club team on the RAC Rally, was 
second in his Mini on 85 marks. The two 
sports cars were amalgamated with the con- 
ventional saloons and J. Graham's TRS cane 

to a single mark victory over Brian 
's Escort while Ken Routledge (Escort) 
s third in a class of 20. The event attracted 
a host of competitors doing thelr first ever 
event and all expressed the hope that the 
clubs invited, Hexham, Wickham, Durham, 
Sunderland and Newcastle, would be putting 
on, more similar events next year. 


TRIAL 


Imps victorious 


J. Cox (Imp) and Alan Penhale, in his Can- 
non, were class winners at last Sunday's 
production car trial run by Tavistock MC at 
Combe Mine, Callington, Cornwall. T. Rag- 
getts was second in the rear engined class 
in his Imp while the runner-up in the 
specials class was Howard Gilbert in his 
Merton-tuned Special just ahead of Harry 
Hobbs’ Special. 
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Sports extra 
RALLY 


Brown excels in conditions 


Terry Brown and Ednyfed Morgan survived 

weekend's Blenheim Park Cotswold Stage 
night-and-day rally to win in the Central 
Tyres of Carmarthen Escort TC, a car that 
proved Ideal for the extremely muddy condi- 
tions of the night stages and the good 
tarmac/airfield stages of the day. Despite 
never having entered more than a dozen 
this ex-grass track racer 
ye events this year, the 


Ser 
ing the Blenhelm. He won by 95 seconds 
from the BTRDA/Gold Star and Triple C 


ha 


‘champion Gordon Batchelor who wi 
ered by too 

Which were 
umber one enemy for the Bruern Motor Club 
who found many stages that would have 
been splendid had the rains not descended 
the week beforehand. This weather gave them 
headaches untold. Stages were held on 
conditions that never should have been 
allowed and many to be cancelled on 
the night 


Preparation before being rally. 
Videan in the Old Woking Service Station 
260Z started at number one with Gordon 
Batchelor at two and David Stokes, local 
maestro at number three. The entry list was 
full up, and included no fewer than four 
Renault’ Ss that had competed in the racing 
championship during the year. Graham Hall 
‘and David Hedges finished an incredible 32nd 

2ist at break- 


(City Speed Centre Escort 1300 GT) 
the running at the first st 
the longest of the rally. This wi 
Slippery Ebworth wood, and the performance 
put up by these cars typified what was going 
to happen through the night, Kevin Videan 
found a bend that was too sharp for his 
monster sports car and he was out very soon 
and Dick Beeby's 1800 cc RS1600 lost a lot 
of time at a ford which, when compounded 
ting stuck on another stage, meant 
nother big car was out of the running. 
Ridout was not going well in his Alpine 
nor was Jon Li 
breakfast it wai 


‘after only stages had 
counted. Roberts in another Escort TC was 
third just ahead of Batchelor and Trevor 
Reeves in a well driven Mini-Cooper *S." 
‘The daytime stages made the event 
Blenheim Park is known to many as Deing 
one of the stately homes used in the 1972 
RAC. What took the world’s greatest drivers 
fa little over four minutes to cover on that 
‘occasion took the country’s clubmen at I 
BL minutes last weekend. as, the, stag 
incredibly slippery—almost lett 
thing inthe 'morning. Re was quicker 0 
drive on the grass than the tarmac and rac- 
ing tyres gave no benefit at all. The park was 
used three times with special stages away 
from the park to keep the rally busy in 
bepween. At the end of the first Blenheim 
stage David Stokes’ Escort was parked for- 
lornly with its bonnet up, the timekeepers 
mentioning that they heard a bang as the 
car crossed the finishing line. It had been so 
slippery that wheels were spinning in any 
gear and it was extremely easy to over-rev. 
‘This left Terry Brown in a lead which he 
maincained to the end. Jon Vicker's challenge 
faded here when he hit a bridge which delayed 
him a minute whilst Batchelor spun the 
second time through the park and stalled, 
Which effectively removed his chances as 
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well 
‘Joba Rich very nearly never made the 
finish, as he broke tis rear axle in the ford 
at the end of che Church Engtone stage, Just 
after the first stage in the park, but luckily 
the stage finished just the other side and 
he cruised across he flying finish. Near the 
end Brown had clutch slip and toose steering 
nhllst Reeves’ Mint broke an oll cooler 
pipe on a stage which gave the crew a maxi 
mum. David Jones, who persuaded « marshal 
during the night to have @ re-run on a stage 
he had broken # hatf-shaft (but which 

the organisers declined to accep), found 
Obstacies in fhis way on both the Turweston 


time simply by virue of momentum carrying 
the car past the finish board. 

‘The best feature of the event was the 
resuks service run by Tynemouth & DMC 
results service which used the computer 
that the Lind'afarne had employed and these 
enabled competitors to be given print-outs 
for their penalties, sets of results at various 
places along the route and ukimately copies 


Related to the nitro situation, the Pro Comp 
eliminator, which had a few weeks 
back, seems jenerally 
favourable reactions, with most of the drivers 
who will be affected in favour of the xea— 
not necessarily from choice, but 


reception came from one Top Dragster driver 
who envisaged up to 16 cars gathered 
together next year, whilst the least keen 
Feszonse came from one who would have to 
switch a blown fuel motor back to blown 
methanol with subsequent expense. 


TRIAL 


Denton’s first 


With the Peterborough Motor Club running 
@ Semperit/BTRDA round in Northampton- 
shire, the Kentish Border trial at Bexley had 
some of the familiar names missing from 
the entry list, Still 30 keen crews turned out 
for. this the fourth round of the Duckham' 
series. The North Downs of Bexley are 
tricky at the best of times. but last, Sunday 
they were too clever for the organisers 
Competitors. ‘The course’ lald cut Ink new 
one-way system was a great idea, with hills 
of a more peaty nature being found. However, 
they looked climbable until they were 
atiempted—then the half-inch top layer 
would disappear to reveal a substance a! 
slippery as the best of Duckhams lubricated 
surfaces. This caused delay and with (wo 
it was more 
ming participants 
returned to the 


rounds of 10 hills before lunch, 
like tea time when the 


mammoth total of 50, 
Walker and Chris Highwood. Close on thelr 
heels came the hunting pack of Roy Denton 
and Colin Taylor, both on 60. The 950 class 
was led by John ‘Higgins wich Cyril Gamblen 
holding the 750 rein 

‘The second round produced a similar pat- 
tern, although Roy Denton in another Ford- 
Powered machine moved up into second spot, 
with the best round of 34, three b 
Gordon Jackson who Kept th 
Taylor pulled up into third 
Colin Walker and Chris Highwood. New boy 
Martin Wright did well to be next with Alan 
Brunning and Bill Hicks in close attendance, 
‘The 950 and 750 battles were much thé 
in a close-scoring competition, only puncte 
ated by a clever root or a loving tree that 
would cling on to the trials cars’ vital 
AF thelr pilots ventured too near, 
rw kept free of trouble in the final 
round and their’ scores. differed. resty. ik 
Bill Hicks whose 28 was the best round a 
pulled him up to fourth, just one point behind 
Colin Walker. Gordor 
‘caught by the trees and this enabled Roy 
Denton to take his first ever victory in 
sporting trial. John Higgins held on to the 
950 prize by one mark from Rod Hansford, 
and Cyril Gantblen did so nicely that he not 
gnly won the 780 class but pipped the 9808 


ETT ek. cemtten 


Sports extra 


TRIAL 


Pops chase the 
Escort home 


‘The South West Centre of the MGCC had a 
fleld of 31 for their production car trial at 
Goblin Combe, Redhill, Somerset, last Sunday 
when the overall winner was Escort man Dave 
Harris who dropped 19 marks on the 10 
sections. Competing in a combined class of 
seven Harris had an easy win for the next two 
Places both went to Ford Populars with Martin 
Ellis (44 marks) beating Tony Hutt by six 
marks. 

Harris’ father Eric brought along his vener- 
able Austin Seven to collect Class 3 from 

eld of 14 competitors. He had a total of 31 
marks against him and beat Charles 
Shepstone’s MG PB by 14 marks. Bad luck 
befell Stephen Dear in one of the famous ex 
works MG trials car, the PA type known as 
Cream Cracker. It was lying second at lunch 
but the blower drive sheared, the car went on 
to three cylinders but he battled on and lost 
out to Shepstone by a single mark 

In Class 4 the Imps of Ben Sheppard and 
John Buncombe finished four marks apart with 
Collin Elis coming into. third with bis 
Chamois. Nigel Pow's Dellow was best of 


three in ‘the Specials class dropping 23 marks 
‘while Roy Newton's MG J2, on 33-marks was 
second and took the Cecil Kimber Trophy 
for best performance by an MG driven by a 
‘club member. 


Priddle’s 
1975 drag 
plans 


Dennis Priddle will have a new chassis for 
the Avenger, work having already started on 
the project, and the Funny car will become 
the ‘prime vehicle for the team. The car 
has been a big hit everywhere this year, 
particularly with its tremendous performances 
Bgainst the two Santa Pod cars, which have 
considerably more powerful engines 

Despite this, the STP car has been down 
to 7.1 s as mentioned, and would certainly 
have managed a six had the finance been 
available to run that bit harder. Next year 
Dennis will use ‘the Donovan engine that has 
powered the Revell dragster for nearly two 
years, which apart from being lighter than the 
iron motor has been rumoured to be even 
bigger than the stated 417 cubic inches, and 
more of a match for the Ed Pink “elephant” 
motors that power Hayward and Herridge. 

The rail will continue in its present form 
with the iron motor—which, as Dennis points 
Dut, has run a very respectable 6.59 5 two 
years ago—a time so far only beaten by 
himself and Clive Skilton once each. So 
despite the new threat of Crane and Hutcher 
son In the two. rear-engined Pink powered 
cars, Dennis's talents as both builder and 
Griver should keep him in contention in Top 
Fuel as well—although it is unlikely that 
both cars will appear together except for one 
or «wo major meets 

Recent rumours about Priddle driving one 
or more Chevrolet powered cars entered by 
another major team, would appear to have 
Httle substance at present, although the idea 
was apparently discussed at one stage 


The Fast Lady, Roz Prior stands by the Fast Lady (dragster), confirming that once again Revell 
will sponsor their Fast Lady for next year's drag season. 


Something for 
everyoneinBTRDA 
prize lists 


With the cancellation of the final round due 
to have been run by Ukley & District last 
Sunday, the results of this year's BTRDA 
Production Car Trials Championship are now 
finalised. 

With nine outright wins and silver spoons 
to boot, Bill Moffatt takes the title again and 
Geoff Spencer, runner-up, collects the Easton 
and Hazlewood trophies, ‘the latter for driver 
Scoring most points in the entire 18 events. 
He scored 161 points, seven more than 
Moffatt 

The Dudley Trophy for the best sports car 
goes to Mike Harrison while Colin Valentine 
takes the Moffatt Trophy for best in the 
rear engined class. Best Appleton score 
winner is Brian Betteridge who finished fifth 
and the Dave Slater-Lou Munckley Trophy for 
best in Class 2 goes to Mike Stephens. 
Charles Bater breaks the Midlands monopoly 
on the trophies by collecting the Eadon 
Trophy for best newcomer, being a mere (WO 
points ahead of Malcolm Brown, The Class 1 
winner for the Crane Valley Trophy is John 
Hodgson. 

Mrs Janet Ludford, the only regular lady 
competitor, collects the Nancy. Mitchell 
Trophy. This year the championship attracted 
102" entrants of whom 72 competed and 63 
of these scored points, Apart from Moffatt 
other drivers to collect silver spoons were 
Spencer (4), Valentine (2) while Stephens, 
Barry Score and Tony Cooke, collect one 
each. 


TRIAL 
Fiat’s easy win 


‘Andy Hockaday wok his Fiat 850 Sport to 
‘an easy win a week last Sunday on the Seven- 
oaks & District CC production car trial at 
Layhams Farm, near Keston, Kent, finishing 
with a total of 67 marks lost on the 24 sec: 
tions, Distasteful note came when a protest 
against two Mini competitors for using 1100 
‘engines was upheld and they were excluded 
from what would have been second and third 
in clags. 

James McDougall led Class 1 throughout 
in his Mink, He wes 11 marks to the good at 
the break and increased his lead to 24 marks 
by the end of the day. Dick Robinson, who 
finished second, looked secure when he had 
a seven mark advantage at the interval but 
John Kemp got within four marks at the 
finish. Among the conventional saloons Dave 
Sharpe was never challenged in his 1300 
Escort, He “burned” practically every section 
with an incredible number of revs aboard and 
finished on 116 marks which was 57 marks 
fewer than David Beams (Mexico), who, in 
turn, was a street ahead of lan Collins 
(Anglia). Jon Low also found that burning was 
‘a ood way up the sections in his Spitfire and 
he led the sports cars by 37 marks at the 
break. However Nigel Pratven (Midget) got to 
terms with the course in the afternoon and 
‘closed to within 15 marks of Low and over- 
took the half-time runner-up Mark Kemp in his 
Fairthorpe Electron Minor, who finished two 
marks behind. 

‘Among the rear engined brigade, Peter 
Hubble Jed a host of Imps at the break by 
two marks on a total of 60 marks but there- 
after he pulled away from Colin Marsh and 
Hubble's total of 98 marks was 10 better 
than Marsh, Ted Edwards was third on 115 
marks. 
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BELL & 
Me TANTS woe COLVILLLTD 


Sports and Performance Cars 45-47 - Racing and Competition Cars 47-51 - 


BRANDON MOTORS LTD. 
a. 4 
‘ 


‘on 
SmaNDON. NEAR COVENTRY 
WEST MORSLEY, NR. GUILOFORD, U1 


sito? HEY LOTUSS) 


FERP ani | PNO DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE. Tel : Wolston 2288/6 
errari | (STO 020-335) 


CHESHIRE SPORTS 
CARS LTD. 


A selection of NEW Reliants, MGs, Lotus 
and British Leyland Cars for immediate 
Selivery and export. Please telephone for 
details 
'NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES 
(01-639 3208 


East Horsleya114 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way NW4 
nd 


DON'T BE OFF THE ROAD WITH 
AN 


AMERICAN CAR 


GET YOUR SPARES AND TYRES 


FROM 
D.B. MOTORS | 


ater 


Tol : 0533 834343 ond 832534 
AMERICAN CARS FOR SALE 
THOMAS MOTORS LTD. 


BLACKPOOL 
Tel : (0253) 63337 


USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE 


01-639 3204/5/6 


For further information on inserting 
advertisements on these pages 


So Ring: 01-636 3600 
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LEN STREET ON THE BORDERS OF 


Earliest possible delivery of new Lotus} 
MAIN AGENTS FOR sus WeEK'S SELECTION 


cars. 
Demonstration cars available by Lotus GINETTA  SCIMITAR 


MANTA TURBO COMMODORE GS/E 


phone ta"boak. your demonstration oi 


CATERHAM CARS 
(LONDON) 
1969 (reg 70) Pontiac Firebird 350. 
Finished in gold with tan trim. 
Fitted new tyres and radio, €695. . ah Taplow Buck = 
Tol: 01-704 9658. OPEN ssse3sset Zou 
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CLUBMANS 


FORMULA ATLANTIC 


D, 


FORMULA FORD 


Ee on RALLYCROSS 
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Cheshire Sports Cars Ltd. 


Registered Office : 71 MANCHESTER ROAD (A34), 
CONGLETON, CHESHIRE CW12 2HL 
Tel: Congleton (STD 9932) 5352 
Scott F11/FA car, FT200. Elan comp rear dampers 


‘spares, etc FT200 gearbox 
Mexico Group 1 car, ready to EVA rods and pistons 
race 


FVA standard crank 

ELVA BMW type 160 Fissore EVA head bore 

Allan Smith 1850. F11. BDA EVE 2-litre block 

Holbay all steel t/cam FC pistons 18/1900 

t/eam FVC water pump new 

unit unused FVC cam cover and cams 
New Lucas metering unit 

New 10” leather wheels 

New Chevron bag tanks 

New 15” Brabham wheels 

New/used ass valves 

DFV rods 1 set 

Cosworth dry sump pump 

Pair alloy callipers 

F/Ford 4 to 1 exhaust 

BDG head bare Many more spares not listed 


Tel : 02602 5352 (day), 0625 74022 evenings 


SGE GRYPHON C73 


This well known and ultra quick Super Sports Formula car is 
‘due to an anxious bank manager. Specifica. 
independent and adjusteble suspension. all 

6 Gomm designed and modified bodywork, double 
J ‘driver's compartment, extra capacity oil tank and 
ith Firestone slicks. 


to 1 h/l exhaust 
T/cam 1500 pistons 
BDA Atlantic head 
BDA 
BDA 


3 o 

ly accepted to be the quickest Gryphon 

"ar despite driver. Record at Phoenix Park. Resprayed to 
colour of customer's choice if required. £1750. 


Brand new Gryphon chassis with, all special Gryphon parts 
rayed white and ready to be built up into new car. 
Bullet the factory. Cost £1000. Oftered at £850. 


1000 ce Lucas Cosworth MAE, 122 Bhp plus, full downdraught, 
used in, Martin Whites Delta Kotor Company, U2 to lead smal 
la: 

U regi 

winch, Radiomobil 
renowned VW re 
price increases, now of 


Whole team set-up offered at £3900 Ring Stuart Glass 
(01-736 8295 24 hours 


‘Governor, low " mileage, 
Cost £1500 before 


incoln Racing Services 

As well as running our own racing team offer 
Winter rebuilds in a modern factory chassis 
setting, circuit testing, engine rebuilds all by 
our own ex F1 mechanics, F3, FA, SV, F5000. 
Tel: Nick Parkes at 
Stowe 250 (Lincs) 


_ARK = LOTUS ELAN 


FOR SALE 


TWO M.R.E. FORMULA FORDS 


73F AVJ Ford Motor, Mk 9 gearbox with inboard 
discs. Graviner extinguisher system, chassis 
recently rejigged by Arch Motors. Very clean and 
competitive car £1500 ono 
74F. Similar specification to above, as new only raced 
once s ++. £1800 ono 
Chris Skellern. Tel 0905) 29698 day time 
352944 evening 


LOLA T212 FVA 


FASTEST 1600 cc SPORTS CAR IN COUNTRY. 
COMPLETE WITH SPARES, WETS, etc 
also 
BRABHAM BT 38 BDA 
HOST OF SPARES—MONOCOQUE, etc 


OR WILL SPLIT EITHER 
PART EXCHANGE ROAD OR RACE CAR 


Amisfield Tony Charnelt Dumfries 
491 (day) 5121 (night) 


FORMULA FOUR GRD 372 


Built last winter as the low cost racing works 
car. Four outings only in 1974, 1 win, 1 sixth 
with wet plugs, 1 spinning DNF and 1 John 
Webb drove over the nose cone looking for 
the Formula Ford. 


Syd Fox tried the car at Brands and got } sec 

under the lap record within 6 laps (the car is 

worth £2500. Compare the Crossle Ensign 

as sold at £2750 and the Boughton grd at 
£2650). 


But we are dead broke and would take £850 
for half share to the right person or £2000 
the whole car. Wets, ratios, trailer cover also 
available. 


Alex, 01-409 2605 
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FORGE MILL 
RACING 


CHEVRON B26 


A rare opportunity to buy this competitive ex John Lepp car. Rolling chassis, FG box. Fully 


aeroquipped. Many spares. £4995. 
LOLA T292 


Ex-Larousse car, complete with Smith FVC. £5490. 


| 


Excellent condition. Many, many spares, including wheels. £2495. 


CHEVRON B18/25 


Atlantic F2 car. Just rebuilt. All parts are brand new. Rolling chassis. A give away at £1000. 


Engines 
FVC 1970 Richardson. Choice of 2. £1500. gum Richardson. £1400. 


Hart/Ford 2 Litre BDA. The engine used by John Lepp in this year's 2 litre championship. 
The most competitive, economically priced engine in Europe at £2495. 
2.1970 Smith FVCs. £1295. 


COMMER 2-CAR TRANSPORTER 


Living accommodation. All mod cons. £895. Suitable for any formula 


FORD ARTICULATED TRANSPORTER 


Ex-Graham Hill. £995. 


Tyres 
Several hundred tyres for sale. All sizes Leh Aes £10 and £15. 
Ratios and body panels to suit all above cars. 


Gearboxes 
FT £345. FG latest series. Unused £550. 


FORGE MILL RACING 


FORGE MILL FARM, 
BESTWOOD VILLAGE, NOTTINGHAM 
Tel : NOTTINGHAM 278217 or 275572. Telex 377224 
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FOR SALE 
3 DFV ENGINES 


1973 1700 ML FORD CUSTOM CAB 2 car transporter. 
Immaculate. With Ratcliffe tail lift, fully lockered, full 
side awning. Ready to rolll 


EX RED ROSE B21 


1972 Sports Car lap record at Zandvoort, 276 bhp 
FVC Alan Smith engine, FG400 gearbox and ratios, 
12 wheels, slicks and wets, spare nose cone. Lots 
of spares and double cabin transporter. £3500 ono. 
Enquiries to 
Tel: Medway (0634) 45445 


ser DRAKE & FLETCHER LTD. 
Vauxhall Viva GT 
2300 Special Saloon 


GOLDIE HEXAGON RACING 
Paul Michaels Tel: 01-348 5151 


Whibley 
‘Tol: Maidstone 55531 day time, Maidstone 78196 evenings 


7964 TRIUMPH SPITFIRE Lo Mans FH Coupe. Works car 
Sriginsl BNG/orenge. Reg No ADU 8B. Chassis No FC 23647. 
Re%Gompered for the works by Rob Slotemaker/Taylor in 
auch classica os the Monte Carlo Rally, Le Mans etc. Rebuilt 
{Complete Le Mans spec with 8 port head and 42 DCOES 
‘iCsynehre. box special light alloy wheels, alloy body with 
forogasy, top, Raced thi yearn classi, maetnge By, Reg 
Thurloy. Possibly the only one left in the world. Investment 

at is w £1200 


THE FASTEST HISTORIC 
RACING CAR EVER 


is available. Substantial offers from suitably sedate 
(we would hate you to win) purchasers will be con- 
sidered. Needless to say the car is in superlative 
condition and this year’s minor problems have now 
been eradicated. 


Contact : William Green 
Tel : Derby 44244, work 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY MEXICOS RS 2000 $ 
BUY NOW AND HAVE PERFORMANCE WITH ECONOMY 


PRI, Our own car, Bro 
pat) With a 


HARRIER F100 SPORTS CAR. Roll 
box. Brand new alloy body. Simi 
tc Very attractive. Ide 


Minilites, 
MINI 1293 Saloon. Light blue. Ex Brian Preston. Full race. Long: 
Man engine with twin 45 DCOEs. LSD. All synchro, C/R box 
Miniites. Ultra lightweight body, etc. Immaculate condition. 
Extremely successful and rapid Hill Climb/Sprint Mini £700 
1974 VEGANTUNE/GP RACING 2-LITRE FORMULA 3, 1810 cc. 
‘Approximately 153 bhp. (Test sheets available). Unused 
since modified £1095 


HP arranged, any road or racing car taken in part exchange 
Apply: 

SPENCER ELTON 
Highfield, Leigh Road, Westbury, Wilts. 
Tel : Westbury 2682 (home), 
Westbury 2262/3 (business) . 


‘Available, 1659 Smith FVC & Cosworth BDG Race Engine 


For m 


details contact 


ADLARDS RALLYE SPORT CENTRE 


Southside, Clapham Common, London. SWS 9X 
Yel Si-7a3 Gott. Telex BvO/3e 


3 BI6 
“ i Alan Smith  2-litre Little used example of the 
engine. Carello rods, most ‘rare. of the Chevron 

a> P1200 box, 10" and 12" rims. | Mark. ‘Red. Road. reg and 


5) Long range tanks. ipped. Absolutely immac- 
car in excellent conditi 
Ideal winner post historic 
races. £1850. 


Tel: BUCKLOW HILL 830423 
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SDC RACING 
OFFERS FOR SALE 


Two March 73Bs as raced by Steve 
Choularton and Jim Crawford. For further 
enquiries tel: 


Jim Crawford, Choriey 73202 
or Steve Choularton, 061-928 9011 


Fol: aotase Thiae elon 


BRAND NEW 


GRYPHON C4A 


This car was professionally built at the factory early 
this month and has raced only once. It's so new it 
hasn’t even been painted. Bullit box, Minilites, slotted 
discs and full set of wets and many spares. Complete 
car, less engine, for just £1,200. 
01-534 8427 01-969 6007 
(day) (night) 


If you are a rally specialist or 


have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 
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ARE YOU ONE OF THE BEST 
STORES MANAGERS IN BRITAIN? 


If you are, we are interested in you. We are 
a medium-sized company dealing primarily 
in performance cars so enthusiasm will 

be a definite plus. 


Apply Box No 4014, 


/ wort wine \ 


1 CAR SHIPPING | 


specialising in both s trade and privately owned 


Shipments arranged Bled in the UK or Europe. 
Complete storage =a ‘shipment preparation 
facilities. 


Race and Rally Sace- bewee -4 Renepertae “ network. 
GOODRIDGE RACING (U.K.) LTD. oun pestle tel lear rote 


SSC 
15/16 Newman Street, London W1P 3HD. 
Tel: 01-580 2231/01-580 2225. Telex: 22716. 
Geneva Frankfurt Paris 
Tel: 453140 4961072051 _‘Tel: 704 42 84 
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BALANCING 


HEWLAND © 


SPEEDSHOW '75 


COME AND SEE US ON 
OUR STAND, NO. 49, FOR 
INFORMATION AND ADVICE 
OR JUST TO SAY HELLO 
AND HAVE A CHAT 


CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


GHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
{98072 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NWw2 


FORMULA ONE 


CARNAI Y STREET 


DUPLICATING FOR SALE (sll built) 


RACING? GEARBOX ¢ CENTRE 


Tet: of tae’ B896/Ou0N tay) Ob-aae EN night) 


INSURANCE 
SPORTS CAR INSURANCE 


UGHTING EQUIPMENT 


GEARBOXES 


YOUR NORTHERN AND MIDLANDS 
HEWLAND AGENTS 


Gearboxes, Spares and Repairs. 
For prompt and efficient service 
‘telephone: 0332 40606. 


Overseas orders welcomed and promptly 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


AMANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 
A member of the Alan Smith Group. 


é SHOCK ABSORBERS 
+ THE NEW SPORT! 


LOAD ADJUSTERS 
Largest Stocks in London 


CELL unneR 
STRUT CARTRIDGES 
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 


To You Au 


MOBELEC 
CONTACTLESS ELECTRONIC IGNITION 
CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS ! 


Extensive range on the premises, including 
distributor and tachometer adaptors. 


EXPERT FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 


pair 


Locking. Nuts, 
Oscar ‘metal grilles | 


CLUB 


EQUIPMENT 


Saloon Car 


Sports 


ROLL CAGES — STRUT BARS stock 


LAMP BRACKETS AND BARS COMPETITIVE 
PRICES ! 


MAIN LONDON DISTRIBUTORS FOR: 


CLUB EQUIPMENT 


— KONI — RESTALL 


WRAP A RESTALL AROUND YOU — FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 


AUTOBAHN 
732 


AUTOSTRADA 
738 


RALLYE 
731 


COME AND SEE THE COMPLETE RANGE 
YOU’LL NEVER WANT TO SIT IN ANYTHING ELSE 
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Spoilers + 
Wheel Arch Extensions 


Heavy duty front spoilers made in fibre glass 

to cover full width of car. Available for Escort, 

Capri, Imp, BMW, 2002, Avenger. £9.25, 
pp 40p 

“ Droop nose “ front spoiler, lightweight, very 

strong. Available for Escort and Capri. £12.50, 
pp 50p 


Trans-Am type boot lid with moulded-in 
spoiler. Available for Capri, Escort. £17, 
pp 80p. 


Escort, Anglia wheel arch extensions. Heavy 
duty, set 4. £11.50, pp 7Op. 
All prices include VAT 
Trade and ‘export enquiries. welcome 
KV AUTOSPARES 
Market Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
Tel: Tunbridge Welts (0892) 38121 


— 


expenenced racing mechanics 
0p tor complete catalogue. 
Janspeed Engineering Lid,, Southampton Road. Salisbury, Wilts 
Tel: (0722) 6955/6 


PETER BLOORE RACING 

STATION ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, WALLINGFORD. TEL: (0413) 3162 
totus “Elite, 1962 Series il completely restored, £1200. 
Elden F/F Mk 10C, ex-works car, £250. Atlantic BDA 1600 ce. 
£550, 1974 Scholar F/F engine, rebuilt, £360. Ensign suit F3/F4, 


USED MARCH PARTS 


742 Tub 1 Race only ...... €250 732 Nose complete a12 
4-Mel Mag Mk 1 rears, each £25 742 Tail e10 
4 Nose splittcrs, new, each £3 Banana wing £25 
6 FG Dog Rings, each 4 2 Anti Roll Bars £10 
20 Ratios, each £5 Damaged Air Box <5 
2 Varley Batteries, each .. £12 Various tyres and water pipes. 
2 Oi! Coolers, each £8 Fiat 128 Tow Bar 8 
1 BMW Exhaust «20 

1 Oi Tank £25 Tel: Chobham 7698 or 8902. 

— 
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ROLLING ROAD 
Equipped with the latest Crypton and Sun Tester equip. 
ment, our Rolling ‘shop. can undertake all types of 
Giagnostic and setting up work. Whatever your problem, 
carburettor tuning, ‘gnition timing, fault tracing, poor 
economy, etc, we are sure to be able to help. Ring for 
further details, quotes, etc. 
DYNAMOMETER TEST CELL 

For optimum performance on competition units, this 
service is a necessity. We can undertake to run-in your 
engine on the brake, and then carry out development 
Work. rejetting, etc, before arriving at the maximum power 
1 "Suitable for all engines up to 300 bhp. Further 
is and rates on request. 

MACHINING SERVICES 
ur modern machine shop can undertake all types of 
machining required in the preparation of road or com- 
petition engines. 
BALANCING (same day service available by prior 
appointment) 
CYLINDER BORING CYLINDER SLEEVING 
CYLINDER OVERBORING CYLINDER HONING. 
LINE BORING CRANKSHAFT REGRINOING 
SURFACE GRINDING VALVE SEAT INSERTING 
VALVE GUIDE REPLACEMENT SHOT PEANING 
BEADBLASTING HELICOILING 
WELDING TUFTRIDING 
Full details given in our machining services catalogue (send 


4\p stamp) 

ENGINE RECONDITIONING AND REBUILDING 
Our skilled engine fitters are able to undertake recondi 
foning “on all makes of engine, both stondard 
and ‘competition, Estimates given on request, 

CARBURETTOR SPARES 
We con supply from stock an extremely wide renge of 
Parts and spores for SU, Weber and Dollorta, including 
Earburettors, jets, manifolds, linkages, etc, Cerburettor 
fejetting while you wait or by return of post, 

COMPETITION. ENGINE PARTS 

Large stocks of camshafts, exhaust manifolds, cylinder 
heads, ‘stool bearing caps, valves, pistons, bearings, etc, 
bre, for BMC and Ford. Send 5p stamp for our latest parts 
Snd ‘pree ist CREDIT FACILITIES AVAILABLE ON 
URCHASES OVER £25, 


‘us at the Racing Car Show Olympia Stand No. 22 


RACE AND RALLY ENGINES 
We are fully equipped for the preparation of BMC and 
Ford engines to any state of tune and for all types of 
motor sport. New, outright purchased units are available, 
or we will undertake work on the units supplied by 
customers, 

BMC TRANSVERSE 

850 cc, 870 cc, 970 cc, 998 cc, 999 ce, 1300 cc (A series), 
1800 cc, 1890 cc (B series) 

BMC INLINE 

1000 ox, 1160 ca, 1300 00: (A. series), 1800 cc, 1890 cc 
FORD PRE-CROSSFLOW 

1000 cc, 1300 cc, 1500 cc, 1858 ce, 1600 cc, 1650 cc, 
1700 ce. 

FORD CROSSFLOW, 

1300 cc, 1600 cc, 1700 cc, 1760 cc, 1800 cc, 1825 cc 
FORD TWIN-CAM 

1300 cc, 1558 cc, 1600 ce, 1650 cc, 1700 cc, 1800 cc, 
1800 ce, 2000 cc. 

FORD BDA 

1300 ce, 1600 cc, 1700 cc, 1800 ce, 1900 ec, 2000 cc. 
FORD SOHC 

1600 ce, 2000 ce. 

Units ‘can be prepared to all leading formulae, ie Mini 7. 
Mini Formula 1300, Clubmans, Mexico, Formula 
Ford, Formula Super-Ford, Group 1, 2, and 5. Special 
units, downdraughts, etc, available to ‘order. Please ‘phone 
or write for further’ details. 


OSELLI ENGINEERING LTD, 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STANTON HARCOURT 
ROAD, EYNSHAM, OXFORD. Tel: Oxford 880522 
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SAFETY GLASS SPHERICAL BEARINGS 3084, VOLKSWAGEN 


@lCOM CARB. & IGN. SERVICES 


SITUATIONS WANTED 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHI 


CAR TRANSPORTER TRAILERS OF EVERY SiZE 


WEAVER ENGINEERING 


{86/92 WORCESTER RD., BROMSGROVE, WORCS. 861740 
TEL: BROMSGROVE 31673 & 31415 


71 Jeddo Road, Shopherds Bush 
London, W12 


Tel : 01-749 1391 


STEERING WHEELS For further details 


of advertisements on these 


pages 
TRANSPORTERS ring 01-636 3600 
H | ext 49 


ACCESSORIES AND 


Sports and Performance Cars 45-4) 


IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR COM- V.W. DERRINGTON LTD 
PANY’S PRODUCTS ON THIS FOR ALL 


PAGE WEBER CARBURETTERS 


EQUIPMENT 


7_= Racing and Competition Cars 47-51 = Autosport Market Place 51-55 


et el ee oe] a] 


S 


please telephone a tee . PORSCHE 
x asa Tl 
01-636 3600 ex 152 SES Lento: ese Hinweis 90 emanated 
—————_= Wen 852170 (S10 6753) 
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va a8 TO SHOCK ABSORBERS 
COMP SHOCK ABSORBERS f MOTORTUNE 


AT LOW, LOW PRICES 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Trade and retail enquiries welcome. 


“t. 250 Brompton Road, SW3. 
“_- Gatesheath Smithy, Tattenhall, Ne. Chester. (off main A41) 01-581 1234 


RED TRIANGLE KONI, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, 
AUTO SERVICES LTD. re 
Common Lane, Kenilworth BUCK & BROMLEY 


Warwickshire 


Tel: Kenilworth 57303 (1970) LTD 
. i. | . bd 
Koni distributors in the Coventry 43 Wendell oad (habeas Roast) 
and South Warwickshire district Sheree 
Sole suppliers of Alvis car spares Tel: 01-743 4366/7 | 


Classified Advertisement Form 


feo 
__Sheque/PO value enclosed. 
~_ | (make of car, etc.) 


Classification heading 
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|* 3 a4 a = the Prize -winners 


Cibie are specialists. They make oniy one product—a range of motor lighting that has set new 
safety standards. They cost the little more that you would expect to pay for better technical 
design and top performance. They give you an easier, safer drive—and go on giving! Small 
wonder manufacturers and the rally and racing champions rely on Cibié 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND 


NORTHERN INTERPART 
DISTRIBUTORS 
39 MONAGHAN STREET, 
NEWRY, 


Co. DOWN 
TEL: NEWRY 3104 


ALL CAR EQUIPE 


(Opposite Brands Hatch Main gate) 
Main Road, W. Kingsdown, Sevenoaks 
Kent 


CIBIE AGENTS IN KENT 


Also stockists of :- 
Ford, A.V.O., Corbeau Seats, Roll Cages, 
Race wear, etc, etc 


Tel: W. Kingsdown (047-485) 2271/3258 


SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) TON TYRES LTD. 


Main Distributor for Cibie Lighting 
IN KENT 


10 BRANDON TERRACE, EDINBURGH 
Tel: 031 556 3507 


We are also Scottish Distributors for 


TON TYRES 
50 QUARRY HILL, 
TONBRIDGE, 
KENT 


Tel: 073-22-63333 


ALEYBARS, KONI, SPEREX, MOTO LITA 
SPEEDWELL, JANSPEED, CORBEAU & RESTALL 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


HOCKEYS GARAGE 
FORE STREET, 
CHARD, 
SOMERSET 


Pak LTD. 


ACCESSORIES 


149 CROYDON ROAD, 9 CARLTON PARADE. 
BECKENHAM, KENT ORPINGTON, KENT 
Tel: 01-650-1941 Te! 6624035 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR SOMERSET 


Yours 
foronly 


£1 


>K BIG FULL COLOUR SHOTS 
Ideal for framing & wall mounting 
>K DOZENS OF BACK UP SCENES 
Racing atmosphere from major Grands Prix 
2K DETACHABLE SHEET FOR 
EACH MONTH 


. PED ee 
vss: HURRY! 


Post this coupon today and beat the rush! 


ORDER EARLY 
1 REMEMBER CHRISTMAS POST DELAYS 
fhe 1974 Formula 1 season was as successful as ever for Goodyear. Their tyres have 


Lapa in Forauta 1 ehece September 1972. To: Goodyear Calendar Offer, Advertising Dept. 
Lai Deft nis bed po mid 2 Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co Lid, 


Last year they produced their first Grand Prix racing calendar and the demand was 
fantastic, For 1975 they have produced another magnificent souvenir calendar 19x17" [| __Bushbury. Wolverhampton, WV10 6DH. 
insize, crammed with superb colour photography that captivates al the glamour, speed, Please send me calendar(s) at £1 each. 
excitement and drama of the interational motor racing scene. Lenclose remittance for £ 

The calendar is offered once again at £1 only, and this is an all inclusive price which 
includes V.A.T., packaging and postage to your door. The calendar is beautifully printed ] ce! 
on art paper witha separate sheet for every month. Each page has a portfolio of seven Address 


shots from the 1974 Grand Prix plus Le Mans, headed by a stunning full width picture 
that i deal for framing or wall display, and this year he calendars wire bound. which 
makes it very easy to detach the sheets after the month has passed 

‘Ata quid al in, it’s terlic value. The calendars are available immediately, all you 
have todo is fill in the coupon and mail it straight away to Goodyear. If you want more 
than one, ust enclose a note of where you wish the other calendars tobe sent to 


Please make cheques/postal orders payable to: 
ye Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co (GB) Ltd” AS3 


